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Birthday Weekend Messages 
‘I strongly believe that the things that are most worth doing in life are nearly always hard to do.’   
‘If we want young people to be the best they can be (at anything) we must set the bar high and tell them we expect them to 
jump over it. My strong belief is that we need to be teaching all students – girls and boys – to have high expectations of 
themselves...’ Professor Michelle Simmons, 2018 Australian of the Year, Scientia Professor of Physics, UNSW - Frensham’s 
Birthday Service, 3 June 2018] 
 
Commentary on Professor Simmons’ Address for the 105th Birthday of Frensham reflected her ability to challenge and inspire, 
and the ripple effect of the past two weeks is still evident. Director of English Ms Jennie Mickle notes:  
Birthdays are a time for celebration and reflection and Professor Michelle Simmons, guest speaker at the Birthday Service, 
reminded us of that with anecdotes of her own school life and of her career as a quantum physicist. Those of us with many 
years’ life experience do not find it difficult to reflect on our goals and strengths. However, for our students, the excitement is in 
dreaming of what can be achieved, and reflecting on the effort required to realise those dreams. Professor Simmons’ message - 
that success comes from choices made by the individual - is a timely one in a world that has never offered young people more 
choices than it does today.  
 
I am pleased to share a little of the generous feedback from the Birthday Weekend: 
- What a wonderful Birthday Weekend! I thought Michelle Simmons was an inspiring choice for a speaker. What a great 

message (or messages)...so much in it for everyone!  
- The Play was fantastic, the musical performances today just incredible (I think the highlight for me was The Greatest 

Showman tune), and the School spirit. I also wanted to say thank you to the teachers... 
- Just a quick note to say how much we enjoyed the amazing range of musical performances on Sunday. Our sense was 

that this Year 12 cohort has incredible talent and dedication. The intensity of emotion they shared when the Girdle and 
Irises were awarded was also a joy to witness. 

- One Voice was spine tingling, bringing a very emotional response from myself and many others. One of the many 
highlights for me was the (Birthday Lunch) speech given by Miss Wong...the girls were truly inspired... 

- The play was just delightful, the girls’ singing was truly wonderful and the best to date ...it was just a brilliant weekend... 
- Everyone was chuffed the parent-daughter sport could proceed despite the weather. The play was terrific. The instrumental 

performances on Sunday were fabulous. The Year 12 singing (and slideshow) and This is Me were wonderfully 
memorable. It is so moving, enjoyable and heart-warming to see the girls performing at their best and also having a good 
time. And, Guest Speaker – tremendous! 

 
Acknowledgement to: 
 Recent Girdle and Iris recipients: Girdles - Lucy Brigstocke (Music), Gabrielle Steiner (Mathematics); Irises - Ella Pratt 

(Academic Excellence), Georgia Richardson (Music);  
 Sienna Campese (Year 8), selected in the 2019 NSW U15 Hockey squad; 
 Charlotte Menzies (Year 10) and Hilary Swan (Year 7) for their selection to the Greater Illawarra Cricket NSW Female Zone 

Academy Squad, 2018 (This is Charlotte’s fifth year of selection to the squad); 
 Antoinette Inglis (Year 12), placed 3rd in the 18 Years 6km course at the NSW Combined Independent Schools Cross 

Country event; 
 Frensham Madrigals for their performance at the Sydney Eisteddfod, 1st Youth Vocal Ensemble, 2nd Youth Sacred Choral – 

which qualifies them for a place in the Australasian Championships, later this month. 
 
Members of the Order of Australia (AM) in the 2018 Queen’s Birthday Honours List: 
- Company Member and former Convenor of Company and past parent, Mrs Gillian Storey - for "significant service to women 

in regional and remote areas, to politics and public policy, and to the community of Yass".  
- Former WWS Foundation Chair and past parent, Hon John Sharp – for “service to community; parliament; aviation”. 
 
Inspirational ‘Old Girl’- Sarah Eddowes (2005) – recent update: 
After her HSC, Sarah completed a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Painting) at the College of Fine Arts, Sydney, which included an 
exchange programme with the École Nationale Supérieure des Arts Décoratifs in Paris.  She has since completed a Master of 
Animation at UTS, a Graduate Certificate of Visual Effects, Australian Film, Television and Radio School, and last year, a 
Master of Fine Arts (Research) at the National Art School, Sydney. This year Sarah entered a portrait in the Archibald Prize of 
internationally-known composer and Bowral resident, Ann Carr-Boyd AM. Sarah is working towards her solo exhibition in July at 
220 Creative Space, Woolloomooloo, and later this year will take up a one-month residency in Beijing at the Redgate Gallery. 
 
Julie A Gillick 
Head of Frensham 
Head of Frensham Schools  
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Frensham Advisory Committee 2018 Gib Gate  Advisory Committee 2018 

Mrs Caroline Begg 
Mr David Cullen 
Ms Ruby Curtis 
Mrs Penny Hanan 
Mrs Kiki Hill 
Mrs Erica Holcombe 
Mr John Hopkins 
Mr Simon Logan 
Mrs Angela Macken (Sec) 
Mrs miChelle McGufficke 
Mrs Nicola Robertson 
Ms Jo Thomson (Chair) 
 

r-cbegg@bigpond.net.au  
david@oakstand.com.au 
44ruby@gmail.com  
pennyhanan@mac.com  
kikihill64@gmail.com  
erica@dc-it.com.au 
hopkinspastoral@bigpond.com  
simez@bigpond.com  
themackenfamily@gmail.com  
milliefarming@activ8.net.au 
nicola@nicolarobertsonots.com.au  
j.thomson@tpg.com.au  
 

Mrs Sara Moylan (Sec) 
Mrs Rowena Bendror 
 (FOGG) 
Mrs Chelsea Doyle 
Mr David Griffin (Chair) 
Mrs Kate Iori 
Mr Trent Johns 
Mrs Tanya Gregory 
Mrs Denise Telford 
Mrs Lucy Wilson 
 

saralmoylan@gmail.com  
sales@littlestepsonline.com.au  
 
chelseakdoyle@gmail.com  
david.griffin291@gmail.com  
kateiori@hotmail.com  
trent@theimperial.com.au  
tanyajgregory@gmail.com  
denise.telford@gmail.com  
luluwilson@live.com  
 

TERM DATES 2018 – Gib Gate and Frensham 

Term 2 
Gib Gate & Frensham 
Monday 30 April -Thursday 28 June, 3.00pm  
(Year 10  Work Experience ends Friday 29 June) 
 
 

Term 3 
Gib Gate & Frensham 
Tuesday 24 July-Thursday 27 September, 3.00pm  
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 
 
Term 4 
Gib Gate: Monday 15 October-Friday 7 December 3.00pm 
Frensham: ends Sunday 9 December 12.00pm (after 
11.00am Carol Service) 
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 
 

2018 PARENT WEEKENDS – Confirmed dates for attendance of all students Years 7-12 

Term 3:   
Year 11 *Saturday 11 August-**Sunday 12 August 
 [Year 10 Saturday 11 August – Year 10 
planning  for Senior Studies (with parents on Saturday)] 
 
 
Year 9 Saturday 1 September-Sunday 2  September 
[Date aligned to HSC Visual Arts/Design Tech Exhibition] 

 
Saturday 1 September - Father~Daughter Ball  

Saturday 1 September - Head’s Tour of Frensham 
 

 

 
Reminder – all of Years 7-12 are to  
attend all Parent Weekend Services 

 
*Saturday 11 August 

Annual Dinner – WWS Foundation 
 

**Sunday 12 August 
Official Opening of the extended and renovated  

Frensham Dining Room  
and the newly renovated  

Kennedy House 
 

Ranier Uniform Shop ~ 2018 

 
 

All fittings for uniforms are by appointment, during shop hours: Mondays and Thursdays 12.00pm-5.00pm 
 
Shop Manager: Mrs Michelle Wynn. To order items, please call the Shop: (02) 4860 2136 [BH], email: frensham@ranier.com.au  
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Class of 2013, 5 Year Reunion – Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 June, 2018 
It was wonderful to see such an enthusiastic group of 
Old Girls from 2013 return to School for the Birthday 
Weekend celebrations; nearly 40 of the cohort were in 
attendance over the weekend. 
 
