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Thank you to the full staff of Frensham Schools – at the close of Semester 1 
I note from Strategic Priorities 2018-2022: Theme 2 People: Priority 1 – Highly professional Staff: prioritise recruitment 
and retention, acknowledging that truly great schools are underpinned by outstanding teachers. This week teachers of Gib Gate 
and Frensham have completed a Survey, to provide feedback on elements of the professional environment, such as: 
communication, leadership, alignment with Mission and Values, student management, collegiality and professional learning. It 
matters to us that staff ‘want to work here’! A key question was: Would you recommend a valued colleague to join our 
School? And, if ‘yes’ what are your reasons? [As I write 95% of staff have completed the Survey – 100% responded 
‘yes’. Please note a sample of the responses offered:  
- High educational and work place expectations - Enthusiastic students who want to learn. 
- Mission and Guiding Values – Facilities - Environment. 
- Frensham's core values and sense of community - The high standards in all areas of the School. 
- The attitude to learning for both staff and students - The environment - The supportive staff. 
- The breadth of experience available, opportunities for growth as a professional - The values that underpin the learning. 
- You can make a difference here; learning is highly valued and happening. The school is well organised. 
- A school that challenges teachers to be professionals, great experience to grow as an educator. 
- (The School) supports excellence - Quality teachers can flourish and extend themselves. 
- Teacher quality - Balanced all-round education - Beautiful grounds, atmosphere - School values. 
- There is an enthusiasm for quality education and support for everyone pursuing that goal. 
- Love of learning is fostered by all - staff and students, working together and towards something purposeful and important - 

Beautiful environment, built and natural - Great colleagues - School life enriched by an appreciation for the Arts -  
- Collegial, collaborative, progressive - Passionate and inspiring teachers, students with a willingness to learn 
- The professionalism and support from both colleagues and staff leaders is fantastic. It's a dynamic learning environment... 
- When working with like-minded dedicated teachers it continues to inspire me. 
For action ahead will be our ongoing discussion of areas for our improvement, to build capacity in all we do. 
 
Acknowledgement to: 
 Senior musicians and their professional tutors: Frensham has been awarded by the Australian Music Examination Board 

(AMEB) NSW for the third year in succession - a Certificate of Distinction for a Top 5 result in the category of Most 
Outstanding Accredited School 2017. Congratulations to Ms Sabine Madden Coordinator of Music Tuition and Gifted 
and Talented Music students, and the entire Music Staff and Tuition Staff on this extraordinary achievement.  

 Stella Wilde (Year 12) for being a finalist in the Head On Photo Awards; 
 Antoinette Inglis (Year 12) placed 6th in the U20 division of the NSW Cross Country Championships, and is now well-

positioned to gain selection in the NSW team for the national championships; 
 Award recipients in the recent Kevin Lee Latin Quiz:  Madeleine Mulligan and Caitlin Quinn (Year 9) with Mia Horsfall and 

Sarah Manwaring (Year 10) – 1st place in the mixed-age division (Years 7-10), and Alexandra Cunningham, Annabella 
Damiani, Miriam Hopkins, Eva Knox – 3rd place in the Year 10 division; 

 Year 5 students for their commendable enthusiasm and engagement in Sample High School at Frensham on Monday 25 
June, and Year 3 for their ‘exemplary behaviour’ and ‘respect and involvement’ on an excursion to the Australian War 
Memorial, resulting in the award of a Certificate of Appreciation to Gib Gate; 

 Zoe Gallagher, Olivia Laverty, Sophia Brooks, Mia Shakeshaft and Georgia Day (Year 8) who will attend a five-day 
Forensic Science Camp and  Emilie Hassall, Grace Lewis, Lilith Parker, Caitlin Quinn and Eleanor Swan (Year 9), who 
will attend the Sydney University Gifted and Talented Science Discovery Program 17-19 July 2018 (awarded places 
on results in the USYD selection test of November 2017); 

 Grace Lewis (Year 9), who will attend the G&T Forensic Science Camp as a ‘Controller’ after having applied for this role 
at the end of her Year 8 experience in 2017; 

 Heads of House appointed  for Term 3: Year 11: Linden Turner: Harriet Darvall, Alexandra Maciver, Chelsea Pernice 
Bryant McCarthy: Gina Macken, Sophie McLean, Sarah Widdis; Year 10: Kennedy House: Allie Broun, Charlotte 
Dulhunty, Alice Hayes; Hartfield House: Frances Alldis, Alexandra Cunningham, Daisy Latimer; Linden Turner House: 
Miriam Hopkins, Elizabeth Mitchell, Adelaide Poulos; 

 Year 11 students: Isabella Allen, Zoe Renowden, Imogen Senior and Olivia Swires, selected to represent Frensham at the 
2018 National Leadership Camp (12-15 July); 

 The Madrigals on their fine performance in last weekend’s John Lamble Australasian Choral Championships; 
 Miss Julia Tucker (Sport and House Staff) – who leaves us at the end of term – with our appreciation for her energetic 

efforts across the School over the past two years, with our best wishes for the next stages of her teaching career.  
 

