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Welcome to the new School year! 
With the support of staff and students, our focus in these first weeks of term is on welcoming new students and staff on all three 
campuses and resuming full teaching, boarding and extra-activity operation. Sturt’s School for Wood course is fully subscribed 
and their term commenced on Monday 5 February. Frensham’s boarders were ‘in residence’ by Tuesday evening, prior to the 
start of classes in Week 1, and by Wednesday 31 January, Gib Gate K-6 and Frensham students were all in class. Also on 
Wednesday of last week, pre-schoolers arrived for their first ‘school day’ at Gib Gate.   

 
Excellence in Teaching and Learning 
Key elements of our preparation for the new school year, the Professional Learning programmes scheduled for the final weeks 
of the vacation provided an excellent forum for confirming core goals and setting priorities for our offering and approach in 
2018. For presentations to teachers and House staff, we drew from latest research to provide context for our proposed actions 
to meet strategic priorities. Personalisation and globalisation of the curriculum, character development to build successful 
teamwork and leadership skills, and parenting and shared school-home responsibilities around major social issues affecting 
young children and teenagers, are the focus of worldwide research.  
 
In 2018 we will build on the Academic Coaching already established at Gib Gate and Frensham (Literacy and Numeracy at Gib 
Gate, English and Mathematics at Frensham) and embedding the innovative personalisation of Electives for Year 9 and the  
inclusion of Cambridge International subjects for Years 9 and 10. For Year 10, we also have a cross-faculty team preparing to 
implement ‘growth coaching’, from Term 2.  
 
Two priorities were explored in some depth with our senior leadership team: (i) Development of Leadership Capacity in 
students and teachers, and (ii) Development of a ‘Growth’ Culture. We want students to be ambitious academically in a safe 
environment that inspires intellectual growth, and to thrive in terms of character, leadership and wellbeing. I noted Google’s 
findings from two recent research projects (Project Oxygen – on management and leadership (2013) and Project Aristotle – 
on teamwork (2016)), the outcomes of which significantly changed Google’s recruitment rubrics and processes, and their view 
of ‘what the world needs’, in order to break new ground. They noted that leadership essentials (for innovation) include: being 
a good coach, communicating and listening well, possessing insights into others’ values and points of view, having empathy 
toward and being supportive of one’s colleagues, being a good critical thinker and problem solver, and being able to make 
connections across complex ideas. On team membership (for successful innovation), the ‘best teams’ exhibited a range of the 
following skills: equality, generosity, curiosity toward the ideas of teammates, empathy, emotional intelligence and ability to 
enhance emotional/psychological safety of group members. ‘We desperately need the expertise of those who are educated 
to the human, cultural, and social as well as the computational...’  
 
Refurbishment and New Facilities 
As detailed in my January letter to Gib Gate and Frensham parents, Term 1, 2018 has seen major refurbishment and upgrade 
of our facilities, including: 
- air-conditioning of Gib Gate classrooms 
- transformation of Frensham’s IT Centre to create a collaborative learning space with generous capacity for 90+ students 
- refurbishment of the Health Centre 
- landscaping and repaving of the central pathway from Clubbe Hall to the Drama Studio past Company Office [Stage 1] 
- major stone-work on the pedestrian road between the front lawn and Main House of Frensham, to create a safe passage 

and preserve the magnificent but aging eucalypt on the front lawn. 

 
In addition, our major capital project, the expanded and refurbished Kennedy House was re-opened in time for the start of term, 
with completion of external elements and non-essential details to continue over the next four to five weeks. [We applaud our 
builders, Project Coordination, for their efforts to achieve this goal.] 
 
Staffing update – as welcomed in January: 
 Director of Boarding: Mrs Tanya Vaughan, Dip Teaching UTS, M Ed (current studies) UOW, AISNSW Flagship 

Programme for School Leaders  
 Director of Special Projects and Science Teacher: Ms Wendy Rowan, B Ed (Secondary) USYD  
 Geography and Mathematics Teacher: Dr Paul Batten, PhD, BSc (Hons) Macquarie, Grad Dip Ed (ACU)   
 Music Teacher: Miss Emily Sinden, B Music (Music Education) Sydney Conservatorium Music, USYD  
 French, Latin, Senior Studies: Ms Chelsea Wallis, B Bus, Grad Cert (Economics), Grad Cert (Arts, Dip Modern 

Languages), M Arts (English), LLB (Hons 1), Dip Sc (Maths/Physics), Dip Languages (Latin), Grad Dip Ed (Secondary)  
 French: Mrs Kerry Lennon: MBus Admin, Grad Dip Ed (UWA); BA (USYD) – part-time (French Extension) 
 Gib Gate Classroom Teacher: Mrs Katelyn Williamson, MEd Leadership (ACU); M Ed (Teacher Librarianship) QUT; B 

Teaching (K-6) (CSU)  
 New position for 2018: Gib Gate Academic Coaching/Personalised Learning Plans: Mr Greg Hannah  
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We are also pleased to acknowledge: 
 Dr Steve Clarke (Head of HSIE) on successful completion of his doctoral studies 
 Dr Ruth Phillips (Academic in Residence, Resident Researcher for Frensham) on her invitation to present a paper at the 

Wallace Research Symposium on Talent Development, a highly regarded conference in the field of gifted education 
internationally. [See details: https://www2.education.uiowa.edu/belinblank/Research/Wallace/] 

 Ms Joanne Allison on her acceptance of a senior leadership position as Head of Mathematics  
 
Looking back – to look forward 
We celebrate with Year 12, 2017 and their teachers, news of their tertiary placements. At least 40 different tertiary courses have 
been offered to the Year 12 students who successfully completed their HSC at Frensham 2017.  
 
The following listing indicates the latest information we have from the University Admissions Centre (UAC) or from girls who 
have confirmed offers accepted. Several students await offers in response to their overseas applications.  In reviewing the list of 
courses below, you will note elite programmes including: Honours, Creative Intelligence and Innovation, Advanced Studies, and 
Dean’s Scholar, offered by particular universities.  
 
The range of courses reflects the diversity of interests and skills within the cohort, and the purposeful efforts girls made to 
investigate options they believe will facilitate achievement of their career aspirations: Architecture, Arts, Business, 
Commerce, Communications, Design, Education, Engineering, Exercise and Sports Science, Fine Arts, Health Science, 
Interior Architecture, International and Global Studies, Podiatric Medicine, Psychology, Medical Science, Music and 
Sound Design, Nursing, Science, Veterinary Science, are represented in the course listed below. 
 

B Business B Creative Industries B Liberal Arts and Science 
B Business (Sports Management) B Design (Hons) B Management (Sports Business) 
B Applied Science (Exercise and  

Sports Science) 
B Design (Digital Technologies) 
 

B Media and Communications 
 

B Arts B Design in Architecture (Hons)  
M Architecture 

B Nursing 
 

B Advanced Science (Hons) B/ 
Engineering (Hons) 

B Design & B Media (PR and 
Advertising) 

B Medical Science 

B Biomedicine B Design & B Media (PR and 
Advertising) 

B Pre-Medical Science and Health 

B Business (Marketing) B Design (Hons) B Media (Public 
Relations and Advertising) 

B Science 
 

B Commerce (Dean’s Scholar) B Education – The Early Years B Science B Fine Arts 
   Flexible Double B Arts, Social 

Science, Business and Science 
B Education – Primary Education B Science (Psychology) 

 
B Communication (Advertising and 

Public Relations) 
B Engineering (Aerospace/Mechanical 

and Manufacturing/Mechanical) 
B Psychology with Honours B Human 

Sciences 
B Communication (Social, Political 

Science)/B Arts in International 
Studies 

B Fine Arts (Hons) B Sports and Exercise Management 
B Arts in International Studies 

B Communication (Public 
Communication) 

B International and Global Studies B Veterinary Biology/ B Veterinary 
Science 

B Communication (Media Arts and 
Production) and B International and 
Global Studies 

B Journalism 
 

 

B Communication  
(Digital and Social Media) 

B Landscape Architecture 
 

 

 
Mrs Cherylynne Williams, Head of Careers  
 
  

https://www2.education.uiowa.edu/belinblank/Research/Wallace/
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Acknowledgement to: 
 Girdle  Recipients at Final Prayers: Ella Pratt (Academic Excellence) and Harriet Alker (Sport); 
 Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award recipients: Bronze - Frances Alldis, Aarthi Avvari, Emily Baldwin, Harriette 