On Saturday afternoon, many of the group met for 
coffee and for Ms Gillick’s updates about the School 
prior to joining Year 12, 2018 for hockey and netball 
matches on the Games Field - despite the persistent 
showers. 
 
On Sunday, a large contingent returned for the Birthday 
Service and Concert, and were in fine voice for 40 Years 
On – joining in the singing from the floor, with current 
girls.  
 
We were delighted to host them 
and hear of their work, studies … 
and engagements! 
 
Many thanks to Emma Murphy, 
Year group Coordinator, for making 
the weekend such a success. 
 
From a current parent: ‘You would 
no doubt have missed seeing the 
enormous rows of girls (current and 
past) arm in arm swaying and 
joyfully singing ’40 Years On’ – this 
looked and felt magnificent!’   

For a full list of events and Reunions, please visit: www.frensham.nsw.edu.au/community/fellowship 
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Annual Dinner Silent Auction 

 
The Auction will be online and open for bidding in advance of the dinner and if you are not able to attend the Dinner you will 
still be able to bid online. Two of the items to look forward to include: 
 
Two nights for two people at Villa Selalu on Gili Gede, 
Lombok, Indonesia 
Fully staffed with live-in Manager, chef, house-keeping, ground 
keepers and security. Includes the use of all living and 
entertainment areas, pool, private beach and equipment (kayaks, 
paddle boards, push bikes and snorkelling) - all to yourself. And 
you will be absolutely pampered by all the staff!  If two days isn’t 
enough you can just extend your stay by contacting Villa Selalu 
direct.              
Value $1000 
Donated by : Belinda Darvall  
 
Rockford Basket Press Shiraz – 6 bottles 2008-2013 
This highly sought after Barossa Shiraz is one of the Barossa’s 
finest reds and only offered from the vineyard to ‘Stone Wall 
Members’. These wines have been collected year by year and 
cellared in excellent Southern Highlands’ conditions. James 
Halliday lavishes the following praise: Rockford can only be 
described as an icon, no matter how overused that word may be. 
The Basket Press Shiraz is as scarce as Henschke Hill of Grace 
(but less expensive).         
Value: $1000 
Donated by: Mark & Jane Camilleri 
 
Silent Auction prizes are needed! 

 Items that cover all age groups, interests and price 
points 

 Holiday stays in houses and other experiences are always popular 
 No item is too small or too large 

 
To make a donation, please contact Michele Scamps – mscamps@frensham.nsw.edu.au. 

For more information on WWS Foundation, please contact: Michele Scamps +61 2 4860 2000   
foundation@frensham.nsw.edu.au 
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Gib Gate Semester One reports are currently being prepared and will be emailed to parents prior to the end of Term. Parents 
are encouraged to contact me if you have any questions or concerns prior to the commencement of Term 3. As always, parents 
are asked to consider how reports can be shared in a positive way with the students. I encourage you to read the Report 
carefully, considering all aspects including individual subject comments, specialist teacher comments, the teacher’s general 
comment, grades and participation in extra-curricular activities to gain an overall picture of your child’s experiences during Term 
1 and Term 2. Reports in their entirety give insight into individual progress, strengths and areas for improvement and present an 
opportunity for parents and students to discuss goal setting for Semester Two.  
 
Preparing Semester One reports and, in particular, reading the Student Highlights section from Kindergarten to Year 6, 
reminded me of the varied interests and strengths of the Gib Gate student community. Able to articulate where they are at in 
their learning and able to reflect on their progress, it is clear that students, particularly in the senior Primary years, feel confident 
and motivated to build on their achievements.  
 
Ms Sally Robson, Head of Gib Gate 
 
Curriculum Highlights 2018 
Semester One 2018 Student Learning Highlights 
Kindergarten 
- I really like learning spelling. I like spelling letters on the Smartboard. We get to move the sounds into the boxes. I like 

doing my work carefully. 
- I like learning and sticking some work in my work book and putting up the leaves on the word tree. I like sitting at my desk 

and I love playing outside and talking to my teacher. I just love it. 
 
Year 1 
- One of my learning highlights this semester was going into the school playground and collecting snails for our Science unit. 

It was really fun. I also loved riding my bike during Bike Education.  
- My learning highlights included researching about the past. I made a poster about school in the olden days and it was fun. I 

also loved going to Visual Arts lessons because we made a beehive. 
 
Year 2 
- The best thing about being in Year 2 is Science, Cross Country, Bike Education, the Swimming Carnival and Peer Support. 

I have enjoyed learning about 3D shapes in Maths, handwriting in English and making PowerPoints. I have enjoyed 
learning to play the piano. My favourite subject is Science because I like the experiments and mixing different ingredients. 
One highlight for me has been learning things I don’t know. 

- The best thing about being in Year 2 is the activities in Maths and Science. I have enjoyed learning about measurement. 
My favourite subject is PE because it is active and I enjoyed Bike Education. Another thing I have enjoyed is running the 
IPSHA Cross Country carnival in Sydney.  

 
Year 3 
- This semester, my learning highlight has been in Sport, specifically when I throw the discus. I was really happy that I threw 

the discus 12.03 metres because this beat my previous record. This is important to me because I like getting better at 
sport. I am also proud of my achievements in Lucy’s Craft Workshop because I had fun while improving my stitching. I am 
very proud of the turtle and the whale that I made. 

- This semester, my learning highlight has been in the Mathematics topic of Time. This is because beforehand, I could only 
tell the time if it was o’clock but now I can tell all of the time. Another highlight for me has been my progress in tennis skills 
because now I am in the higher level of squad. I was very proud when I represented Gib Gate at the IPSHA Swimming 
carnival because I tried my hardest when competing in the 50 metre pool. Music has been another highlight for me 
because I am proud that I am now doing AMEB exams.  

 
Year 4 
- This semester, I have enjoyed everything at school and I feel I have been working my hardest and improved in every 

subject. I have especially enjoyed reading and writing in English, our class novel Tom Appleby Convict Boy is so 
interesting. I have also loved our History work about explorers and convicts and I have learnt lots of new information. 

- This semester, I have really enjoyed independent reading, because I like to sit in silence and read a book of my choice.  I 
have liked learning my times tables and now I know most of them off by heart. It was fun in Science when we learned about 
the different parts of a flower. I also enjoyed making a PowerPoint about explorers, I researched Dirk Hartog and I learnt a 
lot about him including that an island is even named after him. 

