
FrenshamFellowship 
n e w s l e t t e r

Dear Fellowship Member

nother busy year for Fellowship 
has flown by, but it seems the 
connections to one another and 

to Frensham always have time made for 
them. From regional lunches, reunions, 
cocktail parties, international get-
togethers and more, Frensham Old Girls 
thoroughly enjoy rekindling old friendships 
and making new ones.

Eclectica was another opportunity for us to reconnect. The three-
day Art Show in early November showcased the depth of artistic 
talent and diversity across many mediums. The Fellowship Art 
Prize was open only to past students, with a $5000 acquisitive first 
prize. Frensham Old Girls were well represented with 14 finalists 
selected. The quality of the works – painting, drawings, weaving 
and sculptures was exceptional. 

Congratulations to this year’s winner, Nicola Bolton (Henderson, 
1980) for Paterson River [pictured above]. In announcing the winner, 
the judges noted, ‘[it was] a remarkable work, exceptionally well 
executed in charcoal on paper, one of the most difficult mediums in 
which to make articulate, clear depictions, particularly of detailed 
landscape features’.  

Paterson River will be gifted to the School as Fellowship’s 2016 
birthday present.

Ghent Lillies by Catherine Nelson (1988), winner of the 2011 
Fellowship Art Prize, now hangs in the foyer of Bryant McCarthy. 
Catherine currently lives in Belgium, but travels regularly to 
Australia for family and work commitments. 

These works, like all those which hang on Frensham walls, inspire 
not only current students, but future generations. This drive to 
explore the creative arts and expression was again on show at 
the 2016 HSC Visual Arts and Design and Technology Exhibition. 
The quality of the works produced by the 2016 cohort was 
extraordinary, providing the foundations for future Fellowship Art 
Prize entrants. 

The AGM was held at The Queen’s Club, Sydney. We welcomed 
new Committee members, Liddy Barton (Elizabeth Chandler, 1950) 
and Julia Laverty (Forbes, 1980). We also farewelled Committee 
Members who have given many years of service to Fellowship:  
Annie Basnett (Mortlock, 1971), Melissa Alison (Barsby, 1981), Fee 
Hancock (MacDiarmid, 1980), Chloe Burns (Williams, 1985) and 
Jan Minahan (Inglis, 1971).  

SUMMER 2016/2017

At this year’s Year 12 Breakfast, it was a pleasure to host such a 
vibrant and inspiring group of girls. The breakfast, held on the last 
day of Term 3, saw 54 new Old Girls join Fellowship. On behalf of 
the Committee we wish them well for the future.

Frensham Old Girls continue to attain a high level of achievement 
and recognition in many different areas. Of particular note: Sophie 
Hansen (Herron, 1993) winner of the National 2016 Rural Women’s 
Award; Jacqui Miller’s (2011) Young Endeavour Challenge; 
Peta Murchisons (Stomps, 1997) Ted X presentation; Archibald 
Finalist, Zoe Young (1993 [cohort 1995]) and Eileen Silk (1931) 
celebrating her 103rd birthday! A selection of Old Girl profiles and 
achievements is published in the School’s fortnightly Newsletter 
and the Chronicle.

With Eclectica the final highlight for 2016, it is with great 
excitement that Fellowship announces another full programme of 
events and reunions. Many reunion representatives are planning 
milestone events with regional representatives gathering Old Girls 
from interstate and overseas. The regional programme includes 
Tamworth, Southern Highlands, Sydney, Wagga Wagga and Central 
West. 

Fellowship is also committed to supporting specific events at 
Frensham in 2017: Tennis Day (Friday 17 March), the AGM (June) 
and the Iris Country Fair (Saturday 18 November). We invite all Old 
Girls to attend these events – an opportunity to return to the school 
and see the state-of-the-art facilities and resources available. 
With 27% of current students having direct Old Girl connections, 
Fellowship appreciates and values the significance of these 
enduring inter- and cross-generational connections.

I am looking forward to the many opportunities for catching up 
over the next 12 months and wish you all the best for 2017.