Beedle, Cordelia Bell, Annika Blackman, Emily Conradt, Charlotte Dulhunty, Mabel Gowland, Olivia Hamilton, Caitlin 
Hargraves, Sybella Harris, Alice Hayes, Miriam Hopkins, Mia Horsfall, Chanel Huang, Pip Ireson, Claudia Logan, Olivia 
MacDiarmid, Mairi Menzies, Gabrielle Metua, Annabelle Seaton-Cooper (Year 10); 

 Zoe Gallagher, Olivia Laverty, Sophia Brooks, Mia Shakeshaft and Georgia Day (Year 8) for their successful applications for 
the 2018 Gifted and Talented Forensic Science Camp to be held in July; 

 Year 10 2018 for their outstanding Cambridge International Global Perspectives results, including Mia Horsfall and 
Sybella Harris, who completed the Examination with A* results (A ‘star’), the highest result awarded in this course. [Results 
analysis and further detail will be published in the next Newsletter]; 

 Georgia Richardson (Year 12), for her successful achievement of AMEB 6th Grade Musicianship; 
 Chelsea Pernice (Year 11) for her outstanding Tennis achievements over the vacation, including success at the Goulburn 

Valley Grass Court tournament (16U Girls Doubles title), Margaret Court Cup (16U Girls Doubles title) and junior and open 
success in the Victorian Junior and Open Championships – in both singles and doubles; 

 The Staff team working with Year 9 on their Personalised Learning Plans, as additional options to the Year 9-10 Electives. 
We are very pleased with the confident selection of three Electives from the core offering, aligned to our senior studies 
curriculum. Additionally, for those students opting to include a personalised learning plan, to date areas for study include 
courses offered by tertiary institutions online, distance education courses, higher level studies (Year 10 or Year 11) within 
Frensham, and specialist tuition on campus or externally in academic areas of a particular girl’s interest. Some students are 
selecting a range of short-term courses that meet a particular learning need or lead to external accreditation. There is a 
strong sense of exploration and heightened curiosity being generated as a result of our decision to expand the curriculum in 
this way, and we commend Year 9, their parents and teachers for the joint efforts to take the first steps to set new 
curriculum goals. A key test of the success of this change will be girls’ ability to sustain their interest in courses where they 
are effectively studying independently, or where the style of course delivery or level of challenge requires new skills. 

 
Frensham - Student Leadership 
Prefects for Year Groups – announced at Final Prayers 

Year 7:  Alice Battcock, Eliza Treloar    
Year 8:  Lucy Barton, Nina Jephcott, Tara Penton 
Year 9:  Lucy Brigstocke, Molly Paradice, Gabrielle Steiner  
Year 10: Celia Battcock, Antoinette Inglis 
Year 11: Isabella Camilleri, Ella Pratt 
Year 12: Chloe Hickson (Vice Head Girl), Caroline Gotterson (Head Girl) 

 
Heads of House appointed for Term 1 

Hartfield:  Sarah Manwaring, Eliza Duck, Ella Cullen (Year 10) 
Kennedy:  Pip Ireson, Charlotte Menzies, Mia Horsfall (Year 10) 
Linden Turner:  Emily Baldwin, Olivia MacDiarmid, Clare Mackie (Year 10) 
Linden Turner:  Sophie Arnott, Katerina Aleksov, Kora Fripp (Year 11) 
Bryant McCarthy: Gina McGinnis, Emily Gubbins, Holly Webster (Year 11) 
Bryant McCarthy – appointed for the year: Philipa Steedman, Isabella Camilleri (Year 12) 

 
Communication: School-Parents 
Additional to the Newsletter we have issued important information to parents over the past two weeks, by email and through 
posting on Schoolbox, including: 
 Weekend Planner – Frensham [followed by Yass-Harden Bus dates for Term 1] 
 Parent Information Books – Frensham and Gib Gate [The Information Book is published on Schoolbox but please 

request a hard copy if you prefer.] 
 
 
 
 
Julie A Gillick 
Head of Frensham 
Head of Winifred West Schools  
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Frensham Advisory Committee 2018 Gib Gate  Advisory Committee 2018 

Mrs Caroline Begg 
Mr David Cullen 
Ms Ruby Curtis 
Mrs Penny Hanan 
Mrs Kiki Hill 
Mrs Erica Holcombe 
Mr John Hopkins 
Mr Simon Logan 
Mrs Angela Macken (Sec) 
Mrs miChelle McGufficke 
Mrs Nicola Robertson 
Ms Jo Thomson (Chair) 
 

r-cbegg@bigpond.net.au  
david@oakstand.com.au 
44ruby@gmail.com  
pennyhanan@mac.com  
kikihill64@gmail.com  
erica@dc-it.com.au 
hopkinspastoral@bigpond.com  
simez@bigpond.com  
themackenfamily@gmail.com  
milliefarming@activ8.net.au 
nicola@nicolarobertsonots.com.au  

j.thomson@tpg.com.au  

 

Mrs Sara Moylan 
Mrs Rowena Bendror 
 (FOGG) 
Mrs Chelsea Doyle 
Mr David Griffin (Chair) 
Mrs Kate Iori 
Mr Trent Johns 
Mrs Tanya Gregory 
Mrs Denise Telford 
Mrs Lucy Wilson 
 

saralmoylan@gmail.com  
sales@littlestepsonline.com.au  
 
chelseakdoyle@gmail.com  
david.griffin291@gmail.com  
kateiori@hotmail.com  
trent@theimperial.com.au  
tanyajgregory@gmail.com  
denise.telford@gmail.com  
luluwilson@live.com  

 

TERM DATES 2018 – Gib Gate and Frensham 

Term 1 
Gib Gate & Frensham 
Wednesday 31 January-Thursday 12 April, 3.00pm  
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 
 

Term 2 
Gib Gate & Frensham 
Monday 30 April -Thursday 28 June, 3.00pm  
(Year 10  Work Experience ends Friday 29 June) 
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 

Term 3 
Gib Gate & Frensham 
Tuesday 24 July-Thursday 27 September, 3.00pm  
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 
 

Term 4 
Gib Gate: Monday 15 October-Friday 7 December 3.00pm 
Frensham: ends Sunday 9 December 12.00pm (after 
11.00am Carol Service) 
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 
 

2018 PARENT WEEKENDS – Confirmed dates for attendance of all students Years 7-12 

Term 1:   
Year 7 Saturday 3 March-Sunday 4 March 
 Frensham Open Day – Saturday 3 March 
 
Year 10  Saturday 17 March-Sunday 18 March 
 

Term 2:   
Year 8 Saturday 19 May-Sunday 20 May 
 
Year 12 Saturday 2 June-Sunday 3 June 
 WWS Birthday – Friday 1 June 
 Frensham’s 105th Birthday – Sunday 3 June 

Term 3:   
Year 11 *Saturday 11 August-Sunday 12 August 
 [Year 10 Saturday 11 August – Year 10 planning 
 for Senior Studies (with parents on Saturday)] 
*Saturday 11 August – Annual Dinner – WWS Foundation  
 
Year 9 Saturday 1 September-Sunday 2  September 
[Date aligned to HSC Visual Arts/Design Tech Exhibition] 

 

**Saturday 1 September Father~Daughter Ball** 
 

Reminder – all of Years 7-12 
attend Open Day 

 and attend all Parent Weekend Services 
 

Ranier Uniform Shop ~ 2018 

 
Regular trading commenced Thursday 1 February 2018 (12.00pm-5.00pm) 

 

All fittings for uniforms are by appointment, during shop hours: Mondays and Thursdays 12.00pm-5.00pm 
 
Shop Manager: Mrs Michelle Wynn. To order items, please call the Shop: (02) 4860 2136 [BH], email: frensham@ranier.com.au 

  

mailto:r-cbegg@bigpond.net.au
mailto:david@oakstand.com.au
mailto:44ruby@gmail.com
mailto:pennyhanan@mac.com
mailto:kikihill64@gmail.com
mailto:erica@dc-it.com.au
mailto:hopkinspastoral@bigpond.com
mailto:simez@bigpond.com
mailto:themackenfamily@gmail.com
mailto:milliefarming@activ8.net.au
mailto:nicola@nicolarobertsonots.com.au
mailto:j.thomson@tpg.com.au
mailto:saralmoylan@gmail.com
mailto:sales@littlestepsonline.com.au
mailto:chelseakdoyle@gmail.com
mailto:david.griffin291@gmail.com
mailto:kateiori@hotmail.com
mailto:trent@theimperial.com.au
mailto:tanyajgregory@gmail.com
mailto:denise.telford@gmail.com
mailto:luluwilson@live.com
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Save these Dates for 2018 
70 Year Reunion          3-4 March at Frensham 
Central NSW Lunch     14 March at Wellington 
50 Year Reunion          17-18 March at Frensham 
40 Year Reunion          19-20 May at Frensham 
5 Year Reunion            2-3 June at Frensham 
Fellowship AGM        13 June at Frensham 
10 Year Reunion 23-24 June 
30 Year Reunion          1-2 Sep at Frensham 
10 Year Reunion          Date to be confirmed 
20 Year Reunion          Date to be confirmed   

For a full list of events and Reunions, please visit: www.frensham.nsw.edu.au/community/fellowship 

 

 

 
SAVE THE DATE for 2018 

– Foundation’s major fundraiser for the year – linked to the Official Opening of the expanded, renovated Frensham Dining 
Room. 
 