 

Julie A Gillick 
Head of Frensham 
Head of Frensham Schools  
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Frensham Advisory Committee 2018 Gib Gate  Advisory Committee 2018 

Mrs Caroline Begg 
Mr David Cullen 
Ms Ruby Curtis 
Mrs Penny Hanan 
Mrs Kiki Hill 
Mrs Erica Holcombe 
Mr John Hopkins 
Mr Simon Logan 
Mrs Angela Macken (Sec) 
Mrs miChelle McGufficke 
Mrs Nicola Robertson 
Ms Jo Thomson (Chair) 

r-cbegg@bigpond.net.au  
david@oakstand.com.au 
44ruby@gmail.com  
pennyhanan@mac.com  
kikihill64@gmail.com  
erica@dc-it.com.au 
hopkinspastoral@bigpond.com  
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kateiori@hotmail.com  
trent@theimperial.com.au  
tanyajgregory@gmail.com  
denise.telford@gmail.com  
luluwilson@live.com  

Frensham Advisory Committee – Notes from Term 2 Meeting 2018 [from Chair Jo Thomson] 
Communications between FAC and parent community:  
FAC is keen to improve communications with the parent community that it represents, providing feedback on discussions and 
any outcomes of FAC meetings. FAC members will continue to reach out to parents for input to FAC meetings and to provide 
individual responses to your queries after FAC meetings. In addition, we will provide a summary in the Newsletter, or by 
separate email.  
 
Counselling Support Services:  
Thank you to numerous parents who provided reflections and ideas which informed FAC’s discussions. We had a 
comprehensive discussion of current evidence available, the approach taken at Frensham and that of other similar schools. 
Ms Gillick and Sister Cathie Weaver, Coordinator of the Health Centre, outlined the evidence and Frensham’s holistic 
approach. The rationale for Frensham’s approach was strong. Ms Gillick will provide a paper to all parents outlining the 
current approach to counselling support services and the rationale for this approach by the end of Term 2.  
 
Frequently asked questions:  
Parents raise many important issues for FAC to discuss each term. Similar issues are often raised numerous times and by 
different year groups. In order to respond more effectively to parent feedback and questions, FAC is currently working on a 
‘frequently asked questions’ paper which can be distributed to year groups and used to provide accurate information.  
 
Character Education: FAC participated in a focus group discussion to inform the research being undertaken into 
Frensham’s approach to Character Education.  

TERM DATES 2018 – Gib Gate and Frensham & PARENT WEEKENDS  

Term 3 
Gib Gate & Frensham 
Tuesday 24 July-Thursday 27 September, 3.00pm  
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 
 
Term 4 
Gib Gate: Monday 15 October-Friday 7 December 3.00pm 
Frensham: ends Sunday 9 December 12.00pm (after 
11.00am Carol Service) 
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 

Term 3:   
Year 11 *Saturday 11 August-**Sunday 12 August 
 [Year 10 Saturday 11 August – Year 10 planning 
 for Senior Studies (with parents on Saturday)] 
 
Year 9 Saturday 1 September-Sunday 2  September 
[Date aligned to HSC Visual Arts/Design Tech Exhibition] 

 
Above for attendance of all students Years 7-12 

SPECIAL EVENTS – Term 3 

*Saturday 11 August - Annual Dinner – WWS Foundation  
 **Sunday 12 August - Official Opening of the Frensham Dining Room  

**Saturday 1 September - Father~Daughter Ball                               **Saturday 1 September - Head’s Tour of Frensham 

Ranier Uniform Shop ~ 2018 – OPEN Monday 23 July 12pm-5pm (Clothing Pool also) 
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The Fellowship AGM, held at the Royal Sydney Golf Club (with thanks to member Julia Laverty for 
arranging) was attended by over 70 Fellowship members. Following reports from President Annette 
O’Connell, Secretary Ingrid Ridge and Head of Frensham and Frensham Schools Julie Gillick, the 
outgoing Committee was re-elected for another term, apart from retiring member Liddy Barton, who 
was thanked for her service. New Committee members elected were Pook Austin (Cameron, 1968) 
and Vickie Ciddor (Holmes, 1968). The AGM was followed by drinks and dinner, with over 80 
members in attendance. Pictured right, Kirsty McIvor (1984), formerly of the ABC and UN, was guest 
speaker at the dinner.  Caroline Storch (Clark) and others from the Class of 1953 presented Ms Gillick 
with an original painting Irises by Sir Sidney Nolan - a gift to the School - in appreciation of their years 
at Frensham. 
 

 
Fellowship Committee L-R: Julia Laverty (Forbes, 1980), Susie Arnott (Taylor, 1959), Liddy Barton (Chandler, 1950), 
Ingrid Ridge (Merrett, 1984), Anna Hayes (Litchfield, 1986), Annette O’Connell (Moxon, 1983), Cath Brennan 
(Raynolds, 1979), Liz Hunter (Aylmer, 1980), Samantha Kennedy (Greig, 1991). Ms Gillick at the lectern. 
 

Right: Irises by Sir Sidney 
Nolan, donated by the Class 
of 1953 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
For a full list of events and Reunions, please visit: www.frensham.nsw.edu.au/community/fellowship 

 
  

10 Year Reunion  
On Sunday 24 June, a large contingent of the class of 2008 attended a School Service in Cooper Hall followed by a group 
photo and tour.  After the Service Ms Gillick, Mrs Buick and Mr Marsh spent time discussing current happenings and 
catching up on all their news … and meeting their children!  The evening prior, the group attended a dinner at Bendooley 
Estate Cellar Door to rekindle their friendships. [Thanks to Alice Bowman, Head Girl 2008, for her organisation and 
arrangements.] 
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Annual Dinner Silent Auction 
The online Silent Auction will be live and open for bidding on Sunday July 1, please visit www.wwsfoundationauction.com.au  
Whether you attend the Annual Dinner or not you can still bid on the Silent Auction. 