Annette O’Connell (Moxon, 1983), President

Annette with Nicola Bolton (Henderson, 1980)

Back:  
Susie Arnott (Taylor, 1959);  
Cath Brennan (Raynolds, 1979);  
Liz Hunter (Aylmer, 1980);  
Mandy Horton (Herbert, 1983); 
Annette O’Connell (Moxon, 1983);  
Liddy Barton (Chandler, 1950).

Front:  
Ingrid Ridge (Merrett, 1984);  
Julia Laverty (Forbes, 1980);  
Anna Hayes (Litchfield, 1986);  
Emily Jones (Cooper, 1986).

Photo courtesy: 
Muller-Maher, 2016

L-R: Class of 1956; 2011 Fellowship Art Show winner Catherine Nelson (1988) 
with Mandy Harbison (1988); SA Scholars’ Lunch

HIGHLIGHTS 2016
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L-R: Art Prize judge Richard Allen (right) with wife Lisa (Maiden, 1980) and Rob Dulhunty (Chair of WWS Foundation); 
Nicola Bolton and Annette O’Connell; Zoe Young with Ros Buick and ‘Tea and History and Mrs Buick’ painting.

UK Fellowship held drinks at Stoke Lodge, London earlier in the year.  L-R: Gina Brazier (1991), Tina McFarlane-Reynolds (Christina McFarlane, 
1962), Rosalind Abbott (1982); Wanda Gase Goodey (Gase, 1980), Sally Osborne (Antilla McFarlane, 1955), Nicky Downer (hostess),  
Tempe Brickhill (1975); Annabel Livingston (2009), Harriet King (2008), Shauna Currenti (Tonkin, 1978) and her daughter Isabel Currenti.

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE    2016-2017



FELLOWSHIP ART PRIZE 2016

udges‘ comments:  As with all competitions, there can only be one winner. 
In an environment where paintings tend to find more popular favour, the 
judges were delighted to select a drawing as the most accomplished work 

submitted to the competition. Paterson River by Nicola Bolton is a striking drawing 
and skilful representation of an area west of Nelson Bay, the river wending its 
calm, perpetual way through the Australian landscape, between trees, shrubs 
and grasses, all beautifully drawn, towards distant hills. The artist has captured 
perfectly the sense of composure and tranquillity, sustaining the notion that 
colour is not a prerequisite to forming the impression of a place. 

Highly commended:
 ~ Hawthorns at Dusk, by Matilda Dumas (Campbell, 1985) is an arresting 

painting that loses none of its appeal for its small scale.
 ~ Girls, by Zoe Young (1995) is a singularly mature approach to achieve a 

painting with impact and appeal.

Other Finalists: 
 ~ Figure 3 - Dinny de Célis (Diana Ryrie, 1960)  
 ~  The Leap - Robin Errey (Hill 1981) 
 ~  On the Larapinta Trail - Helen Gauchat (Wilson,1965) 
 ~  Still Life - Katrina Hill (1998) 
 ~  Cloud Mountains and Far Imaginings - Juliet Holmes à Court (1973)
 ~  Light, That Simple Wonder - Juliet Holmes à Court (1973) 
 ~  All Dried Up - Paula Jenkins (Baillie, 1996) 
 ~  Sentinels of the Tartlet - Nadja Kabriel (1998) 
 ~  Underfoot I - Dimity Kidston (Hobbs, 1989) 
 ~ Underfoot II - Dimity Kidston (Hobbs, 1989) 
 ~  Oasis - Zoe Sernack (1994) 
 ~  Cicada (yellow) - Brooke Thompson (1989)
 ~  Early Morning - Lucy Watts (Austin 1990) 
 ~  Tea and History with Mrs Buick - Zoe Young (1995)

Matilda with her painting

OLD GIRL NEWS

 stunning new capsule of Fellowship memorabilia 
has been released.  It is more than just the traditional 
green and purple! The first ‘drop’ of items includes 

bracelets, colourful socks, sumptuous wool throws and small 
umbrellas. All available at Parent Weekends Pop-Up Stalls and 
at Sturt Shop – ph: +61 2 4860 2083.

Zoe Young with her painting

All images – see: www.wwsfoundation.com.au/art-prize/finalists

Sophie Hansen (Herron, 1993)

ophie Hansen is Woman of the Year – 15 September 2016. Deer farmer, food blogger 
and author, Sophie Hansen has been named the national winner of the 2016 Rural 
Industries Research and Development Corporation Rural Women’s Award.