The refurbished Dining Room is a major Foundation Project – due for completion in Term 2, 2018. 
 
For more information on WWS Foundation, please contact: Michele Scamps, +61 2 4860 2000   foundation@frensham.nsw.edu.au 
  

http://www.frensham.nsw.edu.au/community/fellowship
mailto:foundation@frensham.nsw.edu.au
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Gib Gate students and staff are thoroughly enjoying the start of the 2018 School year and we appreciate the great support 
parents provide through ensuring students arrive at school on time for the start of the day, with hats, diaries, swimming gear, 
books covered etc! Your support has ensured a very successful start for all.  
 
The staff and I are looking forward to catching up with all parents, new and old, at the Families of Gib Gate (FOGG) Welcome 
Drinks at Gib Gate on Friday 9 February and I hope everyone will be able to attend. The evening is a fabulous social event for 
parents, providing an opportunity for existing families, from Preschool to Year 6, to meet new families, and for the whole parent 
community to come together to unite at the start of the year.  
 
Over the next two weeks, as the students settle in to their new classes with their 2018 teachers, it is important that the 
communication between parents, teachers and Gib Gate Executive staff is open and that you feel confident to contact any of us 
should you have any questions or concerns. Effective communication allows us all to actively support students as they establish 
friendships and engage in new learning. Appointments to talk over the phone or to meet with staff can be made through the Gib 
Gate office via Mrs Karen Russell at krussell@gibgate.nsw.edu.au or 02 4860 2000.  
 
Ms Sally Robson, Head of Gib Gate 
 

Curriculum Highlights 2018 

The Importance of Reading…Time…      
 
From children’s author Katherine Patterson:  It is not enough simply to teach children to read; we have to give them something 
worth reading. Something that will stretch their imaginations—something that will help them make sense of their own lives and 
encourage them to reach out toward people whose lives are quite different from their own. 
 
A major goal at Gib Gate is to develop in children a love of literature in all its forms. They are continually encouraged to be 
lifelong readers, with texts carefully selected for students to Year 6 to ensure that, by the end of their time with us, they have 
enjoyed a plethora of books we believe they ‘should not leave childhood without having read’. Daily in each classroom, and in 
weekly literature sessions in our library, students learn to express themselves and respond to a variety of texts through 
discussion and formal and informal written response.   
 
Parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters – all family members – play a vitally important role in shaping children into 
lifelong readers. Through modelling reading as a worthwhile and enjoyable activity , and by ensuring time is spent 
reading daily, parents have the opportunity to be best reading teachers in the world. Parental involvement is the key to a 
child’s reading prowess and effective use of language.  
 
Reading aloud to children is the single most important activity for promoting the skills and knowledge necessary for their 
success at school and beyond. Setting aside a quiet time for reading aloud each day, free from TV, phones and electronic 
devices, allows parents to share with their children the words and pictures, ideas and viewpoints that enable a child to 
encounter the big issues of life within the pages of a book. In our present world of written information, text and email, literacy is 
more important than ever. We need global citizens who can read confidently, comprehend what they are reading, understand 
nuance, and make themselves understood. 

Albert Einstein was once asked how we could make our children intelligent. His reply was both simple and wise. ‘If you want 
your children to be intelligent,’ he said, ‘read them fairy tales. If you want them to be more intelligent, read them more fairy 
tales.’ 

We look forward to the Parent Information sessions in Week 3 when we will share with you the quality literature your child will 
experience in the classroom and as part of their 2018 homework programme.  
 
Ms Kate Chauncy, Director of Teaching and Learning, P-12 and Coordinator of Gifted and Talented Programmes 
 
Enrichment/Activities 
Music  
Music lessons have commenced for continuing students and new students will start lessons this week. Places are available in 
all instruments if your child is interested in starting this year. Junior Singing sessions and Senior Choir have been held this 
week and Orchestra rehearsals will commence on Friday in Week 2 at 12.30pm.  

mailto:krussell@gibgate.nsw.edu.au
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Extra-Curricular Activities  
Extra-Curricular activities commence in Week 3. There are places available in a number of classes. Please contact Mrs 
Graham if you would like your child enrolled.  
 
Years 3 and 4 Outdoor Education Adventure Day  
These year groups will participate in their OEG Adventure Day on Monday 26 February. We are required to provide updates of 
medical forms to OEG as an element of risk management for the day. If you have not already done so, could you please assist 
by returning your child’s medical forms.  
 
Mrs Anne Graham, Gib Gate Coordinator (Administration) 
 
Sport 
Summer Sports 
All Junior Cricket has started and other sports started this week.   
Students will shortly be asked to make their selection for winter sports, which will need to be finalised by early March.  
 
Swimming 
The Swimming Development programme at The Centenary Pool for all classes from Kindergarten to Year 6 have resumed..  
 
The Year 3 to Year 6 Carnival will be held at The Centenary Pool on Friday 16 February and all the children have been asked 
to nominate the events they wish to compete in at this event. The IPSHA Carnival at Homebush is on Tuesday 6 March, while 
the local SHIPS Carnival is yet to be confirmed. Teams for these representative events will be selected following our Years 3 to 
6 Carnival.   
 
The Fun Aquatic Carnival for Kindergarten to Year 2 will be held on Thursday 15 March at The Centenary Pool. Parents are 
most welcome to come along and support all events. Permission for student attendance needs to be given on Schoolbox in the 
Forms section.  
 

Squad and Swimming Development sessions for all levels are available at The Centenary Pool by contacting Ben Slade at the 
Centenary Pool on 4872 3672. 

 
Cross Country 
The Gib Gate Cross Country Carnival will be held on Friday 23 March and the SHIPS Carnival will be hosted at Gib Gate on 
Wednesday 4 April. There is then a short turn around to the IPSHA Carnival at The Kings School, Parramatta, held on Saturday 
7 April. Cross Country training will begin two mornings a week from Week 5 in Term 1. Training is open to all children from Year 
2 to Year 6. Please refer to the Weekly Bulletin for information. 
 
Representative trials 
Term 1 is a busy time for selection trials for various representative sports.  Over the coming weeks, several children from Years 
5 and 6 will be invited to trial for IPSHA selection in a range of sports. 
 
Mr Michael Standen, Co-ordinator of PDHPE and Sport 
 
Preschool (Pre-Kindergarten) 
In line with the studies of the Reggio Emilia Philosophy of Early Childhood Education that are incorporated into the Preschool 
programme, the preschool staff began the school year by encouraging the children to question, reflect, problem solve, theorise, 
experiment and express their thinking. When provided with sufficient opportunities and time to experiment, explore and play, 
children master the many tools and skills of communication.  Children actively translate what they perceive, not only through the 
spoken word, but also through other potent ‘languages’ such as drawing, sculpture, sound, drama and movement.  
 
With this in mind, the children were encouraged to explore and investigate the wonderful outdoor environment. There they 
noticed four new wood ducklings and their parents, kookaburras, myna birds and pigeons. The children used their observation 
skills to take note of the appearance and behaviour of the birds, and to make sure the birds had enough water to drink. In 
exploring with the children, their teachers regard themselves as co-researchers, posing questions, reflecting, pondering and 
promoting open dialogue with all.  We are keen to see where these ideas will take the children’s learning and the possible 
‘investigations’ their observations will generate as they continue to explore their special natural environment.  
 