 
Willowbrook Farm, Bowral 

Two nights' accommodation in the three-
bedroom cottage at Willowbrook Farm. Ideal for 
visiting Frensham parents or a weekend away 
with friends. Value: $1,500 
 
 
 
 

Book of Mormon, Lyric Theatre, Pyrmont 
 - including a backstage meet and greet. Value: $800 

 
David Campese Rugby Union training session - 2 hour 
Women’s/Girls’ team training session at the David Campese 
Academy. Value: $1,500  
 
 
 

To make a donation, please contact Michele Scamps – mscamps@frensham.nsw.edu.au. 

For more information on WWS Foundation, please contact: Michele Scamps +61 2 4860 2000 foundation@frensham.nsw.edu.au 
 
 
 

https://www.frensham.nsw.edu.au/community/invest-in-the-future/foundation-events 
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Within the Personal Development curriculum at Gib Gate, led by Year 6 students as part of their Leadership Programme, 
students from Kindergarten to Year 5 have enjoyed participating in mixed-age level Peer Support sessions over Term 2. The 
Peer Support programme for Term 2 2018 entitled, ‘Feeling Safe – being Me!’ saw students from a variety of different grade 
levels meet in small groups lead by two or more Year 6 students and supervised by a Gib Gate Teacher. Each Monday morning 
for 10 weeks, Year 6 students diligently prepared lessons for their peer support group, practising their skills in organising and 
facilitating student learning, and building positive, collaborative communities.   

 
At the conclusion of the programme Year 6 students were asked to reflect on the experience of leading others and on the value 
of the peer support programme to others and to themselves. Below are some of their insightful reflections, including challenges 
and improvements they could identify for 2019: 
- I think it helps everyone make friends in older and younger grades. 
- I have benefited - I now have the confidence to stand up and talk to others – I wish we had more time with our groups! 
- I think it’s really beneficial because it teaches kids that bullying isn’t an accident; it is something that is repeated. 
- It’s really hard! The children like to talk and interrupt and we have to be the teacher! 
- It gives everyone the ability to share their ideas with different people, not just your own friends or your own class. 
- I think I need to give the students in my group ‘the floor’ more often. 
- I have learnt I need to be organised! I get a chance to stand up and be a leader. 
- Being in the group teaches us that we can always make a new friend. 
- When we teach the students we get an idea of everyone’s perspective. 
- It was great to teach everyone about ‘bullies’, ‘bystanders’ and ‘upstanders’.  
- I learnt new things about other students in my group. 
- Each week a different year should run the peer support group so younger students understand about being responsible. 
- We all taught each other something. 
- The teachers help us when we need help but don’t say anything when they know we are ok and don’t need their help. 
- It teaches people that it’s ok to be different. 
- The children don’t feel overwhelmed by adults and they get to play confidence games. 
- I think it helped younger students learn what to do in a hard situation and how to make good choices. 
 
Ms Sally Robson, Head of Gib Gate 
 
Curriculum Highlights 2018 
Bookshelves are treasure chests for the curious mind - Find Your Treasure 
From our Teacher Librarian Mrs Lee Ann Marsh 
In support of the Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA), Gib Gate celebrates Book Week every year, and students from 
Preschool to Year 6 are involved in various events aimed at embracing and promoting the love of reading including the ‘best of 
the best’ Australia’s quality literature for children. It is one of the most significant culminating activities for our Year 6 students 
who have enjoyed many of these special and memorable days throughout their primary school years and, for our Preschoolers, 
the first of many more to come. 
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Activities begin on Monday 13 August when visiting author and illustrator duo Juliette MacIver and Sarah Davis arrive at Gib 
Gate to share their award-winning stories.  Juliette and Sarah have published six books together and a total of over 50 between 
them.  Popular recent titles they have collaborated on include That’s Not a Hippopotamus and Toucan Can!.  This creative duo 
will present a lively and entertaining session for children and we are looking for to welcoming them to our school. 
 
On Wednesday 15 August, students from Preschool to Year 6 will be participating in the annual Character Dress up 
Parade.  As part of the celebrations the children are encouraged to dress up as a book character relating to the CBCA theme 
for 2018: Find Your Treasure.  There are numerous ways to interpret this theme and one option is for your child to dress up as 
character from a book they treasure.  Students will come to School dressed in their costumes and are encouraged to bring their 
book to the Parade which will commence in Gib Gate Hall at 9:00am.  
 
A special Book Week morning tea has been organised in the courtyard, for all students, following the Character Dress Up 
Parade.  Parents are welcome to attend the Parade and join us for morning tea. 
 
The annual Gib Gate Library Book Fair will be held from 8:00am-4:00pm on Wednesday 15 August. Students have the 
opportunity to purchase a book from the quality selection of literature chosen to appeal to our readers, to take home or to 
donate to the Library. All Gib Gate parents and students are invited to visit throughout the day. 
 
As Walt Disney famously said: There is more treasure in books than all the gold in a pirate’s chest. 
 
The Gib Gate community looks forward to an exciting week of discovering and sharing children’s literature, and celebrating our 
love of reading together.  
 
Ms Kate Chauncy, Director of Teaching and Learning, P-12 and Coordinator of Gifted and Talented Programmes 
 
Enrichment/Activities 
Term 3 Extra-Curricular Enrolment forms are available on Schoolbox. Please complete and return the Enrolment forms to Mrs 
Russell or email krussell@gibgate.nsw.edu.au with your child’s enrolment into classes for next term. 
 
