
FRENSHAM FELLOWSHIP   news le t te r

SUMMER 2018
s we are writing this newsletter, 
we are reflecting on 2017 – the 
events and reunions which bring 

our community closer together and often 
rekindle past friendships. We are also 
looking ahead to an exciting 2018!

One of the many highlights of 2017 was the Iris Country Fair. Old 
Girls of the school rallied in so many ways – knitting, sewing, 
baking, cooking, cataloguing myriad donated books and DVDs, 
and generally being a huge part of the volunteer contingent. It is 
always heartening to see so many former students graciously give 
their time and expertise to make this once-every-five-year event 
so popular and successful.

The Fair’s Silent Auction always relies heavily on the generosity 
of the WWS Community, and we were especially pleased to have 
artworks, accommodation and prizes donated from many of our 
former students. Thank you to all the Old Girls who supported this 
fundraising auction and for ensuring that we had some outstanding 
items on offer. 

In October 2017 we said farewell to Fellowship Liaison Officer, 
Natasha Wainberg (1986). Natasha has been the ‘keeper of our 
culture’ for over 10 years, and although she has small feet, she 
has left big boots to fill. On behalf of our Fellowship Community, we 
would like to thank her for her dedicated service over the years, 
and for the wealth of knowledge she has brought to the position. 

We wish her the very best for the future, and understand that she 
was recently enjoying the diversity of Vanuatu where she has been 
lending her journalistic experience to the 2017 Pacific Games as 
part of the Media Communications team. We welcome Barbara 
Shannon to this important Fellowship role. For those who may not 
know Barbara through her position as WWS Foundation Coordinator 
of Events, Barbara has a strong background in schools, events and 
working with alumni, and is looking forward to meeting as many of 
you as possible at future events and reunions.

The Farewell to Year 12 Breakfast this 
year was a beautiful and poignant 
time seeing 100% of the cohort 
join Fellowship.  With moving – and 
humorous – words of encouragement 
from Annette O’Connell (Moxon, 1983), 
Emily Jones (Cooper, 1986) and Ingrid 
Ridge (Merrett, 1984) the girls could 
take inspiration from these three Old 
Girls. It was also an opportunity for the 
Fellowship to present Natasha with 
flowers and a gift and to say thank you 
for her dedication.

This year’s AGM was held in Cooper Hall at Frensham where we 
saw Mandy Horton resign as Treasurer – thank you for your valued 
involvement, Mandy – and  Anna Hayes (Litchfield, 1986) take 
up this position.  The new Executive includes Annette O’Connell 
(Moxon,1983) President, Liz Hunter (Elizabeth Aylmer, 1980) Vice-
President, Ingrid Ridge (Merrett, 1984) Secretary and Anna Hayes 
(Litchfield, 1986) Treasurer, with Committee members Susie Arnott 
(Margaret Taylor, 1959), Liddy Barton (Elizabeth Chandler, 1950), 
Cath Brennan (Cathryn Raynolds,1979), Emily Jones (Cooper, 
1986), Sam Kennedy (Samantha Greig, 1991), Julia Laverty 
(Forbes, 1980) and Kate Waldren (Katrina Herbert, 1990). We thank 
them for their service and commitment to Fellowship and the 
School.

Annette O’Connell (Moxon, 1983), President

Top: Emma Knott (1983) conducting Concert Band at the Iris Country Fair

www.frensham.nsw.edu.au/community/alumni

HIGHLIGHTS 2017

We offer our congratulations to Year 12, 2017

See their HSC results @
www.frensham.nsw.edu.au/learning/academic-

excellence/higher-school-certificate

Left: CLASS OF 1987

Below: The SYDNEY COCKTAIL PARTY was hosted by Jono 
and Julia Laverty (Forbes, 1980) at their Kirribilli residence.

TAMWORTH LUNCH (L-R): Robbie Simson (Linsley, 1950), Betty Borthwick (Macdonald, 1949), Erica Holcombe, Prue Lister (Capp, 1963), 
Tina Vickery, Natasha Wainberg (1986), Didie Alker (Fairfax, 1956), Sally Heath (MacPherson, 1955).