 



 

 
7 

Year 5 
- In Mathematics, I have been learning about using new strategies for division. I also have been learning how to solve 

multiplication problems using the area method and my tables have improved a lot. I now know how to use the vertical and 
number line strategies better.  In English, I have been learning how to improve my paragraphs and write more neatly 
against the margin. In Sport, I have improved in my running and soccer. I am excited about Science and Technology and 
doing experiments with my partner.   

- I have progressed in spelling and I now understand morphographs. I know more about Women’s Suffrage and Caroline 
Chisholm because of our inquiries in History. I have learnt how to measure angles with a protractor. I have also learnt how 
to use the TEEL strategy in persuasive text to add more evidence. I can now write single and double hiragana. I 
progressed in swimming when we did the swimming programme. In Visual Arts, I can now draw from different perspectives.      

 
Year 6 
- This year I enjoyed doing a Science experiment, Cloud in a Jar, with my friend. It helped me build my team working skills 

and I learned a lot about condensation and the cycle of water. The second thing I enjoyed was learning about the Cartesian 
plane during Mathematics, it stretched me to broaden my horizons on what I understand and now I can look at a diagram of 
the Cartesian plane and understand exactly what it means. Gib Gate is wonderful for many reasons but I particularly adore 
the fact that we have so many extra-curricular activities. The da Vinci Decathlon was a major highlight and I'm sure my 
team would agree. 

- In Term 1 I enjoyed reading Ethan’s Voice. I also liked writing diary entries about what happened in the previous chapter. 
The pace the novel was read at kept us on the edge of our seats. This term I enjoyed being a buddy. I love having a little 
person that looks up to you, plus it always keeps me on my best behaviour! I also enjoyed creating a Science experiment 
with my friend; it was so much fun to teach the Kindy kids about matter. 

 
Learning to Learn  
Yes…we care about writing at Gib Gate. 
 
Teaching our students to write is part of the core teaching and learning programme at Gib Gate from Preschool to Year 6. As 
educators, we believe that when we are teaching children to write, we are teaching them to think and that writing is the window 
through which all thinking starts. Through our ongoing professional learning we have spent the past term creating daily 
opportunities for students to write. We continue to develop strategies through which the kinds of thinking processes required by 
students to be successful writers become routine. 
 
Writing is a vehicle for expression and communication. Consistent, deliberate writing practice boosts students’ skill and comfort 
level with communicating their ideas, thoughts, arguments and feelings. Writing helps students review and remember recently 
learned material. The process of ‘doing’, not just ‘hearing’ or ‘viewing’, allows them to document their thinking so they can better 
understand. In addition, writing makes students’ thinking visible so their teachers can assess their individual learning and plan 
for the next step. 
 
Writing encourages creativity and exploration. Daily writing encourages a creative flow that can help students use their 
imaginations, explore possibilities, delve into problem solving, and engage in storytelling. We are often asked why we ensure 
students are engaged in handwriting opportunities every day when we live in a digital world. Research tells us that one of the 
most effective ways to learn and retain new information is to write by hand. It has been shown that primary school students who 
write with a pen or pencil not only write more than their keyboard-tapping peers, but they also write faster and in more complete 
sentences.  Handwriting prevents distraction simply because the pen and paper isn't plugged into the distraction-laden internet. 
 
While technology offers innovative tools that are shaping educational experiences for students, often in positive and dynamic 
ways and allowing us to do more in less time, it does not always foster learning. Learning involves more than the receipt and 
the regurgitation of information. Learning requires thinking. If we want students to synthesise material, draw inferences, see 
new connections, evaluate evidence, and apply concepts in novel situations, we need to encourage the deep, effortful, cognitive 
processes that writing by hand provides. 
 
As educators of the children in our care, we care that they always have what Robert Louis Stevenson had: ‘ 

I kept always two books in my pocket, one to read, one to write in.’ 
 
Ms Kate Chauncy 
Director of Teaching and Learning 
P-12 and Coordinator of Gifted and Talented Programmes 
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Enrichment/Activities 
All students are currently preparing for the 2018 musical productions. Preschool to Year 2 will present The Colour Factory on 21 
June at 12.00pm and 22 June at 6.00pm in Clubbe Hall. Performers are enthusiastically learning their songs and dances. 
Dancers in Preschool, Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 will need to provide their own drama black pants i.e. black track pants 
or leggings (not stockings). The inclusive nature of these performance opportunities for students is purposeful as well as 
developing students’ potential. The Gib Gate Orchestra will also perform at each of these events. 
 
The Term 3 Extra-curricular enrolment form is available on Schoolbox for parents to enrol their children in activities for Term 3. 
To ensure your child can participate in the activities they are interested in, please return the forms promptly as some classes 
have a maximum enrolment and could fill quickly. 
 
Mrs Anne Graham, Gib Gate Coordinator (Administration) 
 
Sport 
Representative Sports - Isabella Barber (Year 5) is congratulated on her efforts in the NSW CIS Cross Country championships 
at Eastern Creek in Sydney this week, presenting the IPSHA team.  
 
Hockey and Soccer Games - Gib Gate is involved in the local district Soccer and Hockey competitions over the winter and the 
Associations have been advised that we cannot field teams to play in games over the holiday period due to families being away. 
Parents are advised to check the Bulletin for game times. 
 
Mrs Anne Graham, Acting Coordinator of PE and Sport, Acting Co-ordinator of PDHPE and Sport 
 
Preschool (Pre-Kindergarten) 
Responding to the Preschool students’ interests in the 
world around them, we invited Richard Woodman 
(known as Woody), from the South Coast Wildlife 
Rescue, to visit. Woody is familiar to Gib Gate as he 
has taken away the occasional visiting snake to greener 
pastures. Woody shared his knowledge about native 
animals, what they eat and where their pouches are. 
His wife, Kerstin, talked about how she and Woody look 
after injured native animals so that they can be 
released back into the wild.  Ms Robson presented 
South Coast Wildlife Rescue with a cheque from the 
School. This money was raised through last year 
through the sales of produce from Gib Gate vegetable 
garden. 
 
The Preschool students enjoy walking through the paddock, little forest and around the school grounds. The sense of 
excitement is always high as students discuss their observations from each visit. Students question the constant changes they 
observe. They noticed that all the ants from a nest 
have disappeared for the term. Camille Muir wondered 
if they had gone on holiday. James Gregory thought 
they would use a bird to travel on, rather than a plane, 
and that they would stay in tiny hotels. They wondered 
what ants would do for fun. The delight the children 
share is a joy to experience.  
 
The ‘Step Inside Thinking’ routine was shared with the 
children using a large photo to help them move into the 
first part of the routine. They were asked to record how 
they might feel as an ant and where they would go on 
holiday using the prompts: “Would an ant feel different 
from you? Would it think differently or would it like to do 
the same things as you?”  Armed with clipboards, the 
children all found a space in the room to work.   
 
Mrs Tinna Loker, Preschool Coordinator  
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Cultivate – inspired by nature - 10 June to 29 July 
On Sunday 10 June we opened our new exhibition, “Cultivate”. A crowd of over 100 attended the opening with special guest, Dr 
Shelley James, Manager Collections, National Herbarium of NSW, giving a speech to open the exhibition. Strong sales 
followed for an exceptional range of inspiring work in which 10 artists working across the mediums of jewellery, metalwork, 
ceramics, basketry and textiles were invited to create work that reflects or responds to the natural world. The resulting exhibition 
blends organic material, clay and metal to create nature in a gallery. 
 