Interrelate 
Parents and students from Year 3 to 6 are encouraged to attend the Family night on Monday 17 September in the Gib Gate 
Library. Information is available on SchoolBox. The programmes are presented in two sessions; “Where Did I Come From?” at 
6:00pm and “Preparing for Puberty” at 7:15pm.  
 
Interrelate is a specialist organisation with over 90 years’ experience in teaching emotional, social development and sexuality 
education in NSW schools.  Interrelate educators are highly trained and skilful presenters providing an informative education 
programme to families.  They have a reputation for non-discriminatory and open teaching on sensitive issues including 
sexuality, bullying awareness and respectful relationships. The programmes are child focused, informative and sensitive, and 
are designed to encourage discussion. Questions are encouraged and appropriately answered. These programmes are a 
useful way to support you to start these important conversations with your child. 
 
Mrs Anne Graham, Gib Gate Coordinator (Administration) 
 
Sport 
Sports Achievements 
Isabella Barber (Year 5) competed at the CIS Cross Country championships at Eastern Creek in Sydney last week in the U11 
Girls age group. Isabella has been training diligently all term and she had a very successful event coming equal 13th overall. 
 
Interschools Skiing 
We wish the Gib Gate Ski Team all the best as they compete in the NSW Interschools Northern Division Snow Sports 
Championships to be held at Thredbo during the holiday break.   
 
Andrew Campbell, Georgia Greig, Luca de Manincor, Matteo Perrotta, Rocco Perrotta, Salvatore Perrotta and Eva Telford 
(Year 6), Isabella Atra, Madeleine Bendror, Charles Byrne and Thomas Campbell (Year 5), Jade Neilson, Phoebe Purnell and 
Matilda Telford (Year 4), Sebastian Atra, Annika Basson, Iman Byrne, Zali de Manincor and Anthony Neilson (Year 3), Sophia 
Atra (Year 1) are representing Gib Gate in this competition. 
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Gib Gate Athletics Carnival - On Friday 3 August, we will hold our annual Athletics Carnival for all students in Year 2-6 between 
9.00am and 3.20pm. Parents are welcome to attend in support. Information regarding the Carnival and the programme will be 
published on Schoolbox early in Term 3.  
 
Winter Sports 
A reminder to families that there are no Gib Gate Hockey or Soccer games until after the holiday break.   
 
Mrs Anne Graham, Acting Coordinator of PE and Sport, Acting Coordinator of PDHPE and Sport 
 
Preschool (Pre-Kindergarten) 
Networking with other Early Childhood teachers and participating in professional development is a high priority for Gib Gate 
staff.  The opportunity to participate in critical discussion on current theories, child development and practices provides valuable 
time to reflect on our own practice. Gib Gate hosted the NSW Early Years Nature Connections meeting last weekend, when 
twenty-five Early Childhood teachers and educators visited our Preschool.  
 
Preschool students were eager to know about the visitors, and harvested lemons and rosemary from our garden as a welcome 
gift. Visiting teachers explored our paddock and forest, seeing kangaroos and a wide variety of bird life and moved on to the 
Lower Holt at Frensham before finishing at Sturt. They learnt that we are a Land for Wildlife site and that we are participating in 
creating wildlife corridors in Mittagong. The enthusiastic impressions of our visitors reinforced that outdoor learning is a powerful 
tool to help children reflect on their ever changing environment.  
 
Following the meeting, the children were curious about the visitors. Zachariah Chalak wondered, “Do you think they looked at 
all our work and learnt things?” Isaac Webb asked, “Can you tell me some of their ideas?  What did they think about the crystals 
in the yard?  Did they know where they came from?” 
 
Mrs Tinna Loker, Preschool Coordinator  
 
 

 
 

Our next exhibition… 
Country – ancient lands - 5 August to 16 September 
A new exhibition of ceramics by Avi Amesbury will reflect dramatic landscape and connection to country.  
 
Growing up on the edge of the desert in Western Australia, Avi Amesbury's childhood was filled with experiences of the 
landscape - hot, dry, immense summer thunder and lightning storms, a horizon that went on forever, the endless stars. Over the 
years, Amesbury has lived in many different places and each landscape has offered her an insight into the world in which she 
lives, and feels deeply for. 
 
The new work in this exhibition draws inspiration from the Australian landscape and the Artist-in-Residence undertaken at the 
Benyamini Contemporary Ceramics Centre in Tel Aviv, Israel, in 2017. Avi Amesbury forages materials - mostly clays dug from 
a variety of locations, but also volcanic rock ash, seaweed and sea sponges - and uses these materials as an expressive 
language to talk about ancient lands and connection to country. 
 
The exhibition will be opened at 11.00am on Sunday 5 August by special guest, Dr Julie Bartholomew, Head of Ceramics 
ANU School of Art. 
 
Our current exhibitions… 
Cultivate – inspired by nature - 10 June to 29 July
An exceptional range of inspiring work in which 10 artists working across the mediums of jewellery, metalwork, ceramics, 
basketry and textiles were invited to create work that reflects or responds to the natural world. The resulting exhibition blends 
organic material, clay and metal to create nature in a gallery.  
 