Mrs Tinna Loker, Preschool Coordinator  
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Welcome to 2018 
A new year at Sturt started with term classes and the Sturt School for Wood beginning on Monday 5 February. Over the 
Christmas and New Year break we have enjoyed a fantastic Sturt Summer School with over 220 students and 24 tutors across 
the Sturt and Frensham campus. After Summer School a full repainting of the interior of the Wood School took place and we 
have taken the opportunity to re-evaluate the layout of machinery and furniture so that it really looks terrific and well organised 
for the start of the year.   
 

We welcome Mark Gudgin as our new Course Coordinator for the School for Wood, taking over from Dale Dryen who retired at 
the end of 2017, after an almost 28-year connection with Sturt. 

 
An exciting exhibition programme for 2018 begins with “Chatoyance” with Studio Woodworkers Australia, opening on 18 
February. See the full Sturt Gallery exhibition programme below. 
 
Residencies in 2018 
An exciting programme of residencies in 2018 will include a visit in February by three male artists from Ernabella to work in 
Sturt Pottery.  We will also welcome two graduate residents from ANU School of Art – Nikki Chopra (ceramics) and Rose 
Keightley (furniture) and a professional artist residency later in the year by fine furniture maker Chance Coulter from the US. 
 
Winter School 2018 
Winter School will take place from 9 to 13 July this year. We have 16 courses on offer for adults plus daily classes for children.  
The full programme is on the website now and the brochure will be out in March. Remember that we offer competitive 
accommodation and meals packages, making our Winter School a unique cultural experience. 
 
Last chance to see a great exhibition 
Our wonderful exhibition "In These Hands: Mara nyangangka” – Celebrating 70 years of Ernabella Arts continues until 12 
February.  It has been incredibly successful and well received.  Plans are well underway for the exhibition to tour nationally later 
this year.      
                     
The fruits of a collaboration that took place 46 years ago are the subject of this special exhibition and residency between 
Australia's two oldest centres for craft and design – Sturt Gallery & Studios (1941) and Ernabella Arts (1948). 
 
In the late 1960s two women from different worlds struck up a friendship and artistic collaboration that would last a 
lifetime. Elisabeth Nagel, master weaver from Sturt in the lush green Southern Highlands of NSW  travelled to the remote 
Pukatja Community in far north western South Australia where she met Winifred Hilliard, the then Manager of the craft industry 
at Ernabella Mission. Together they sparked a groundbreaking initiative between two of Australia's oldest craft centres, which 
would lead to inspiring artistic production spanning generations.  
 
Elisabeth Nagel visited Ernabella many times and together they pioneered two separate residencies for Indigenous artists to 
travel to Sturt and live on site in Mittagong for five months learning new weaving techniques in Sturt's studios. Now for the first 
time in years, a new generation of Indigenous artists will take that journey from Ernabella to Sturt where they will once again 
undertake a residency and celebrate the collaboration between these two famous craft centres in this wonderful 70th birthday 
exhibition – that will showcase the full range of contemporary art being made today in Ernabella including paintings, ceramics, 
textiles and basket weaving. 
 
Ernabella Arts is a renowned Indigenous centre for art and design famous for their paintings and ceramics and Sturt is 
honoured to showcase the quality and depth of work being made by Ernabella artists today. "In These Hands: Mara 
nyangangka” will not only tell the historical story of the link between these two famous centres, it will celebrate the long tradition 
of craft and design in Australia while at the same time being testament to the positive collaboration and understanding between 
an Indigenous and non-Indigenous cultural institution that share the same passion for 'making'.  
 
 

F R I E N D S  O F  S T U R T   
Denise Sumner (President), Penny Hoskins (Secretary), Ruth Wright (Roster Secretary), Joan 
Dinning, Bill Dinning, Anne Thomson, Julie Musgrave, Michael Harris, Libby Hobbs, Jill Dyson 
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Next exhibition… 
“Chatoyance” – Studio Woodworkers Australia - 18 February to 8 April 
An exhibition of collaborations and mentorships - with emerging makers paired with accredited SWA members to work 
collaboratively to design and make a new piece of furniture.  This exhibition will open on Sunday 18 February at 11am in 
conjunction with the Tools & Techniques Weekend (17 & 18 February). 
 
Events 
Tools & Techniques Weekend - Saturday 17 & Sunday 18 February, 10am to 4pm 
Sturt’s signature annual woodworking event features displays and sales by Australia’s finest toolmakers and specialist timber 
suppliers in the historic Sturt School for Wood.  Woodwork demonstrations will be conducted by leading furniture makers.  Free 
admission and parking. 
 
Friends of Sturt Annual General Meeting, Sturt Cottage - Sunday 18 February 2.30pm 
Consider taking on a role helping FOS in its many different activities supporting and fundraising for Sturt.  Come along and join 
the committee for light refreshments and a review of the year past. 
 
Full details of all Sturt courses, exhibitions, residency programs and events can be found on our website www.sturt.nsw.edu.au 
or to make a booking or enrolment call Sturt Shop on 0248 602083 or email shop@sturt.nsw.edu.au 
 
2018 Programme 
In these hands ‘Mara nyangangka’ – Ernabella Arts, 70 years of Indigenous art & design – till 11 February 2018 
 
Chatoyance - Studio Woodworkers Australia  –  18 February-8 April 
An exhibition of collaborations and mentorships – with emerging makers paired with Accredited SWA Members to work 
collaboratively to design and make a new piece of furniture. Opening Sunday 18 February, 11am with Tools & Techniques 
Weekend (17 & 18 February) 
 
Catriona Pollard - “I am of you” – contemporary sculptural basketry - 15 April-3 June 
Opening Sunday 15 April, 11am 
 
Cultivate – inspired by nature  –  10 June-29 July 
New work in jewellery, ceramics, basketry & textiles inspired by nature – including Helen Earl, Mollie Bosworth, Cathy Franzi, 
Julie Ryder, Beth Hatton, Cara Johnson, Sophie Carnell & Leanne Marshall. Opening Sunday 10 June, 11am 
SPECIAL DISPLAY: Winter School artists  
 
Country - ancient lands  –  5 August-16 September 
New work by ceramic artist Avi Amesbury inspired by her recent international residency in Tel Aviv. 
Opening Sunday 5 August, 11am 
 
A visual feast - two artists and a chef  –  23 September-12 November 
Paintings and sculptures by Juliet Holmes à Court and Ruth Levine, recipes by James Viles (Biota). Opening Sunday 23 
September, 11am 
 
Sturt School for Wood Graduating Exhibition 2018 –  24 November-9 December 
Opening & Graduation Saturday 24 November, 11am 
 
Newdesign 3  –  14 December-February 2019 
New work in the world of craft & design presented in room settings including textiles, ceramics, wall coverings and furniture by 
Aidan Morris & others. Opening Friday 14 December, 6pm with Artisans Night Market 
SPECIAL DISPLAY: National Contemporary Jewellery Award 2018 – Griffith Regional Art Gallery  
 

Full details of all Sturt courses, exhibitions, residency programmes and events can be found on the website 
www.sturt.nsw.edu.au or to make a booking or enrolment call Sturt Shop on +61 2 4860 2083 or email shop@sturt.nsw.edu.au 

 
 
Mr Mark Viner, Head of Sturt  
  

http://www.sturt.nsw.edu.au/
mailto:shop@sturt.nsw.edu.au
http://www.sturt.nsw.edu.au/
mailto:shop@sturt.nsw.edu.au
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Deputy Head  
As expected the girls have returned to school with a positive attitude and they are well prepared for the year ahead. 
 
The first round of IGSSA Sport for Years 8 to 12 will be on Saturday 10 February, Year 7 tennis will play a game on that day but 
Year 7 softball teams will not have their first round until Saturday 17 February, they will play an internal match on 10 February.  
 
Most Extra-Subject and Co-curricular activities began this week, on Monday of Week 2. Timetables for tennis lessons and 
music lessons are in the process of being finalised, as are final lists for Nursing Home visits. 
 
For Outdoor Education Week for girls in Years 7 to 10, OEG will use the information contained in the Frensham medical form. 
These forms should now be completed. Asthma Management and Allergy Management Forms are available directly from the 
Health Centre if they are required. Equipment lists for Outdoor Education Week are located on page 50 of the 2018 Frensham 
Information Book (located on Schoolbox) and detailed information about the programme for each year group will be included in 
the next newsletter, e-mailed to parents and posted on Schoolbox. 
 