Participating artists are: Mollie Bosworth (ceramics), Sophie Carnell (metalwork, tableware), Sue Codee (papercuts), Helen Earl 
(ceramics, wire), Cathy Franzi (ceramics), Beth Hatton (woven forms), Cara Johnson (organic jewellery), Simon Lownsborough 
(jewellery), Leanne Marshall (jewellery), Julie Ryder (hand-printed textiles). 
 
In these hands: Mara nyangangka at Craft ACT in Canberra - to 30 June 
On show are works from the artists of Ernabella, celebrating 70 years of Ernabella Arts. The fruits of a collaboration that took 
place 46 years ago are the subject of a special exhibition about Australia's two oldest centres for craft and design – Sturt 
Gallery & Studios (1941) and Ernabella Arts (1948). 
 
Short Courses  
The next weekend of Short Courses will take place on Saturday 4 & Sunday 5 August, 9.30am-4.30pm 
Courses include:  
 
Tool restoration and sharpening with Keith Houston 
Using a tool you have rescued and lovingly restored, whether it is a chisel, a plane or perhaps even an antique bread knife, is 
rewarding. But what is the best way to restore an object? This two-day, hands-on course will show you how – and importantly 
what not to do. Bring a selection of hand tools, no matter what their condition, and be prepared to transform them back into 
working condition, whether for personal use or for profit. Keith Houston, a retired scientist and past President of the ACT 
Woodcraft Guild, has been collecting and restoring hand tools for much of his life. You may have seen Keith at tool events, 
purchased restored items from him, read his articles about hand tools, or attended one of his many workshops on woodcarving 
or sharpening. 
 
Textural imagery on the ceramic surface with Cathy Franzi 
Learn to ‘draw’ textural imagery into the clay surface using carving, incising, sgraffito, water erosion and inlay techniques. This 
comprehensive course guides you through various approaches to composition by exploring mark-making on small clay 
samples. On Day 1 you will make one to two shapes using slabs and plaster moulds and follow this on Day 2 by learning 
aspects of integrating imagery with form to pursue your own surface designs. This course is suitable for beginners with an 
interest in the materiality of clay or those more experienced who wish to extend their skills. Dr Cathy Franzi is an award-
winning ceramic artist interested in ways to represent Australian flora and the environments it inhabits. Cathy is an experienced 
tutor, teaching at the ANU, in community arts and workshops nationally. In 2016, she was artist-in-residence in the ANU 
Research School of Biology, working closely on projects with Alpine Buttercups. Her work is held in numerous public collections 
and Cathy is represented by Sabbia Gallery and Beaver Galleries. 
 
From scratch: rethinking process with a craft-based practice with Cara Johnson 
Rip, cut, press, slice, wind, wrap, bend, twist and stitch. Over two days, participants in this workshop will explore a range of 
approaches to idea development through hands-on material experimentation and drawing. Rather than focus on skill, as is the 
core of a craft practice, the aim is to equip participants with a shifted perspective on how to generate original, individual and 
contemporary ideas. In 2016 Cara Johnson completed Honours (first class) Gold and Silversmithing within a Bachelor of Fine 
Art at RMIT University, where she is currently a MFA Research Candidate. Her practice is concerned with the articulation of 
fragility and preciousness in nature, while concurrently addressing the presence of human impact on the landscape. Cara 
exhibits her work both nationally and internationally, and resides in the Otways in Victoria’s south west. 
 
Nature narratives: a winter weekend of dying and slow stitching with Julie Ryder 
Using the colours and textures of the landscape as inspiration, this course explores place and space through natural dyeing, 
collage and stitch. Cloth and threads dyed by local plants, together with the use of mordant printing, stencils, stamps and slow 

F R I E N D S  O F  S T U R T   
Denise Sumner (President), Penny Hoskins (Secretary), Ruth Wright (Roster Secretary), Joan 
Dinning, Bill Dinning, Anne Thomson, Julie Musgrave, Michael Harris, Libby Hobbs, Jill Dyson 
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stitching, will be used to create a small narrative piece referencing the natural world. Julie Ryder is a professional textile 
designer who has gained international recognition. Originally training in science, she holds an MA in Textiles from the ANU. 
Julie’s work reflects her love of nature through natural dyeing, printing, mark-making and slow stitch. Her work is represented in 
many public and private collections including the NGA, NGV, MAAS, AGSA, BRAG, CSIRO, ANBG, Tamworth Regional 
Gallery, and the Textiel Museum in the Netherlands.  
 
Residencies in 2018 
In 2018, an exciting programme of residencies will include two graduate residents from ANU School of Art – Nikki Chopra 
(ceramics) and Rose Keightley (furniture). Additionally, there will be a professional artist residency later in the year by fine 
furniture maker, Chance Coulter, from the US. 
 
Winter School 2018 – Monday 9-Friday 13 July 
This is the last chance to book a place in Winter School. With record numbers for this year’s event, we only have a few places 
available. There are 16 Winter School courses on offer for adults, plus daily classes for children. The full programme is 
available on the website and the brochure is available from the Shop. Sturt offers competitive accommodation and meal 
packages, making the Winter School a unique cultural experience. 
  
Winter School classes on offer: Drawn to Nature, Landscape in Watercolour, Painting, Botanical Drawing, Non-toxic 
Printmaking, Saori Weaving, Wild Knitting, Contemporary Embroidery, Textiles – printing for texture, Working in Metal, Basketry 
in Sculpture, Figurative Sculpture in Clay, Woodwork – stool making, Carving Spoons, Paper Sculpture and Working with Clay. 
For children, there is a daily programme that includes painting, mixed media, weaving, and clay. 
 
Our next exhibition… 
Country – ancient lands - 5 August to 16 September 
This is an exhibition of new work by ceramic artist, Avi Amesbury, inspired by her recent international residency in Tel Aviv. 
Opening: Sunday 5 August, 11.00am. 
 
Full details of all Sturt courses, exhibitions, residency programmes and events can be found on the website 
www.sturt.nsw.edu.au To make a booking or enrolment, call Sturt Shop on +61 2 4860 2083 or email shop@sturt.nsw.edu.au 
 
Mr Mark Viner, Head of Sturt  
 
 
 

 
 
Deputy Head  
Batyr is a ‘for purpose’ preventative mental health organisation, created and driven by young people, for young people. Their 
goal is to remove the stigma surrounding mental ill health and empower young people to reach out for support.  
 
In recent years, Frensham has worked with Batyr to present mental health seminars to students in support of our health and 
wellbeing programmes. 
 
BDCU Children’s Foundation is working with Batyr to present a community youth mental health forum on Tuesday 26 June, for 
interested parents and teachers. The forum will take place at the Mittagong RSL Club starting at 7.30pm. Further information 
can be found at www.batyr.com.au 
 
Use of digital devices: 
All teachers and House staff work with students in various ways on their management of devices. Feedback from Prep, the 
classrooms and houses is discussed, and appropriate management protocols and support are put in place.  
 
In Years 7 to 10 there are particular students working with staff to improve specific elements their management of devices and 
their use of devices as a productive learning tool. If you feel your daughter needs some support in this area, please contact us.  
 
Looking ahead, our IT planning includes a gradual shift to a cloud-based data storage and delivery system. Our infrastructure 
and capacity to cope with the demands of this model of operation have been upgraded over the past 12 months. 
 