UK FELLOWSHIP RECEPTION (L-R): Mrs Nicola Downer (our hostess), Wanda Gase-Goodey (Gase,1980), Annabel Thompson (Stirton, 1957);  
Emma Lambrechts, The Hon Alexander Downer AC (back), Lucy Begg, Florance McGufficke, Jordan Shephard (back), Emily Ashbrook; 
Nicky Wassall (1990) and Sarah-Jane Holden (Hyles,1973).



2018 CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF FELLOWSHIP OLD GIRL NEWS

2018 REUNIONS & EVENTS

REUNIONS

5 Year Reunion (2013) – 2 & 3 June, Frensham
Frensham 105th Birthday & Year 12 Parent Weekend 

10 Year Reunion (2008) – 11 & 12 August, Frensham
Year 10 Parent Weekend

40 Year Reunion (1978) – 19 & 20 May, Frensham
Year 8 Parent Weekend
Carlie Broun (Lavender)

50 Year Reunion (1968) – 17 & 18 March, Frensham
Year 10 Parent Weekend 
Pook Austin (Alison Cameron) & Jane Miller (Corlette)

70 Year Reunion (1948) – 3 & 4 March, Frensham
Frensham Open Day & Year 7 Parent Weekend
Pam Tallents (Harbison)

Current event and reunion information (once confirmed)  
is posted on the Frensham website. Please go to: 
www.frensham.nsw.edu.au/community/alumni

EVENTS

Frensham Open Day & Welcome Dinner  
Saturday 3 March

Central NSW Lunch at Wellington
Hosted by Liddy Barton (Chandler, 1950)
March

105th Birthday Service (Gib Gate, Frensham, Sturt)
Friday 1 June, Clubbe Hall

Fellowship AGM & Lunch at Frensham
Wednesday 13 June, Cooper Hall

WWS Foundation Annual Dinner – Saturday 11 August
Official Opening of the Frensham Dining Room
Sunday 12 August (Year 11 Parent Weekend Service)

Sydney Reception – October (details tbc)

For more information on 2018 events and reunions, 
please email fellowship@frensham.nsw.edu.au 

KEEPING IN TOUCH
There is a new way to share your news and to update your contact details 
electronically by using the Submit News & Updates Form on the Alumni 
section on the new Frensham website. You can also upload photos and 
documents for inclusion in the Frensham Chronicle. 

Go to: www.frensham.nsw.edu.au/community/alumni

To update your contact details 

By post:  Frensham Fellowship, PO Box 34 Mittagong NSW 2575. 
By email:  fellowship@frensham.nsw.edu.au

Please include your name when at Frensham, and the year you left.

ward-winning author SOFIE LAGUNA 
(1985) has published another adult 
novel The Choke. This is her first work 

since winning the 2015 Miles Franklin Prize.

‘The Choke is a brilliant, haunting novel about 
a child navigating an often dark and uncaring 
world of male power and violence, in which 
grown-ups can’t be trusted and comfort can 
only be found in nature. This compassionate 
and claustrophobic vision of a child in danger 
and a society in trouble celebrates above all 
the indomitable nature of the human spirit.’

Photo courtesy: Sydney Morning Herald

13 December 1918 ~ preliminary meeting  
of Staff, Prefects and Old Girls, to make arrangements  

about the formation of the Frensham Fellowship.
[Frensham ~ established July 1913]

 n addition to the current array of umbrellas, dog leads, socks, mugs etc, this 
year saw the addition of a new tie in the school colours, and some stunning 
– and very cosy – cashmere blankets in various school colours. Additionally, 

there are aprons and tea towels – both with a new Iris design – and very cute 
dog coats in School colours! These are readily available at Sturt Shop (+61 2 
4860 2083) or during the year at Fellowship Pop-Up Stalls on Frensham Parent 
Weekends.

NEW MEMORABILIA
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