Absences from School 
As noted on page 30 of the 2018 Frensham Information Book; if a student is absent from school due to illness or injury, an 
explanatory note must be provided to the school office upon the students return.  
 
In accordance with our philosophy of duty of care, if student has an unexplained period of absence a letter will be mailed to her 
parents or guardians requesting written confirmation. 
 
Legislation requires that the School keep written documentation of all absences. All requests for leave should be made in 
writing to the Head, well in advance of the event to allow consideration and a written response. 
 
Mr Geoff Marsh, Deputy Head 
 
Boarding News 
House Staff were delighted to welcome all the girls, both returning students and new girls, to the 2018 School Year. It has been 
an exciting week in the Houses, as the girls returned to school to reconnect with friends and to welcome a large contingent of 
new boarders. Prefects, Heads of House and Shadows have done a tremendous job helping all to feel welcome on this first 
week of the year.   
 
The newly refurbished Kennedy House is generating new ways of operating ‘House life’ to take advantage of spacious common 
areas and locker facilities, and the girls and staff are getting used to daily modifications, with the installation of furniture and 
fittings, as the details are completed. In Hartfield we commenced installation of a gallery of artworks by former students, 
including Year 11 works selected annually for the Frensham Permanent Collection – with 40 works now on display in the foyer 
areas and student common rooms. Routines have quickly been established in both Linden Turner and Bryant McCarthy as the 
senior students have returned. 
 
On the first weekend of term, our first Closed Weekend for 2018, a range of carefully planned and meaningful activities was 
organised for all year groups. The Friday night activity organised by Year 12 was declared a perfect event for the start of term 
and Sport trials on Saturday morning were followed by a range of planned activities. Involvement of Years 10-12 in supporting 
the leadership of activities for juniors is a major component of School life, building community and relationships across year 
groups.  
 
Reminder:  
Day Boarders are welcome to be part of after-school House routines, and can be included in Dinner and Prep.  
For Years 7-9, we ask that parents let me know [email: boarding@frensham.nsw.edu.au] in advance, to ensure that House 
Staff, and teachers on Dinner supervision and Prep duty, can be advised ahead to expect your daughter. 
 
For parent information – to assist with planning, two emails have been sent to parents: 

1. A 2018 Weekend Planner, detailing Closed Weekends, Parent Weekends and Major Function Weekends. There are 
detailed notes regarding the type of Leave for each weekend 

2. Details for the Harden/Yass Bus pfor Term 1. The first return to Frensham will be on Sunday 18 February and the 
second Sunday 11 March. The bus will depart from Harden at 5.00pm and pick up at Yass at 6.00pm. The cost will be 
$50.00 per student.  

mailto:boarding@frensham.nsw.edu.au
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Please do not hesitate to contact the Mrs Vaughan and Mrs Wansey with any queries you may have:  
boarding@frensham.nsw.edu.au   
 
Mrs Tanya Vaughan, Director of Boarding; Mrs Amanda Wansey, Deputy Head of Boarding 
 
Director of Teaching and Learning 
A highlight for all staff on 11 December last year was discussing the full implementation of the Australian Professional 
Standards for Teachers (APST), by the NSW Education and Standards Authority (NESA). The APST, implemented from January 
2018, describes the elements of high quality, effective teaching. Designed by teachers for teachers, the APST serves as a public 
statement of teacher quality and a nationally consistent reference and description of the teaching role. Three domains of teaching 
are integral in performance and development planning: professional knowledge, professional practice and professional 
engagement.  
 
Staff also updated their professional knowledge by completing a course entitled, ‘Obligations in identifying and responding to 
children and young people at risk’, which was designed by The Australian Independent Schools Association NSW. Child protection 
is an important issue for everyone working in schools and this refresher course complemented earlier training in 2017 relating to 
obligations under the NSW Children and Young People (Care and Protection) Act 1998. Drawing on current research and a range 
of case studies, the course provided practical strategies and tools to assist in maintaining a culture of safety at WWS. 
 
In the week prior to welcoming our students back to an exciting new year at Gib Gate and Frensham, WWS Executive and 
Senior staff worked in a variety of planning and discussion sessions on Tuesday 23 and Wednesday 24 January related to 
teaching and learning goals and programmes for 2018. A feature of the week was the New Staff Induction Programme 
conducted over both days to welcome new colleagues who have joined us for the commencement of Term 1 2018. 
 
On 29 and 30 January, all staff engaged in various presentations and workshops prior to the first teaching day on 31 January. 
Plenary sessions on Strategic Planning and Major Projects 2018 were delivered by Head of WWS, Ms Julie Gillick, and a 
variety of workshops and presentations were given by senior staff. Time was also made available to plan together to meet the 
individual learning needs of all the students in our care. 
 
Ms Kate Chauncy, Director of Teaching and Learning, P-12 and Coordinator of Gifted & Talented Programmes 
 
Director of Studies 
Students in Years 7-10 are settling quickly into the routines of school life. Study practices that are established or reinforced in 
Prep will enhance classwork and promote effective strategies for long-term learning. In Years 10-12, students complete Prep in 
the Houses, while in Years 8-9, Prep is conducted at specific venues for each year group in school classrooms. Year 7 students 
use the Library for Prep.  

Prep is an important component of each student’s overall learning programme. It is set to help students move forward in 
meeting learning outcomes and is always integrated with classroom learning.  

Cal Newport’s book, Deep Work, refers to high quality work as a function of time spent and intensity of focus. In order 
to learn effectively, intense concentration is required. Prep is a form of deliberate practice where attention is on the skill 
requiring improvement or an idea/concept trying to be mastered. Newport emphasises that this ability to work for extended 
periods with full concentration on a task (without distraction), is critical, in optimising performance. Students during Prep will be 
supported to maintain focus and encouraged to become independent in their study habits. 

Year 11 students have commenced their Preliminary HSC courses. These courses are three terms in length, at which point the 
girls confirm their subject choices in preparation for Year 12. As part of their introduction to senior studies, Year 11 students will 
attend a meeting in the coming weeks to discuss approaches to study, including expected study targets and Prep 
responsibilities, organisational skills and assessment procedures. Much of this information is available in the Senior Studies 

Information Booklet, which was provided to students and parents in Term 3, 2017.   

As part of the NSW Educational Standards Authority (NESA) requirements, all Year 11 students must complete an online 
programme called ‘HSC: All My Own Work’ before they can be enrolled as Preliminary course students. This programme is 
designed to assist HSC students to follow the principles and practices of good scholarship and includes understanding and 
valuing ethical practices when locating and using information. Year 11 students will complete the programme in Camp Week.   

Year 12 students are quickly settling into the routines and application required to be successful learners. Vacation work will be 

mailto:boarding@frensham.nsw.edu.au
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assessed to provide girls with valuable feedback on areas for review. Term assessment schedules will soon be finalised with 
many students having commenced their Major Works in Visual Arts, Music, Drama, Design and Technology, History Extension 
and English Extension 2. As part of their tertiary orientation, all Year 12 students will participate in an excursion to Wollongong 
University on Thursday 9 February.  

Ms Janene van Gogh, Director of Studies – in Residence 
 
English and Drama 
Drama 
The Drama Faculty is ready for yet another exciting year on and off the stage. Planning is underway for the three major 
productions of the year: The Birthday Play for Senior students in June, directed by Ms Fiona Shannon; and the Junior 
Production in August for Years 8 and 9 students, directed by Mrs Sally Hannah. Mrs Hannah will also be directing the End of 
Year Musical, which will be performed during Jamieson Week in December, and will provide an opportunity for all students to 
participate. 
 
During Term 1, Year 7 students will participate in Drama lessons as part of the Jamieson programme. The course is designed 
to assist girls develop their confidence by teaching performance skills and the ability to work collaboratively with their peers in a 
fun and friendly environment. As a class, students will work with their teacher to devise a performance for the Year Weekend 
concert. 
 
Year 12 students have returned refreshed and prepared to tackle the challenges ahead and are well on their way to a 
successful year. In the first week of term, students in the HSC Drama course have presented work for their Individual Projects, 
which include Performance monologues and Costume Design. Throughout the year, students will be assisted by Mrs Hannah 
during scheduled mentoring sessions to develop and refine their work. 
 