Mr Geoff Marsh, Deputy Head 
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Boarding News 
Travel and luggage information 
As for all vacation travel booked through the School: If your daughter’s travel arrangements change during the vacation period, 
and your daughter does not require the SSTS booking that has been made for her, please cancel the ticket by calling 13 22 
32 (as noted on your daughter’s ticket). This is the preferred means of advising changes – requested by SSTS. 
 
Reminder re luggage restrictions: All information is stated on your daughter’s ticket, which she will receive during the last week 
of term. Please encourage your daughter to speak with Ms Graham or me, if she has queries about luggage.  
 
Year 10 students will be sent return tickets during the vacation period.  
 
Mrs Tanya Vaughan, Director of Boarding  
 
Director of Teaching and Learning 
Why should students write every day? 
Writing is easy. All you have to do is cross out the wrong words ~ Mark Twain 
 
As is the case with our colleagues at Gib Gate, Frensham teachers have spent Term 2 applying learning from the Professional 
Learning days in Term 1 and working collaboratively in our Teacher Learning Community (TLC) groups, to provide students in 
Years 7-12 with opportunities for purposeful and meaningful daily writing practice – by hand. We aim to develop and make 
routine, the kinds of thinking processes required by students to be successful learners and successful writers. 
 
Contemporary research has been proven that one of the most effective ways to learn, study and retain new information is to 
write by hand, because putting ink to paper stimulates a part of the brain called the Reticular Activating System, or the RAS.   
 
Successful communication is regarded as a key 21st century skill, and it has been shown that consistent, deliberate writing 
practice will boost both student skill and comfort level in communicating their ideas, thoughts, arguments and feelings. In 
addition, writing helps students review and remember recently learned material. A brief writing task is the best way to 
simultaneously reinforce the material, support long-term recall and help build writing skills. 
 
Significantly, for teachers, writing helps us assess student learning. It also allows students to assess their own progress in 
relation to the course and their personal learning goals. Given that the most common use of writing in the contemporary 
classroom is for a student to demonstrate that she knows and understands a concept, writing tasks help teachers ‘see’ what 
material students have mastered and where there may be gaps. Writing makes thinking visible and thinking must be undertaken 
to learn. 
 
Most importantly, for our digital natives, writing encourages creativity and exploration, helping students use their imaginations, 
explore possibilities, delve into problem solving, and engage in storytelling. In addition to writing assignments that ‘count’ (i.e. 
assessment tasks) it is important to give opportunities for what we term ‘low stakes writing time’, so that students can explore 
vocabulary, concepts, and writing styles that they may not risk in a formal task that will be graded. This takes different forms in 
different subjects but is, essentially, an ideas space where grammar, punctuation, structure and form are not the focus. It is a 
time when students can record and play with their thinking and share their ideas with their peers and teachers. 
 
It is important to note that our students have to complete their HSC Examinations in handwriting and we believe that this format 
will not change for some time. An examination style handwriting task requires fast thinking and planning, speed, fluency, 
legibility, technical language and control of spelling, grammar and punctuation conventions. So it is vital that we continue to 
place emphasis on writing across all forms: writing for personal enjoyment and satisfaction; writing to document learning; and 
writing to reflect and evaluate. It is also important that we routinely give our students authentic writing experiences daily. Thus, 
when we ask as professional educators at Frensham Schools ‘What is it that students need us to learn to do?’, we know that 
ONE of the answers is to give them TIME to write. 
 

Exercise the writing muscle every day, even if it is only a letter, notes, a title list, a character sketch, a journal entry.  
Writers are like dancers, like athletes. Without that exercise, the muscles seize up. – Jane Yolen 

 
Ms Kate Chauncy, Director of Teaching and Learning P-12; Coordinator of Gifted and Talented Programmes P-12 
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Director of Studies 
Semester 1 reports are being finalised for Years 8 to 10 and will be emailed to parents prior to the end of term. (Year 7 Reports 
were posted this week.) This report highlights achievement and engagement across subjects and extra-curricular activities and, 
where appropriate, includes suggestions for development, refinement and/or challenge.  
 
Additionally, the Grade Table indicates the achievement level at which students are performing in regards to their level of 
knowledge and skills and ability to apply skills in various situations. The rubric for each grade on the Grade Table is developed 
by the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) from the Common Grade Scale. The rubric has been included with the 
overall Grade Table, which highlights the achievement across the cohort.  
 
The Common Grade Scale describes performance at each of the five grade levels: 

5 The student has an extensive knowledge and understanding of the content and can readily apply this knowledge. In 
addition, the student has achieved a very high level of competence in the processes and skills and can apply these 
skills to new situations. 

4 The student has a thorough knowledge and understanding of the content and a high level of competence in the 
processes and skills. In addition, the student is able to apply this knowledge and these skills to most situations. 

3 The student has a sound knowledge and understanding of the main areas of content and has achieved an adequate 
level of competence in the processes and skills. 

2 The student has a basic knowledge and understanding of the content and has achieved a limited level of 
competence in the processes and skills. 

1 The student has an elementary knowledge and understanding in few areas of the content and has achieved very 
limited competence in some of the processes and skills.  

 
Should you have any concerns or questions about the academic progress of your daughter, or require clarification of the 
Report, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Ms Janene van Gogh, Director of Studies – in Residence 
 
English and Drama 
Drama 
On Wednesday 30 May, Senior Drama students attended a production at Riverside Theatres of Stolen by Jane Harrison. Stolen 
is one of the texts set for study by NESA for the HSC Drama Written examination, Contemporary Australian Theatre Practice. 
Stolen represents a vitally important work for Australian Theatre, dramatising the fear, persecution and anguish felt by children 
and their families, displaying the ongoing devastating effects on generations of Aboriginal people, physically, psychologically 
and culturally. This non-linear play opens with the characters as children and reveals their experiences through storytelling in 
non-conventional episodic form, ending with adult characters as they find their way ‘home’. It is through the personal experience 
of these characters that we are able to more deeply understand this devastating period of Australia’s history, and this allows us 
the opportunity to build a deeper unity between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people. 

 
On Thursday 31 May and Saturday 2 June, the Birthday Play, Oscar Wilde's The Importance of Being Earnest, his last play and 
masterpiece (1895), was performed on the Clubbe Hall stage. Wilde subtitled his delightful comedy ‘a trivial play for serious 
people’, and this eminent Victorian did not disappoint. No one is what he seems in Earnest. Everyone has a secret life or is the 
ultimate hypocrite and might as well be leading a double life, just like the stereotypical characters in the Victorian drawing room 
comedy of manners Wilde cunningly mocked. Congratulations to the cast and crew on the success of the play, which was 
directed by Ms Fiona Shannon, with assistance from Mrs Sally Hannah.  
 
Mrs Sally Hannah, Head of Drama 
 
English 
“I strongly believe that the things that are most worth doing in life are nearly always hard to do.”  Professor Michelle Simmons 
 
Birthdays are a time for celebration and reflection and Professor Michelle Simmons, guest speaker at the Birthday Service, 
reminded us of that with anecdotes of her own school life and career as a quantum physicist. Those of us with many years’ life 
experience do not find it difficult to reflect on our goals and strengths. However, for our students, the excitement is in dreaming 
of what can be achieved, and reflecting on the effort required to realise those dreams. Professor Simmons’ message - that 
success comes from choices made by the individual - is a timely one in a world that has never offered young people more 
choices than it does today.  
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Despite the enormous range of new opportunities available to students, particularly as they move from secondary to post-
school life, the means of accessing those opportunities has not changed very much over generations. As Professor Simmons 
noted, the secret of success is taking responsibility for one’s own decisions, choosing to study what one enjoys, and hard work.  