F R I E N D S  O F  S T U R T   
Denise Sumner (President), Penny Hoskins (Secretary), Ruth Wright (Roster Secretary), Joan 
Dinning, Bill Dinning, Anne Thomson, Julie Musgrave, Michael Harris, Libby Hobbs, Jill Dyson 
 



 

   

 
 
 
 

9 

In these hands: Mara nyangangka at Craft ACT in Canberra - to 30 June 
On show are works from the artists of Ernabella, celebrating 70 years of Ernabella Arts. The fruits of a collaboration that took 
place 46 years ago are the subject of a special exhibition about Australia's two oldest centres for craft and design – Sturt 
Gallery & Studios (1941) and Ernabella Arts (1948). 
 
Short Courses  
The next weekend of Short Courses will take place on Saturday 4 & Sunday 5 August, 9.30am-4.30pm 
Tool restoration and sharpening with Keith Houston 
Using a tool you have rescued and lovingly restored, whether it is a chisel, a plane or perhaps even an antique bread knife, is 
rewarding. But what is the best way to restore an object? This two-day, hands-on course will show you how – and importantly 
what not to do. Bring a selection of hand tools, no matter what their condition, and be prepared to transform them back into 
working condition. Keith Houston, a retired scientist and past President of the ACT Woodcraft Guild, has been collecting and 
restoring hand tools for much of his life. You may have seen Keith at tool events, purchased restored items from him, read his 
articles about hand tools, or attended one of his many workshops on woodcarving or sharpening. 
 
Textural imagery on the ceramic surface with Cathy Franzi 
Learn to ‘draw’ textural imagery into the clay surface using carving, incising, sgraffito, water erosion and inlay techniques. This 
comprehensive course guides you through various approaches to composition by exploring mark-making on small clay 
samples. On Day 1 you will make one to two shapes using slabs and plaster moulds and follow this on Day 2 by learning 
aspects of integrating imagery with form to pursue your own surface designs. This course is suitable for beginners with an 
interest in the materiality of clay or those more experienced who wish to extend their skills. Dr Cathy Franzi is an award-
winning ceramic artist interested in ways to represent Australian flora and the environments it inhabits. Cathy is an experienced 
tutor, teaching at the ANU, in community arts and workshops nationally. In 2016, she was artist-in-residence in the ANU 
Research School of Biology, working closely on projects with Alpine Buttercups. Her work is held in numerous public collections 
and Cathy is represented by Sabbia Gallery and Beaver Galleries. 
 
From scratch: rethinking process with a craft-based practice with Cara Johnson 
Rip, cut, press, slice, wind, wrap, bend, twist and stitch. Over two days, participants in this workshop will explore a range of 
approaches to idea development through hands-on material experimentation and drawing. Rather than focus on skill, as is the 
core of a craft practice, the aim is to equip participants with a shifted perspective on how to generate original, individual and 
contemporary ideas. In 2016 Cara Johnson completed Honours (first class) Gold and Silversmithing within a Bachelor of Fine 
Art at RMIT University, where she is currently a MFA Research Candidate. Her practice is concerned with the articulation of 
fragility and preciousness in nature, while concurrently addressing the presence of human impact on the landscape. Cara 
exhibits her work both nationally and internationally, and resides in the Otways in Victoria’s south west. 
 
Nature narratives: a winter weekend of dyeing and slow stitching with Julie Ryder 
Using the colours and textures of the landscape as inspiration, this course explores place and space through natural dyeing, 
collage and stitch. Cloth and threads dyed by local plants, together with the use of mordant printing, stencils, stamps and slow 
stitching, will be used to create a small narrative piece referencing the natural world. Julie Ryder is a professional textile 
designer who has gained international recognition. Originally training in science, she holds an MA in Textiles from the ANU. 
Julie’s work reflects her love of nature through natural dyeing, printing, mark-making and slow stitch. Her work is represented in 
many public and private collections including the NGA, NGV, MAAS, AGSA, BRAG, CSIRO, ANBG, Tamworth Regional 
Gallery, and the Textile Museum in the Netherlands.  
 
Residencies in 2018 
In 2018, an exciting programme of residencies will include two graduate residents from ANU School of Art – Nikki Chopra 
(ceramics) and Rose Keightley (furniture). Additionally, there will be a professional artist residency later in the year by fine 
furniture maker, Chance Coulter, from the US. 
 
Winter School 2018 – Monday 9-Friday 13 July 
With record numbers for this year’s event, we only have a few places available. There are 16 Winter School courses on offer for 
adults, plus daily classes for children. The full programme is available on the website and the brochure is available from the 
Shop. Sturt offers competitive accommodation and meal packages, making the Winter School a unique cultural experience. 
 
 

See www.sturt.nsw.edu.au  for full details of all Sturt courses, exhibitions, residency programmes and events. 
To make a booking or enrolment, call Sturt Shop on +61 2 4860 2083 or email shop@sturt.nsw.edu.au 
 

 

Mr Mark Viner, Head of Sturt   
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Deputy Head  
Form Programme Update 
Each week, the Form Programme is published in the Weekly Bulletin on Schoolbox News for parents. The scope of the 
programme is broad and tailored to meet the needs of each Year Group throughout the year. Below is a summary provided by 
each Year Coordinator, of the focus and activities undertaken in the first two terms of this year. Please do not hesitate to 
contact your daughter’s Year Coordinator if you have any questions about the Form Programme. 
 
Mr Geoff Marsh, Deputy Head 
 
Year 7 - Mrs Tanya Vaughan – Year 7 Coordinator 
Year 7 have scheduled meetings weekly with either their Year 10 Crack or their Form Tutor, or as a year group. Issues 
programmed for discussion during these times provide teachable moments as Year 7 consider their place in the Year Group 
and the wider school community. 
 