On Tuesday 6 February, students from Years 11-12 Drama attended OnStage at the Seymour Centre. OnStage is a collection 
of exemplary performances and projects of the HSC cohort from 2017. In the evening, the students attended a performance of 
Mother at Belvoir Street Theatre, written by Daniel Keene and starring Noni Hazlehurst. Noni Hazlehurst has been touring 
Mother for over two years and everywhere it is performed, audiences are swept away; it is a moving and powerful play! 
 
 
There are many wonderful opportunities with professional theatre practitioners lined up for the year ahead both on campus and 
in Sydney. Zeal Theatre (playbuilding troupe) and Matriark Theatre (Commedia specialists) will be returning to Frensham this 
year with new productions and workshops to facilitate in broadening students’ understanding and appreciation of dramatic 
forms and performance styles. We are also very excited to host Treehouse Theatre in February, who will be presenting their 
latest show on the Clubbe Hall stage. Later in the year students from Years 10 and 11 Drama will see a performance of The 
Resistible Rise of Arturo, starring Hugo Weaving at the Sydney Theatre Company and our Senior students will attend 
productions of their HSC texts, The Lieutenant of Inishmore at New Theatre, Newtown and Stolen at Parramatta Riverside 
Theatres. 
 
Mrs Sally Hannah, Head of Drama  
 
English 
The mind is where language is processed, understood, and stored, which is in itself an astonishing capability. But it is also 
where the products of language are created in order to form opinions — where the decision to discriminate is made. Cultural 
factors are molded by mankind’s simple desire to express oneself, to be heard, to communicate.   
Kendra A. Palmer, Masters in Professional Writing, Chatham University, Pittsburgh, PA. 
 
English teachers and students are looking forward to interesting and exciting classroom experiences in 2018. One of the most 
important NESA syllabus goals is to foster the intellectual, creative, ethical and social development of students. This outcome 
has always been associated with the study of English literature, and the texts that Frensham students encounter provide a 
range of opportunities for deep personal reflection and for extending their understanding of the world and their place in it. 
 
Appreciation of literary texts is directly related to the NESA cross curricula general capabilities of critical and creative thinking, 
and ethical and intercultural understanding. These capabilities are fostered by the development and extension of literacy skills, 
which is the core of the English curriculum.  By reading and writing their own increasingly complex texts, students become not 
only proficient at decoding texts, but extend their ability to read for personal enrichment and knowledge, to synthesize 
information and to evaluate arguments, as well as to write fluently and effectively themselves.  
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In addition to learning to analyse a text, an increasingly important focus of the English curriculum is the students’ ability to 
express themselves creatively. The facility to use language creatively for a wide range of purposes is an essential skill in 
today’s world. John Dale, Professor of Writing and Director - Centre for New Writing, University of Technology Sydney, states 
that ‘to be a good writer a student must first of all be a good reader. Readers learn how literature is made, how it is put together, 
and what its cultural context is. They then recombine this knowledge to produce their own creative works’. 
 
Creative writing is not just producing fiction. Certainly our culture is reflected in and informed by the genre writing, short fiction, 
novel writing, novella, memoir and life writing, poetry, writing for multimedia and scriptwriting which so many of us enjoy. 
However, Dale notes a rapidly increasing interest in learning how to write non-fiction, driven in part by the desire for a greater 
number of professionals to communicate more lucidly with a broader range of people. In response to this demand, non-fiction 
writing has become a significant growth area for postgraduate coursework students, with creative non-fiction and literary 
journalism classes overflowing at many of the 36 Australian university writing programs.  
 
In Frensham English classrooms, students read and think critically as a way of establishing and articulating their views through 
creative response and argument. This process of developing writing skills, both fiction and non-fiction, is an exciting and 
liberating experience for both the students and their teachers.  
 
Ms Jennie Mickle, Director of English 
 
French 
To all Year 7 students starting French at Frensham this year, we say “Bienvenue!” Among these girls, there is a mélange of 
experiences, competencies and expectations relating to French: some have been learning the language for six or more years 
already at primary school, while others started officially with us this week ... although it has been pointed out that, thanks to 
such linguistic appropriations as ‘restaurant’, ‘café’, ‘ballet’, ‘croissant’, ‘déjà vu’, ‘baguette’, etc, they have all in fact been 
speaking some French since infancy! Textbooks, workbooks, websites and school-produced enrichment booklets cater to the 
diverse learning needs of each child, supporting and extending her language acquisition, whatever her starting-point. While it is 
still early days, there is definitely an atmosphere of excited anticipation in the Year 7 classrooms at the opportunity to learn this 
most beautiful of languages. 
 
Similarly, throughout French classes from Year 8 to Year 12 Extension, there is a perceptible frisson of excitement as we 
welcome Mademoiselle Chelsea Wallis and Mrs Kerry Lennon to our staff. We look forward to a dynamic and enjoyable year 
ahead! 
 
Mesdemoiselles Victoria Akins and Chelsea Wallis and Madame Rosie Chuvand, French teachers 
 
Latin 
Year 12 Latin students have commenced what is in effect the second term of their HSC study. They are continuing to study the 
prescribed HSC poetry text: Virgil’s Aeneid Book 2 and will soon be commencing the prose text: Cicero’s Pro Archia, a speech 
defending a Greek poet, Licinius Archias, who was accused of not being a Roman Citizen. The Year 11 students are looking 
forward to studying authentic Latin texts this year, beginning with the poetry of Catullus who is most famous for his love poems 
to his girlfriend Clodia, for whom he used the pseudonym Lesbia - a great compliment as it refers to the island of Lesbos and its 
most famous inhabitant, the Greek poet Sappho. Years 9 and 10 have new workbooks and will continue learning grammar and 
civilisation. Year 8 will commence their study of Latin in Term 2. An important event this term is the National Latin Exam held in 
March and students in Years 9, 10, 11 and 12 will be busy practising past papers. 
 
Ms Liz Stephenson and Miss Victoria Akins 
Latin Teachers 
 
Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE) 
All HSIE students have made a positive start to 2018 and are looking forward to the exciting learning opportunities presented by 
the diverse subjects taught in HSIE. 
 
Seniors commence the year with a revision of their vacation work. In Year 12, Ancient History will then begin the Core Study of 
Pompeii and Herculaneum. Modern History will start with an examination of Russia, beginning with the Russian Revolution. 
Students in Geography will be looking at intertidal wetlands in preparation for their excursion this week. Economics will examine 
Australia’s place in the global economy, particularly examining issues of protectionism and Australia’s relationship with the 
USA. History Extension students continue their examination of a range of historians and how and why they view History 
differently. Business Studies students are examining Marketing, specifically investigating the role, influences and processes 
involved in marketing. 
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Commencing their senior study is an exciting time for Year 11 students. The Ancient History class will start by examining 
Ancient Human Remains. Modern History students will begin with a unit that looks at how Modern History is constructed, 
specifically through the examination of the presidency of Donald Trump. Students in Geography begin the year with an 
introduction to the Senior Geography Project and an investigation of the nature of Geography. Business Studies students will 
examine the nature of business and understand the basic factors involved in businesses on a range of scales. 
 
Junior students in World Studies (Years 7 and 8) and Australian Studies (Years 9 and 10) will begin by examining History. They 
will then switch to Geography in Semester 2. Years 9 and 10 Elective History commences with units that challenge students’ 
understanding of history and historical knowledge. 
 
Should there be any questions about the nature of the content of any HSIE courses, I would be pleased to be contacted to 
arrange a time for discussion.  
 
Dr Stephen Clarke, Head of HSIE 
 
Jamieson Programme 
The Jamieson Programme began with Jamieson Weekends in 1986 when some of the bequest of Hilda Jamieson was used to 
buy camping equipment for Frensham. It has expanded since then to become an integral programme in the School, built on the 
belief that ‘… Exposure to challenges, in a secure environment, can awaken in young people a belief in themselves 
which will stay with them throughout their lives…’ Today this concept is applied to the planning for Closed Weekends, to 
Jamieson Week (the final week of the school year) and to a core curriculum area across Years 7–10. The essential topics in the 
programme fall under the focus areas of: Global Citizenship, Responsibility, Service and Leadership, Health, Fitness and 
Physical Challenge, and Critical, Ethical and Flexible Thinking. During this term, students will be involved in the following 
aspects of the Jamieson Programme.  
 