At Frensham the outcome of hard work is tangible, and often shared, as students develop skills and build their knowledge from 
Years 7-12. Recently, Year 7 students delivered multimodal presentations to demonstrate their understanding of the film Whale 
Rider. After watching and discussing the film in class, the students selected a theme and scene of their choice, and reflected on 
the relevance of those themes to their own lives. Their oral/visual presentations were thoughtful and engaging, showing 
empathy and a clear understanding of the complex experiences and relationships of the film’s 11-year-old protagonist, despite 
her very different cultural environment.  

Developing presentation skills is not only good preparation for senior years of study, where multi-modal presentations are a 
compulsory component of HSC English assessment, but a necessary competency for almost any post-school situation. 
Presentation technology may change, but the essential skills of confident and persuasive oral delivery, accompanied by 
engaging and informative visual support, remain constant. Professor Simmons also conveyed this idea in her speech - that it is 
the skills attained at school, rather than the knowledge accrued, that are important for future success.  

Presenting information is a skill that is specifically targeted in the English curriculum for each year group at Frensham. 
Currently, Year 8 students are preparing video recordings of a key speech of their choice from Shakespeare’s A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, in the guise of auditioning for a role in a new production of the play. In Year 9 classrooms, students have 
designed a visual representation of a concept from one of a number of texts discussed in class, which they then project onto the 
whiteboard and analyse for the class. In this way, students are not only practising their individual presentation skills, but sharing 
their knowledge of visual literacy skills with their classmates.  

While this time in Term 2 is mid-year for most students, girls in all four Year 12 English courses are engaged in the final stages 
of their HSC syllabus study. In Module C, Exploring Interactions, English Standard students are studying The Black Balloon, 
investigating how the film represents the ways in which individuals live, interact and communicate in a range of social contexts. 
This engaging Australian film portrays the warmth, humour, love and generosity of the Mollison family in a way that is neither 
sentimental nor grim in its depiction of growing up with a family member with autism. It is an inspiring story about the power of 
love, family and friendship.  

English Advanced classes are studying Module B, Speeches, and have investigated well-known speeches by Sir William 
Deane, Paul Keating and Noel Pearson. Through critical analysis and evaluation of the language, content and construction 
of each speech, the students are developing an appreciation of textual integrity and how the speeches were received and 
valued in their individual contexts. Like Years 7 and 9, English Extension 1 students are currently preparing presentations. 
Their topic is the transformative ideas, perspectives and ways of thinking that emerged in the Romantic period, and 
how those are represented in texts. With Coleridge’s poetry, Mary Shelley’s novel Frankenstein and the early feminist 
philosophy of Mary Wollstonecraft’s A Vindication of the Rights of Woman as prescribed texts, the presentations promise to 
be highly engaging and informative.  

English Extension 2 students are finalising their Major Works for submission of the completed draft before the end of term. They 
then have the opportunity to edit and refine their compositions before the final draft is submitted to NESA for assessment in 
Term 3. In projects as diverse as poetry, critical literary analysis, short fiction and film, the girls are demonstrating the range of 
their inspiration and interests.  

In her Birthday address, Professor Simmons said: “If we want young people to be the best they can be (at anything) we must 
set the bar high and tell them we expect them to jump over it. My strong belief is that we need to be teaching all students – girls 
and boys – to have high expectations of themselves.” This idea is the practice at Frensham, where all students are encouraged 
to enjoy working hard and recognise and appreciate the rewards that brings. 

Ms Jennie Mickle, Director of English 

French 
Currently, all students of French are sitting their Writing Skills assessments and the progress being achieved in the classroom is 
considerable, with most Year Groups performing to, or exceeding, expectations. 

Year 7 students have mastered the conjugation of the verb être, to be, along with the formation of the most common verb-group 
known as the ‘-er’ verbs. This skill enables them to communicate correctly using almost any verb in French, so they have 
already surpassed the grammatical limitations of most bilingual dictionaries. Year 8 students are finishing a unit on school, 
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talking about school subjects, giving instructions and orders and comparing timetables, as well as exploring the cultural 
differences between school in France and school in Australia. 
 
Years 9, 10 and 11 students are focusing on classwork and their next assignments and assessments, applying knowledge 
learned and practising it regularly in class and Prep tasks to consolidate their understanding.   
 
Year 12 students are combining their preparation for the HSC Trial examinations with as much oral practice as possible, 
including additional sessions outside of class. The HSC French Oral examinations are scheduled for Monday 18 August, and, 
with their current levels of commitment, students can be confident of achieving the outcomes to which they aspire.  
 
Mesdemoiselles Victoria Akins and Chelsea Wallis, Teachers of French 
 
Latin 
After receiving their results in the National Latin Examination, students in Years 8, 9 and 10 are now preparing for their Term 2 
formative assessment tasks. It will be the first assessment for Year 8 Latin and they are using Quizlet, an online interactive 
website, to consolidate their vocabulary and noun and verb endings.  
 
Similarly, Years 9 and 10 girls are revising their increasingly complex grammatical concepts and vocabulary as well as 
consolidating their understanding on civilisation topics, including the story Aeneas Descends to the Underworld and Cicero’s 
Election to Consul.   
 
To guide their revision, students in Years 8 to 10 are provided with a Resource List that outlines the grammar and vocabulary 
studied in class. Additionally, they are provided with practice tasks in order to become familiar with the format of the 
assessment and to test their knowledge and skills once study has been undertaken.  
 
On the evening of Friday 21 June, Latin students in Years 9 and 10 will travel to Sydney to participate in the Kevin Lee Latin 
Quiz, held at SCEGGS Darlinghurst. Questions are based on Latin culture, grammar, vocabulary derivations and other topics 
from the K-10 Latin Syllabus. Students are looking forward to a night of heart-racing and intellectually stimulating competition! 
 
Ms Liz Stephenson and Miss Victoria Akins, Teachers of Latin 
 
Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE) 
Students continue to develop their skills, engaging with interesting topics and completing assessment tasks.  
 
 Year 7 World Studies classes are learning about Qin Shi Huang Di and the Terracotta Warriors, and the impact of China’s 

first emperor on the development of China. The assessment task is an investigation into the Silk Road and the role it played 
in cross-cultural contact.  

 Year 8 World Studies students are completing their study of the end of the Aztecs by evaluating the short and long-term 
impacts of the Spanish on this civilisation.  

 Year 9 Australian Studies students are beginning an examination of Australian involvement in the Second World War. 
 Year 9 Elective History students are analysing facets of popular culture in Australia and how it was influenced by overseas 

trends.  
 Year 10, Australian Studies students are completing an examination of the Australian involvement in the Vietnam War, 

which included a detailed review of the impact of chemical weapons. The syllabus asks them to judge the justifications for 
the use of chemical warfare in Vietnam.  

 Year 10 Elective History class is examining a topic of History Through Film, studying aspects of Elizabeth I and how film can 
be used to praise or vilify her rule.  