 Year Meetings: include time for general discussion, and for reminders about upcoming events and establishment of 

routines. Particular topics discussed this semester include:  
- The Language of Friendships (introduced in Term 1 – and ongoing) 
- Cyber safety: including the use of social media, privacy laws, messaging and email  
- School values: including Service, Respect, Organisation and Teamwork. 
- Health and Wellbeing: including sleep, exercise, hygiene, healthy eating and seeking support – as daily routines.  

 Form: in groups of Years 7 and 8, the focus is on daily notices and Current Affairs.  Form also provides an opportunity for 
topics raised in Year Meetings to be reinforced and for Forum representatives to lead discussion about student matters 
arising for consideration. 

 Crack Meetings every Monday morning allow Year 7 to meet with their Year 10 Crack, as an informal means of gaining 
support from senior students. 

 
Year 8 - Mrs Trudi Spencer – Year 8 Coordinator 
The final weeks of the semester have focused on building resilience. Collaborative learning strategies such as small group 
problem-solving discussions, critical thinking tasks and skill-development exercises have taken place in year group meetings 
and within the smaller group setting of Form. 
 
The aim of the programmed activities is to assist students to develop the ability to cope or “bounce back” after encountering 
negative events, difficult situations, or challenges, and return to a positive level of emotional wellbeing, as well as growing the 
capacity to respond adaptively to difficult circumstances and still thrive. As an example: In Term 2 students viewed in Form the 
award-winning short film, Piper. A year group discussion followed, focusing on the challenges faced by Piper as a consequence 
of a negative event and reflecting on how Piper found the ability to adapt to her new circumstances. 
 
To finish the term, Year 8 completed a short survey on aspects of resilience. The survey is designed to assist with the ongoing 
review of our wellbeing programmes tailored to the specific needs of a Year 8 Frensham student.  
 
Year 9 - Ms Sally Fennell – Year 9 Coordinator 
Year 9 Form programme this term involved a combination of Year group meetings, Crack meetings, current affairs sessions and 
mindfulness activities.  In our most recent Year group meeting we focused on our school values of kindness and care for each 
other, reflecting on the words representing ‘love’ as expressed in the recent royal wedding.  
 
In the Week 8 Crack meeting, Year 12 and Year 9 girls discussed empathy, really listening, withholding judgement and asking 
questions. Examples were provided by Year 12 students to support the conversation.  
 
Cyber safety has been central to our Bounce Back (mindfulness) sessions in recent weeks. This included a range of clips and 
discussions about cyber bullying and sexting, and advice to teenagers on how to manage the digital world.   
  
Year 10 - Ms Janene van Gogh – Year 10 Coordinator 
The Term 2 Form Programme has been focused on the value – ‘Respect’. Through discussion, girls explored how this would 
look, how it would feel and what it would sound like. Furthermore, they were asked to consider respect for themselves, peers, 
teachers and the wider community. 
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Managing the digital world in terms of respect was considered, using examples appropriate for their age and the experiences 
they could already or soon would be, encountering. As a priority area, Form teachers have conducted activities during morning 
Form meetings that address digital footprints, cyberbullying and sexting.  
 
Year group meetings and Crack meetings have also provided students with opportunities to discuss issues with peers and 
younger girls. When needed, girls have been reminded about behaviour or actions that have not been respectful, and were 
urged to support each other in this endeavor to maintain high standards. 
 
We are looking forward to the Year 10 Growth Coaching programme where girls will learn to become increasingly independent 
and responsible for their own learning through goal setting, overcoming challenge and learning how to manage failure and/or 
disappointment. 
 
Year 11 - Ms Lee McGuinness – Year 11 Coordinator 
In the final weeks of this semester, in both meetings with the Year Coordinator and in Form, Year 11 have been discussing their 
individual Reports, including: teacher feedback, areas of personal and academic growth, challenges experienced and action or 
support needed to fulfil personal goals. One-on-one, students have also been challenged to consider their contributions to 
whole School life, and their important connections within the School community. 
 
The second area of focus has been on Vacation Work. This is an important platform to establish independent routines, 
guided by Form Tutors, and examining the expectations in each subject. Year 11 were directed to seek clarification from 
their individual teachers prior to the end of term. Return from the vacation period with all tasks including reading 
preparation completed, is the expectation.  
 
Year 12 - Mrs Cherylynne Williams and Ros Buick – Year 12 Coordinators 
Throughout Terms 2 and 3, the Year 12 Form programme focus is: “Maintaining the Balance”. This includes attention to building 
and maintaining resilience, motivation, growth mindset and organisation. This is being achieved through: collaborative activities 
with students in groups or pairs – in Form; school community involvement (ie panel presentations to Year 11); collecting money 
on mufti days; organisation of charity collections on weekends; and leadership roles. The programme also includes regular 
meetings with Year 9 ‘Cracks’, when Year 12 lead discussions based on selected themes and year group presentations of 
important information to meet the requirement that all students receive the same message at the same time. 
Examples of activities undertaken this Term include: 
 Goal Setting; the value of mentors; study plans 
 Survey responses which provide feedback on wellbeing and study presentations provided by the School to the senior years 

(both individual and group). Such surveys aid in identifying strengths and weaknesses for future programme planning. 
 Report Reading: reflecting on teacher feedback, academic growth, challenges and support needs 
 Planning for the future: tertiary studies; demystifying language; available courses and institutions; GAP and volunteering 

opportunities; reference data provision 
 Discussing with Year 9 ‘Crack’ and modelling empathy, kindness, really listening, being non-judgmental, being cyber-smart 
 Time Management SWOT activity to share with friend/tutor; ‘top tips’ from successful students. 
 Practising resume writing and interview technique; application writing strategies. 
 Vacation study programme: unpacking expectations; making a plan; using vacation time to advantage 
 Best practice for managing the Trial Examinations, HSC performances, orals and major works. 