 Year 7: In Frensham Studies, students will learn about the history and philosophy of the School. 
 Year 8: The girls will have the opportunity, once a year, to assist at the local Riding for the Disabled Club. Ms Fennell has 

prepared a roster and will notify the students involved each week.  
 Year 9: The fortnightly Thursday programme commenced last week, with the girls participating in a presentation on the 

Jamieson Programme, with special emphasis on the Cambridge IGCSE course. In preparation for the Cambridge IGCSE 
course Global Perspectives, Year 9 students will continue to investigate the issue, “Are horses being pushed too far for our 
own entertainment?” using the Cambridge response template. It is hoped that responding to a practice question early on in 
the term will help model the process for students who will be completing one investigation independently this term. They 
will also complete a set of Fitness Goals, both short-term and long-term, which they hope to achieve this year and will 
participate in a fitness-testing sessions in the coming weeks.  

 Year 10: Year 10 will commence a series of workshops on Religious Studies. 
 
Ms Merrilee Harris, Head of Jamieson Programme  
 
Mathematics 
Welcome to 2018, a number with a surprisingly small number of factors (4) and a very short prime factorisation (2 x 1009)! We 
have two short things to tell you: 
 
First, we congratulate the Class of 2017 on their excellent 2017 HSC Mathematics results.  All members of the faculty follow the 
girls’ progress, regardless of whether or not they are teaching them, and we work closely as a team to encourage and coach.   
We are looking forward to working with you and your daughters throughout the year as we strive to enhance student outcomes 
for all members of our school community. 
 
Second, this year we are starting the roll out of new Stage 6 (Years 11/12) Mathematics courses beginning with the Year 11 
Mathematics Standard Course (essentially replacing the Mathematics General Course). For further details please familiarise 
yourselves with the NESA website, in particular the Stage 6 Courses, 
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/stage-6-learning-areas/stage-6-mathematics .  
 
Last, it would be remiss of me not to mention, in particular, Mr Eddie Woo.  If you missed the news, Eddie Woo is the recipient 
of the Local Hero of the Year Award 2018. His speech was certainly music to a mathematician’s ear. [See: 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-01-26/eddie-and-his-wootube-channel-win-australia-day-recognition/9364564]. 
  
Excerpts from his Australia Day Speech 2018:  

http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/stage-6-learning-areas/stage-6-mathematics
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-01-26/eddie-and-his-wootube-channel-win-australia-day-recognition/9364564
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(i) ...there’s something I want to emphasise to the current generation of young people. So many of the stories you hear and the 
films you watch tell you that if you want to find fulfilment, then you need to listen to your heart and follow your passion. But I 
don’t buy that. I didn’t come out of high school passionate about mathematics - quite the opposite! If you’re a young person 
trying to find your way in the world, I don’t think you need to follow your passion. I think you have to become passionate 
about following need. Seeing a need is what set me on the path of becoming a mathematics teacher. Seeing a need is what 
led me to start filming my classroom lessons five years ago and putting them on the internet. Fulfilment isn’t found in looking 
into yourself, it’s found in looking to others and having a heart to serve them with the gifts that you’ve been given... 
....Passion isn’t something we follow; passion is something we form, over time, as we discover what matters in our world and 
how we can make an impact on it.  
 
(ii) "I love helping people learn and it is an unending privilege being able to interact with young people and help them grow, 
flourish and find their place out in the world." 
 
All the best for 2 x 1009, we wish you a happy and productive year!  
 
Ms Joanne Allison, Head of Mathematics  
 
Music 
Staff in the Music Faculty are genuinely excited to be joined this year by Miss Emily Sinden, a highly motivated and highly 
respected classroom teacher. Miss Sinden will also be conducting the Frensham String Ensembles where she will be able to 
lead by example, being an outstanding violinist herself.  
 
All Choir and Instrumental Ensemble rehearsals have resumed this week: the Kennedy Strings, String Quartet, Concert Band 
and Stage Band. There are three choirs at Frensham: the Junior Choir, Senior Choir and Madrigals. Parents might note that the 
Junior Choir is an inclusive ensemble and all students from Years 7 and 8 are invited to join.  Entry into the other choirs is by 
means of audition and new students have already started attending tryouts.  
 
Individual music lessons have also commenced by now for most students. Parents who may not have completed the form for 
Extra-Curricular Music lessons should please do so as soon as possible. 
 
Mr Michael Spencer, Head of Music 
 
Science 
The Science Faculty would like to welcome Ms Wendy Rowan to Frensham.  In 2018 she will be teaching Year 12 Physics, 
Year 11 Chemistry and Year 10 Science. 
 
There is also great excitement in the Science Faculty about this year’s Australian of the Year – Professor Michelle Yvonne 
Simmons who is a Quantum physicist.  Five years ago, Professor Simmons and her team developed the first transistor made 
from a single atom, as well as the world’s thinnest wire.  She is now looking to build a quantum computer capable of solving 
problems in minutes, which would otherwise take thousands of years.  Hopefully this win by Professor Simmons will help to 
raise the profile of women and girls in Science.  During her acceptance speech, Professor Simmons said her industry is male-
dominated and she hoped the win would shatter expectations of what careers women should pursue and achieve. "I think one 
of the important things – and the message I hope to get out there – is to defy those expectations," Professor Simmons said. 
 
Year 11 Biology, Chemistry and Physics classes will be starting the new Australian syllabus this year along with the rest of 
NSW. We are excited about the changes that have been made to the syllabi and are looking forward to teaching new courses. 
 
Mrs Alison Andrew, Head of Science  
 
Agriculture & Show Cattle Team 
A Frensham fairy tale… once upon a time there were three little pigs named 
Hyacinth, Iris and Jon Quil. They were born on ‘Waayouringong’, Forbes, the 
property of Mr Michael Williams (grandfather of Emily Williams, Year 11), 
who manages Tallabung Pork, a boutique pork production company 
producing free-range and pasture-raised rare black breeds. Tallabung Pork 
produces slow growing and highly marbling pork for a range of gourmet 
butchers and restaurants in Sydney. The three little pigs now reside at Holt 
Farm, Frensham, enjoying the Southern Highlands climate and getting ready 
to meet their Agricultural student handlers. The agricultural classes will study 
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the pig’s growth rate over the term and make comparisons to the standard (white) commercial pigs produced for Australian 
markets. The students will complete a research project on the production of the pigs for submission to the Schools Pig 
Competition at the Sydney Royal Easter Show this year. The pigs will also enter the Show in a live judging event as part of the 
Competition.  
 
Show Cattle Team Report 
A team of eleven students and ten steers competed at the Berry Show on Saturday 3 February, with outstanding results (for 
publication in the next Newsletter. This was the first outing of the 2018 season and was a fun experience for all involved, with 
students competing in the ECM Livestock Moss Vale Junior Steer Competition, led steer competitions and Paraders 
Competitions.  
 
Ms Leonie Mutch, Co-ordinator of Agriculture 
  
PDHPE 
A major role of the PDHPE curriculum is a focus on the value of movement, physical activity, physical literacy, and physical 
education to build knowledge, understanding and skills for a lifetime of physical activity. 

“Movement is embedded throughout the content to build movement competence across a range of physical activities. 
Movement provides a powerful context for learning across the curriculum and for developing interpersonal and self-
management skills. Physical literacy is developed through an inclusive and holistic approach with an equal focus on movement 
proficiency, motivation to move and appreciation of the value of moving.” (NSW Dept Education, PDHPE Curriculum) 

Physical literacy is defined as “the motivation, confidence, physical competence, understanding and knowledge to maintain 
physical activity at an individually appropriate level, throughout life” (Whitehead, 2006). Students who are physically literate are 
able to lead a healthy lifestyle and assist others to do the same. Research has shown that being physically active later in life 
depends on an individual's ability to feel confident in physical activity settings. Physical literacy involves developing: 

- the motivation to be involved in physical activity during and after school 
- confidence in movement ability and sense of self 
- ability to set goals and make informed decisions 
- physical competence across a range of environments and activities 
- knowledge and understanding of the value of physical activity 
 

PDHPE classes at Frensham support this philosophy and aim to develop in all students, skills, knowledge and attitudes relating 
to the value of movement. Participation and improvement at an individual level, and recognition of the significance of 
cooperation and teamwork, are integral to well-being now and for the future. 
 