 Year 11 Economics students are examining the role of groups and individuals in financial markets and regulations. 
 Year 11 Business Studies students are preparing reports for a Small to Medium Enterprise, focusing on how effectively 

human resources management is implemented in their individual case studies.  
 Year 11 Geography class is working to complete their Geographical Project - an individual study that has been determined 

and researched by each student.  
 In their study of the topic Slavery in the Roman World, Year 11 Ancient History students are considering the background 

and nature of the Roman Empire and the social structure of Roman society.  
 In their study of the Meiji Restoration, Year 11 Modern History students are researching academic articles to deepen their 

understanding of events leading up to the restoration of the Emperor in 1868.  
 Having completed their Finance assessment task, the Year 12 Business Studies class is developing its understanding of 

extended responses and business reports for the Financial Management topic.  
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 Year 12 Geography students are examining biophysical and ecological factors related to global viticulture and the 
winemaking industry, as part of their case study of the global Viticulture industry.  

 Year 12 Modern History students have commenced their study of the Arab-Israeli conflict. Students are currently focusing 
on the Suez Canal Crisis.  

 Year 12 Ancient History students are developing an understanding of the ways in which Athens came to dominate its 
voluntary alliance in the fifth century, transforming into an Athenian ‘Empire.’  

 
Dr Stephen Clarke, Head of HSIE 
 
Rotary Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA) 
On Saturday 12 May, two Year 10 teams represented Frensham at a Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA) event held at 
Wingecarribee Shire Council Chambers, and hosted by the local Rotary Clubs of the Southern Highlands. The teams, each 
comprising three students, represented India and the United States and competed in a full day of diplomatic debates and 
conversation with eight other nations, represented by teams from local high schools. The event simulated the workings of the 
UN General Assembly and enabled students to develop their public speaking, research and writing skills, and also to learn 
about the art of diplomacy and the role of the UN in world affairs.  The Frensham team representing India was placed 2nd on the 
day.   
 
All students enjoyed the opportunity to learn more about the perspective of the country they were representing on global issues. 
More importantly, they gained insight into the diverse perspectives held by developing and developed countries, and how 
critical it is to consider these when trying to reach consensus on issues. Frensham would like to acknowledge the considerable 
efforts of the local Rotary Clubs in hosting such a significant event and learning opportunity for our local youth.  
 
Mrs Machelle Webb, MUNA Coordinator 
 
Jamieson Programme 
‘Exposure to challenges, in a secure environment, can awaken in young people a belief in themselves which will stay with them 
throughout their lives’ 
 
Year 7: In Frensham Studies, students have been reflecting on the Birthday Weekend and looking at Frensham traditions and 
changes that have occurred over time.  
 
Year 8: Students have commenced a unit on Presentation Skills, which examines debating and public speaking. The Farm 
Management programme continues one afternoon a week, with students demonstrating service, teamwork and independence. 
 
Year 9: Students finalised preparations for their group role-plays relating to Ethical Consumerism. In the evening session of 
Week 5, they perfected their scripts as well as constructing required props. The role-plays were presented in the Drama Studio 
during the evening Jamieson Programme session and were judged by Mr Marsh. Students in the Cambridge IGSCE 
interdisciplinary course, Global Perspectives, have begun their group project component in which students identify an issue, 
develop an outcome to present to the year group, and write a reflective paper. 
 
Year 10: Students are in the final weeks of the Financial Literacy unit. They are continuing to develop their leadership skills 
through their roles as Junior House leaders. This part of the programme gives the students the opportunity to develop an 
awareness of, and act on, their responsibilities to help junior students within the boarding community. 
 
Mrs Merrilee Harris, Head of Jamieson Programme  
 
Mathematics 
Around the world, governments and policymakers have embraced the importance of increasing the financial literacy levels of 
their citizens (OEDC INFE 2012). Financial literacy is an increasingly important 21st century skill which involves the 
mathematical calculations an individual makes mentally, with pen and paper, and/or with digital technologies, when faced with 
financial decisions. Within Mathematics, financial literacy is connected to numeracy, which is one of seven general capabilities 
within the Australian Curriculum (2016). Other general capabilities are literacy, Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) capability, critical and creative thinking, personal and social capability, ethical understanding and intercultural 
understanding (Australian Curriculum 2016). Consumer and financial literacy are also taught explicitly in humanities and social 
sciences (Australian Curriculum 2017).   
 
In Australia, consumer and financial literacy was added to the Mathematics curriculum in 2011 as a sub-strand of number and 
algebra, identified as money and financial mathematics. Financial education focuses on knowledge acquisition, whereas 
financial literacy has both a knowledge dimension and an application dimension.   
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In Stage 4, the financial mathematics topic includes solving problems involving purchasing of goods. In Stage 5, students solve 
problems that involve earning, spending and investing money (calculating simple and compound interest). In Stage 6, in the 
Preliminary Mathematics Standard course, the financial mathematics topic is Money Matters, which includes interest and 
depreciation, earning and managing money and budgeting and household expenses. The study of financial mathematics is 
important in developing students’ ability to make informed financial decisions, to be aware of the consequences of such 
decisions, and to manage personal financial resources effectively (11MS Syllabus 2017). 
 
Ms Joanne Allison, Head of Mathematics  
 
Music 
Frensham musicians have been involved with various musical events. The Frensham Schools Birthday Service on Friday 
began with the String Quartet (Chanel Huang, Harper Northam, Georgia Shakeshaft and India Shead) playing the Processional. 
Nina Jephcott, Catherine Talbot and Isabella Letherbarrow-Verran sang the solos in the much-loved One Voice. Caroline 
Gotterson was the cantor for the Lord's Prayer. In the Frensham Birthday Service on the Sunday, Georgia Richardson 
accompanied Venite on the piano and Nina Jephcott sang as cantor in the Lord's Prayer.   
 
In the concert that followed, the Year 12 Music 1 class performed Happy Ending by Mika. Extension Music student, Georgia 
Richardson, then performed the final movement of Mendelssohn’s Concert Piece No.2 for Clarinet, Basset Horn and Piano with 
her two teachers, Mr Doyle and Ms Madden. Nina Jephcott then performed a techno piece for flute, Tuberama, supported by 
her teacher, Ms Knott, as well as Mr Clarke and Mr Jones. The Madrigals sang an ambient work by Latvian composer Eric 
Esenvalds called Stars. The Senior Choir, Kennedy Strings and, in fact, the entire School, performed This is Me from The 
Greatest Showman, with Georgia Richardson accompanying on the piano. The final item in the concert featured a medley of 
songs selected and performed by all of Year 12. 
 
This week, the Madrigals travel to Chatswood to compete in the Youth Vocal Ensemble and Sacred Choral sections of Sydney 
Eisteddfod. They have been rehearsing with enthusiasm during the last few weeks. 
 
Mr Michael Spencer, Head of Music 
 
Science 
Science and Engineering Challenge 
Students enjoyed the day at the Challenge, where there was strong competition. Frensham was in second place for most of the 
day and finished runner-up to Bowral High School. The Frensham team came first in the Helter Skelter - an earthquake tower 
challenge - and second in the bridge building and Mission to Mars challenges.  
 
Module 4 Ecosystem Dynamics in the new Stage 6 Biology syllabus requires students to carry out a field study in an 
ecosystem. This year the Preliminary Biology class visited Sydney Olympic Park to study the mangrove ecosystem and discuss 
human impacts on that ecosystem. Students carried out a range of tests of abiotic factors such as water temperature, soil 
salinity, humidity and light penetration under the canopy. They also measured distribution of plants using a transect and the 
abundance of crabs using quadrats. The excursion also counted as five hours towards their Depth Study. 
 