 
Boarding News 
As we draw to the end of the term, we reflect on the breadth of the Boarding Programme at Frensham, one that is rich in 
diversity and opportunity. Each afternoon the activity level after school is extremely high, with girls attending a variety of co-
curricular activities across the week in Sport, Music, Sturt Studio Workshops, Drama, Art Enrichment and Service, and returning 
to the House exhilarated after an afternoon of learning, beyond the classroom. 
 
Prep and independent study routines have continued to develop, with Years 7-9 maximising their time by gaining the support of 
the Teaching staff or Prep Supervisors as they work on set tasks and assessments. Allocated Prep times during the weekend 
programme have also been appreciated by juniors, providing them with focused time to complete tasks in a supported, relaxed 
environment. With very few exceptions, Years 10-12 have strong independent work habits, and settle easily for evening Prep 
and extended weekend time for revision and for work on longer-term assessment tasks. 
 
The Weekend Programmes have been full and varied this term, with many girls commenting on their enjoyment of the range of 
activities and opportunities presented to them on and off campus. Hot chocolate at the Pavilion, trips to the cinema, excursions 
to Wollongong and varied on-campus activities have been amongst the favourites this term.  
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Whether sleeping in the House as a Full or Weekly Boarder, or involved daily as a Day Boarder, the challenge to strengthen 
relationships with age peers and with younger and older House members, is a high priority for House attention and support.  
House life provides real experience in community membership, decision-making and support – as well as independence borne 
of self-management of belongings, schedules and their relationships. 
 
We look forward to Term 3, with a sense of expectation and anticipation for what the new term will bring. 
 
Travel and luggage information 
As for all vacation travel booked through the School: If your daughter’s travel arrangements change during the vacation period, 
and your daughter does not require the SSTS booking that has been made for her, please cancel the ticket by calling 13 22 32 
(as noted on your daughter’s ticket). This is the preferred means of advising changes – requested by SSTS. 
 
Reminder re luggage restrictions: All information is stated on your daughter’s ticket, which she will receive during the last week 
of term. Please encourage your daughter to speak with Ms Graham or me, if she has queries about luggage.  
 
Year 10 students will be sent return tickets during the vacation.  
 
Years 10 and 11 House Allocations for next term will be available on Schoolbox, prior to the commencement of Term 3.  
 
Mrs Tanya Vaughan, Director of Boarding  
 
Director of Teaching and Learning 
Writing Enrichment Opportunities for keen Frensham writers 
Last week, Pen & Ink hosted two authors on two occasions to develop students’ creative writing skills. Members of Pen & Ink 
and interested friends from Years 11 and 12 attended the writing workshops, gaining many new ideas and strategies to try for 
themselves in the various activities lead by experts in their field. 
 
On Thursday 21 June, William Russell, renowned Australian author of poetry, short stories and essays, addressed Pen & Ink at 
their last meeting for Term 2. Mr Russell’s workshop was entitled: We all have our stories to tell. HOW we tell those stories is 
what matters. Mr Russell asked girls to ‘find their own voice’ and explained the word QUALIA (a quality or property experienced 
by a person) and its significance to the writer. Each writer ‘sees’ differently, expresses themselves differently, and uses different 
mediums, but each writer must always tell their story from the heart by finding that quality that makes that writer’s world come 
out in the writing. Girls worked in pairs, with one of the pair telling a story from the perspective of a 5-7 year old child, followed 
by the other telling a story from the perspective of an elderly person. Each student had to scribe the story and some were 
courageous enough to share their writing with the group. Girls were fortunate to hear and read some of Mr Russell’s prolific 
writing and were entranced by his short story entitled, ‘A Little Girl with Red Hair’. We thank him sincerely for travelling out on a 
very frosty evening to inspire us to continue writing, reminding all that we must ‘use it – don’t lose it!’ 
 
On Saturday 23 June, a small group of Year 9, 11 and 12 students worked for two hours with young Australian author, Dr Anna 
Westbrook, in a creative writing workshop. Anna published her debut novel; Dark Fires Shall Burn, in 2016. She is currently 
writing her second novel and is travelling to the USA next week to conduct research for this novel. Anna is a creative writing 
lecturer at New York University in Sydney and holds a PhD from the University of New South Wales. She has been shortlisted 
for The Australian/Vogel’s Literary Award and received an Australian Society of Authors’ Mentorship Award. Anna is on the 
Board of Directors at The Red Rattler Theatre in Marrickville. She visited Frensham earlier this year to advise Year 12 
Extension 2 English students on the composition of their individual Major Works.  
 