Ms Janene van Gogh, Acting Head of PDHPE 
 
Sport 
Wet Weather arrangements for Saturday Sport 
Cancellations of Saturday Sport are rarely made before Saturday morning, unless a venue notifies IGSSA that the facilities will 
not be playable prior to this. AMEND ALL Means of gaining information concerning play: IGSSA WEBSITE: 

 http://ahigs.nsw.edu.au/IGSSA.aspx 
 
For example:  
If checking re Softball at Frensham, TEXT 'softballf’’, Tennis at Frensham, TEXT ‘tennisf’, Tennis at Gib Gate,TEXT ‘tennisg’ or 
Tennis at Bowral Tennis Club, TEXT ‘tennisb’ 
 
SMS Weather Information:  
Using your mobile phone, SMS your keyword to 1992 5465. Messages cost 55c per message sent. Your keyword is the name 
of the sport and the first initial of the venue. A return SMS will be sent that gives you the status of the venue - open or closed. 
IGSSA have introduced a new method to gain access to all information regarding your daughter’s IGSSA Sport. No registration 
is required, simply follow the steps below. Once you have this, you are able to send it as a link to your home screen on your 
mobile phone. For example: Team 1 Softball is FRE01; Junior A Softball is FRE07. This number is on the draw each week 
and changes with each Sport. When accessing information about your daughter’s team, please check her team number. 
 
myIGSSA Mobile Screens:  
As it is not necessary to be registered to use the new mobile screens, students, coaches and parents can access them from a 
smartphone, tablet or computer. To access all mobile screens set up a bookmark- http://m.ahigs.nsw.edu.au 

http://ahigs.nsw.edu.au/IGSSA.aspx
http://m.ahigs.nsw.edu.au/
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- Check venue closures (Click on the venue closures icon) 
- Find games for selected teams (including links to maps) 
- Check results and ladders (full point score tables will still be available on the website). 

 
Term 1 2018 
 
Gymnastics 
Numbers of girls doing Gymnastics at Frensham continue to increase. This year there are 10 enthusiastic members in the 2018 
Gymnastics team, all eager to improve their skills. Training commenced on Wednesday 7 February from 4.00pm-5.30pm and 
continues every Wednesday during the school year. All training takes place at the PCYC Southern Highlands Gymnastics Club 
in Mittagong and students are transported to and from this venue as a group. Students will train throughout the year, with the 
IGSSA Carnival being held in October. 
 
Softball and Tennis 
Trials commenced last week, including Saturday morning, for both Tennis and Softball. Times for trials are always posted on 
Schoolbox, in Houses and at White Cottage. Once teams have been selected, girls train in their teams, with the first round of 
IGSSA Competition next Saturday 10 February. The draw is posted each week at White Cottage and on Schoolbox. 
 

Girls must be on the Games Field at least 30 minutes before their games commence. For Softball, all players must wear shin 
pads, mouth guards and have a glove. All other equipment is provided by the School. Tennis players need their own tennis 
racquet. All girls are required to wear their hat for training and matches. There are no exceptions to this requirement.  
Training sessions: 
- Juniors (Years 7, 8 and 9): Tuesday 4.00pm-5.30pm; Friday 4.00pm-5.00pm 
- Seniors (Years 10, 11 and 12): Thursday 4.00pm-5.30pm; Friday 5.00pm-6.00pm. 
- Match times: Softball: 8.00am, 9.15am, 10.30am; Tennis: 7.45am-9.45am; 9.55am-11.55am 

 
Swimming 
This term, Swimming (for Sport – in addition to Swimming for recreation) is for those who are keen to swim at the IGSSA 
Carnival and also those who are keen to improve their fitness. All swimmers who attend the sessions will be following the 
training programmes of the coach, Ms Jenny Balla. All girls who are part of the Swimming Squad this term will be swimming a 
minimum three times each week. Girls have nominated which sessions they would like to attend and they must attend all these 
for the duration of the term. The Swimming Squad will be participating in a number of carnivals this season including Mittagong 
Swimming Club nights, the Southern Highlands Twilight Carnival and the IGSSA Carnival. Squad training is from 6.00am-
7.00am each morning Monday–Friday. There is also a session on Saturday mornings which all squad members are welcome to 
attend if it does not interfere with their Softball/Tennis commitments. 

Carnival Dates: 
Wednesday 28 February: Southern Highlands Twilight Carnival: 5.00pm-8.00pm 
Friday 16 March: IGSSA Swimming Carnival: 6.00am-3.30pm. 
 

Miss Erin Gray, Acting Head of Sport 
 
Equestrian  
The Equestrian Programme for 2018 is well underway.  A number of students are riding on Monday and Wednesday afternoons at 
the range of venues across the Southern Highlands. Starting in Week 2, Frensham will be transporting girls to and from these 
venues. 
 

Lessons for riders who have their own horse will continue on Monday and Wednesday afternoons at Sutton Farm Equestrian 
Centre where the focus will be on competitive riding. For the past couple of years, and continuing this year, Mr Richard Lavender 
(Bowral) has a number of horses for lease for riders who wish to compete. Mr Lavender also takes outside horses as part of this 
programme. In addition, a number of girls are riding their own horses at ACE Performance Riding, which is owned and operated 
by Augusta Clarke (Sutton Forest). Transport is arranged for both of these groups on Monday and Wednesday afternoons. 
 

This year we have welcomed several new students to the equestrian team, many of whom are experienced riders and who are 
interested in representing Frensham in Interschool Events. Year 12 Heads of Equestrian, April Stokman and Ruby Kennett will hold 
regular meetings to communicate information they may have received about upcoming events and other useful information 
regarding Interschool rules, uniform etc. In addition to this, girls should ensure they check their emails and Schoolbox regularly for 
news and event brochure postings. 
 

Reminders: 
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 Please submit an Equestrian Leave form (available on Schoolbox) to Mr Marsh several weeks ahead, so the request can be 
discussed, and approval provided in writing, if granted. 

 Saddle Cloths and Helmet covers needed for Interschool competition are available by contacting Miss Akins. These are 
charged as sundries on the girls’ accounts. 

 

Frensham has received an invitation to attend the 2017 Annual Equestrian Awards night on Tuesday 20 February to accept the 
award for Equestrian NSW Interschools – Champion Secondary School. Miss Akins, the Heads of Equestrian and representative 
senior riders will attend for Frensham as guests of Ms Gillick. 
 

Girls are reminded to submit results from events via the Google document set up so these can be published for the wider school 
community.  
 
Miss Victoria Akins, Equestrian Coordinator 
 
Visual Arts/Design & Technology 
Students studying Visual Arts (Years 8-12) in Term 1 have been briefed about units of work to begin the term and are planning 
specific artworks for these units (Year 7 students will begin Visual Arts in Term 2). 
 

Students studying Visual Arts for the 2018 Higher School Certificate began formulating ideas for Bodies of Work during Week 1 of 
Term 4 last year.  Students have been reminded of the timeline for their Bodies of Work (due to NESA in Week 7 of Term 3) and 
the importance of using practical periods and time outside of the classroom in an efficient and industrious manner.  Students were 
presented with an update of a calendar which tracks time until submission of their Bodies of Work. Attention was drawn to the fact 
that by the end of Term 1, students will have completed 18 of 28 effective weeks to resolve their work.  Similar to other years, there 
is strong diversity of both subject matter and media explored by the cohort.  Mrs Spencer and Mr Alldis will discuss with each 
student how they will best move forward with their Bodies of Work in the first half of Term 1.   
 

In Year 11, students are exploring the phrase “The World is an Amazing Place” as the basis for artmaking.  The topic areas for 
Year 11 Visual Arts are deliberately quite open to interpretation to allow students increasing control over subject matter as they 
move through Stage 6. Students will produce works with a focus on painting or drawing, with the ability to consider innovative and 
contemporary modes of presentation.  Printmaking will be the focus of the unit in Term 2.  Year 11 is a time where students can 
look to consolidate skills in a preferred medium, or alternately try something new and perhaps out of their comfort zone in 
preparation for the HSC. 
 

During Semester 1, Years 9 and 10 students are using their environment as the thematic basis for the making of artworks.  Using 
the Frensham natural environment, built environment and people as broad subjects to explore, and working from photographic 
reference images taken around the campus, the students will use oil paints to produce a small painting on canvas.  
 

The Year 8 Visual Arts course is for Term 1 only and focuses on the depiction of the landscape. Students will produce drawings, 
paintings and prints based on their experiences and interpretations of varied landscapes.   
 

The Visual Arts staff look forward to welcoming Year 7 to the study of this subject at the beginning of Term 2. 
 

Mr Phil Alldis, Head of Visual Arts and Design 
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