 

  

Left to Right: Sophie Robertson with Maggie McKittrick and a blue-tongued lizard; Amelia Hickson and Isabella 
Ross tasting mangrove leaves for salt; Alice Bowman measuring light intensity; Isabella Ross and India Shead 
measuring soil salinity; Sophie Robertson measuring humidity.  
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As part of their assessment task this term, Year 12 Physics students had to build a model to show 
a concept taught in the HSC course.  The photo left shows three of these models – aether around 
the Earth, a simple motor and rocket launchers.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
In Year 10 Science, students are studying different chemical reactions and learning simple word equations such as Acid + Base 
------> Salt + Water (the Neutralisation reaction). Students carry out experiments to test each equation. The photos below show 
students using a burette to add acid to a base using Phenolphthalein as the indicator, to showing when neutralisation occurs. 
They then used an evaporating basin and Bunsen burner to evaporate off the water and prove that they had produced a salt.  In 
this case the salt was sodium chloride. 
 
Mrs Alison Andrew, Head of Science  
 
Agriculture & Show Cattle Team 
Year 11 Agriculture students are currently undertaking a Farm Case Study. The study requires them to contact and interview a 
farmer to find out more about their farm, the enterprises and their management. The students have selected a farmer to contact 
from a list of current and past parents who have generously volunteered to be involved in the activity. The class has been 
developing a range of questions based on the Preliminary Agriculture syllabus, as well as broader questions to allow them to 
gain a better understanding of how different enterprises are run and the factors that limit agricultural production on the farm.  
 
I would like to thank the following farmers for supporting the Year 11 Agriculture class with the activity and assisting the 
students in further developing their knowledge and understanding of agricultural production, improving the students’ 
communication skills, and for sharing their time, passion and wealth of experience: Anna and John Hayes, Young; Jane and 
James Ives, Hay; Sam and John Hickson, Garah; Ros and Steve Hicks, Wallendbeen; Lorraine and Ian Ross, Holbrook; 
miChelle and Alan McGufficke, Cooma; Maddi and Don Guilfoyle, Gunning; Catriona and John Glanville, Grenfell; Lisa and 
Peter McCrabb, Booroorban; and Zanna and Matthew Gale, Broken Hill. 
 
Ms Leonie Mutch, Co-ordinator of Agriculture 
 
PDHPE 
Year 7 students are currently undertaking a practical unit of Bush Dance where they are required to participate in movement 
activities to demonstrate and enhance body control, body awareness and timing. Prior to their practical assessment task 
students learnt a variety of dances allowing them to gain an understanding of footwork patterns, sequencing and 
synchronisation. Their assessment requires them to create their own movement sequences and patterns and incorporate those 
into a dance performance of approximately four minutes length, as part of a group presentation. 
 
Dance involves the development of physical skill as well as aesthetic, artistic and cultural understanding. Students learn to 
express ideas creatively as they make and perform dance. They share ideas, feelings, values and attitudes while physically and 
intellectually exploring the communication of ideas through movement. The integration of the practices of performance, 
composition and appreciation is a key feature of dance in the PDHPE syllabus, and the elements of dance are the components 
that link the study of the practices.  
 
Ms Janene van Gogh, Acting Head of PDHPE 
 
  

L: Rebecca Muller and Mia Horsfall; C: Gracie Phelan, Sybella Harris and 
Frances Alldis; R: Emily Baldwin, Charlotte Brigstocke and Mairi Menzies 
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Sport 
Hockey and Netball 
Selections for Teams 1 and 2 are underway before school.  
 
Please note the following times for further selections this term: 
  
 Thursday 21 June 4.00pm-5.30pm  Years 10, 11 and 12 
 Saturday 23 June  2.00pm-3.30pm  Years 8 and 9 
   3.30pm-4.30pm  Year 7 
 Tuesday 26 June  4.00pm-5.30pm  Years 7, 8 and 9 
 
Cricket News 
Charlotte Menzies (Year 10) and Hilary Swan (Year 7) have both been selected in the Greater Illawarra Cricket NSW Female 
Academy. As members of this academy, the girls receive specialist coaching sessions in preparation for country championships 
held later in the year. 
 
Hockey News 
Sienna Campese (Year 8) was named in the 2019 NSW Under15 Hockey Squad after her excellent performance playing for 
Southern Highlands at the recent Under15 State Championships. Forty-five girls who played in these Championships were 
named in this squad. Sienna will now attend training camps and practice matches to in preparation for team selection. 
 
Miss Erin Gray, Acting Head of Sport 
 
Equestrian  
Sophie Hatch (Year 10) travels to the Netherlands next week for show jumping training and coaching at Stal Verellen with Jan 
Verellen and Albert Voom, former Olympic medallist and coach. She will be competing at the Hoffman Masters Show at 
Ménage Heijligers Asten. Sophie was one of the few young riders selected. 
 
Gundagai Horse Trials  
Maya Basson (Year 8) placed 6th in the EvA 95cm Junior class; Ruby Halloran (Year 9) placed 4th in the EvAS 80cm Junior 
class and Willa Mitchell (Year 9) placed 2nd in the EvA 105cm Open class. 
 
Miss Victoria Akins, Equestrian Coordinator 
 
Visual Arts/Design & Technology 
As we near the end of Term 2, Year 12 students of Visual Arts and Design & Technology are moving toward the final phases of 
production of their Bodies of Work and Major Design Projects respectively. The NESA (NSW Educational Standards Authority) 
deadline for these practical works differs for each subject. For Visual Arts, Bodies of Work must be completed by 3.00pm, 
Monday 3 August, whilst for Design & Technology the Major Design Projects must be completed by 3.00pm, Thursday 30 
August.  No work may be undertaken on these works after that time.  
 
Internally, students in both subjects will be required to have completed their works by Monday 27 August in readiness for the 
opening of the HSC Visual Arts and Design & Technology Exhibition on Friday 31 August (the exhibition remains open on 
Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 September).  By the end of this term, students in both subjects will have completed final practical 
assessment tasks, and will be provided with clear feedback on how best resolve their Bodies of Work and Major Design 
Projects by the middle of Term 3. The amount of effective time to work on these practical projects during Term 3 is always a 
little deceptive, as classes during Week 1 are devoted to preparation for Trial Examinations and, during Weeks 2 and 3, 
students sit Trial Examinations in all their subjects. This means there will be two weeks of practical classes left after Trial 
Examinations before submission of these works for exhibition. Students have been reminded of these dates and are aware of 
the amount of time available to them to finish their practical works. They are, of course, able to use time outside of class, on 
weekends and in breaks between examinations, if this suits their schedule. 
 
Marking of practical works in these subjects by NESA is conducted in different ways, and at different times. Major Design 
Projects will be marked at Frensham on a yet-to-be-determined date between Monday 10 September and Saturday 22 
September. All Major Design Projects produced across the state are marked at schools, and Frensham will be notified early 
next term of a specific date during this period. For Visual Arts, early Term 3 NESA will confirm plans for either Corporate or 
Itinerant Marking for Bodies of Work by Frensham students. 
 
Mr Phil Alldis, Head of Visual Arts and Design 