Sophie (Herron, 1993), who lives with her family at Mandagery Creek, received the award at 
Parliament House.

The award celebrates women who make a positive impact on rural industries, businesses and 
communities.

As the NSW state winner, Sophie received $10,000 to develop her project, My Open Kitchen, 
an online learning course assisting food producers in the use of social media to better connect 
with their consumers. As the national winner, she receives a further $10,000 to strengthen her 
leadership skills and share her experience with others around the country.

Managing Director of Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation (RIRDC), John Harvey, 
congratulated Sophie on winning the national award and said her desire to support farmers to use 
social media in order to capture their stories was an example of rural leadership at its best.

‘Sophie will be a brilliant ambassador for the RIRDC Rural Women’s Award,’ Mr Harvey said.

‘She has the talent to create real change through influencing the conversation around educating consumers on where their food comes from 
and to buy local.

‘This is a really positive message that will benefit our farmers and the broader food industry. Sophie’s passion is contagious.’

The full story will be published 
in the 2016 Chronicle.

WWS FOUNDATIONNEW MEMORABILIA

2017 REUNIONS & EVENTS

REUNIONS

5 Years On (2012) – 3 & 4 June, Frensham
Georgina Alison: georgie.alison94@gmail.com

10 Years On (2007) 
Georgia Kirkpatrick and Julia Richards 

20 Years On (1997)
Jess Warr (Tange): jesstange@gmail.com

30 Years On (1987)
Airlie Hawley (Macarthur-Onslow): 
airlie.hawley@optusnet.com.au 

40 Years On (1977) – 13 & 14 May, Frensham
Rosalind Rodway (Boyd): rodway.family@iinet.net.au 

50 Years On (1967) – 18 & 19 March, Frensham
Susie Main (Ward): susiemain@mac.com

60 Years On (1957) – 4 & 5 March, Frensham
Bebe Everett (Arnott): petebebe@tpg.com.au

Current event and reunion information (once confirmed) is posted 
on the Frensham website, please go to: 
www.frensham.nsw.edu.au/community-frensham-fellowship

EVENTS

Frensham Open Day & Welcome Dinner  
Saturday 4 March

Fellowship Tennis Day
Friday 17 March, Frensham Tennis Courts

WWS 104th Birthday Service
Friday 2 June, Clubbe Hall

Fellowship AGM – June, Frensham

Southern Highlands – June (details tbc)
Ingrid Ridge (Merrett, 1984): ingrid.ridge@hotmail.com

Sydney – October (details tbc)
Julia Laverty (Forbes, 1980): julia@laverty.net.au 

Central West Lunch – October
Anna Hayes (Litchfield, 1986): hayes.jt@bigpond.com 

Iris Country Fair
Saturday 18 November, Frensham

Tamworth (details tbc)
Tina Scales (Gaden, 1986): t.scales@bigpond.com 

For more information on 2017 events and reunions, please email fellowship@frensham.nsw.edu.au 

KEEPING IN TOUCH
Please let us know if you have changed you contact details (include the year you left Frensham and your maiden name, if applicable).
By post: Frensham Fellowship, PO Box 34 Mittagong NSW 2575. By email: fellowship@frensham.nsw.edu.au
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L-R: Art Prize judge Richard Allen (right) with wife Lisa (Maiden, 1980) and Rob Dulhunty (Chair of WWS Foundation); 
Nicola Bolton and Annette O’Connell; Zoe Young with Ros Buick and ‘Tea and History and Mrs Buick’ painting.

UK Fellowship held drinks at Stoke Lodge, London earlier in the year.  L-R: Gina Brazier (1991), Tina McFarlane-Reynolds (Christina McFarlane, 
1962), Rosalind Abbott (1982); Wanda Gase Goodey (Gase, 1980), Sally Osborne (Antilla McFarlane, 1955), Nicky Downer (hostess),  
Tempe Brickhill (1975); Annabel Livingston (2009), Harriet King (2008), Shauna Currenti (Tonkin, 1978) and her daughter Isabel Currenti.
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