In Saturday’s workshop, Anna introduced the young writers to ‘micro fiction’: stories that, while following the traditional narrative 
structure, contain around only 300 words. She described this format as ‘like a long story but shorter!’. Because of the brevity of 
the word count, the most significant principle that writers must adhere to when composing micro fiction is to be highly 
disciplined in their consideration of every word choice. Following a warm up activity creating two-sentence stories, the group 
moved on to explore narrating from different perspectives in response to visual stimuli provided by Anna, and tried the 300-word 
limit. Anna then gently lead the group to the dreaded ‘E’ word – the editing process – which most writers find challenging and 
confronting. Slashing their word-, phrase- and sentence- ‘gems’ is one of the hardest things to do, but, working in pairs to make 
suggestions to each other, the students became confident ‘slashers’! The group enjoyed sharing their 300-word stories with 
Anna and each other and look forward to putting some of the strategies learned into practice in future creative writing projects. 
 
Ms Kate Chauncy, Director of Teaching and Learning P-12; Coordinator of Gifted and Talented Programmes P-12 
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Director of Studies 
Feedback is an essential part of education. It helps students to maximise their potential at different stages of learning, raise 
their awareness of strengths and areas for improvement, and identify actions to be taken to improve performance. From the 
learner’s perspective, Professor John Hattie says the questions that should be addressed by feedback are: Where am I going? 
How am I going? and Where to next? 
 
Nicol and Macfarlane-Dick’s work on feedback states that it should strengthen the student's capacity to self-regulate their own 
performance and contribute to their ability to learn for the longer term. In the following framework, they propose that good 
feedback should:  
 help clarify what good performance is (goals, criteria, expected standards). Students can only achieve goals or outcomes, if 

they understand them, assume some ownership of them, and can assess progress 
 facilitate the development of reflection in learning 
 deliver high quality information to students about their learning 
 encourage teacher and student dialogue around learning 
 allow for discussion with the teacher to help students to develop understanding, correct misunderstandings and to obtain a 

response to difficulties 
 encourage positive motivational beliefs and self-esteem. However, the extent of praise must be consistent with the level of 

performance otherwise students may be confused by mixed messages 
 provide opportunities to close the gap between current and desired performance. Feedback is most useful when students 

have an opportunity to improve work by: being able to resubmit the work; receiving feedback during the production process 
(eg comments on drafts); applying the feedback to a subsequent piece of work. Students can benefit from being given help 
to develop strategies to use feedback 

 provide information to teachers that can be used to help shape teaching. 
 
The final Semester 1 Reports have been sent this week and while these provide information about where students are 
currently, regular feedback from class tasks, Prep and formal assessment is also integral to student progress. Class teachers 
regularly engage students in discussing their work and provide similar opportunities for peer to peer interactions through pair 
and group work. Use of marking criteria and model answers are valuable methods of providing students with explicit and 
detailed information about expectations for improvement. Students should always know how to improve their work, and 
information outlined in their report should not come as a surprise – strategies and advice given should already be implemented.  
 
Ms Janene van Gogh, Director of Studies – in Residence 
 
English and Drama 
Drama  
Years 8 and 9 students have commenced rehearsals for the Junior Production, A Tribute to Dr Seuss.  
 
The performance will feature an adaptation of four of Dr Seuss’s much-loved children’s books, Oh the Places You’ll Go, Green 
Eggs and Ham, The Cat in the Hat and The Lorax. Each play comprises a cast of 14-16 students from Years 8 and 9 who are 
working together to adapt and develop their own twist on the familiar stories. The scripts are being brought to life under the 
direction of Mrs Sally Hannah and Ms Fiona Shannon.  
 
The final production will be staged on Saturday 1 September from 3:30pm-4:30pm during the Year 9 Parent Weekend. The girls 
are excited to present their adaptations of Dr Seuss’ books and eagerly await their turn on the Clubbe Hall stage. 
 
The End of Year Production has been announced as Me and My Girl.  
 
The show premiered in London in 1937 and ran for 1,646 performances, helped in no small part by a revolutionary BBC 
television broadcast of the production that aired in 1939. Originally featuring a score by Noel Gay, and book and lyrics by L 
Arthur Rose and Douglas Furber, it was given a 1984 London revival in a revised version written by Stephen Fry (with 
contributions by director Mike Ockrent) and the interpolation of songs composed by Gay for other shows. Transferred to 
Broadway two years later, the musical ran for three years, winning three Tony Awards and two Olivier Awards. The plot 
revolves around Bill Snibson, a Lambeth Cockney discovered to be the 14th heir to the Earl of Hareford. Summoned to the late 
earl's estate to assume his destiny as a nobleman, Bill runs into conflict with the aristocrats determined to remake him. But Bill 
will have none of it, especially since it involves ditching the equally common Sally, the love of his life. Hilarity, as they say, 
ensues. 
 
Mrs Sally Hannah, Head of Drama  
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English 
"A time for everything: A time to relax and a time to be busy, a time to frolic and a time to labour, a time to receive and a time to 
give, a time to begin and a time to finish." – Jonathan Lockwood Huie 
 
The word ‘vacation’ conjures images of rest, recreation, holiday, or break from work and I am sure that these ideas are true for 
many of our Frensham families. However, it is also an opportunity for our students to revise and consolidate their learning, and 
prepare for the Term 3 focus in each of their subjects. Years 11 and 12 girls have been provided with guidelines for vacation 
work in each of their subjects. For Year 12 students, preparation for the Trial Examination will be a priority. 
 
Without the formal schedule of schooldays and Prep, Year 12 English Standard and Advanced students can take advantage of 
opportunities for extended thinking time to review and refine their imaginative compositions and essay explorations of 
Discovery, and practise answering questions to unseen texts. They are also advised to revisit and refine their understanding of 
the Modules, and practise writing essay answers to examination questions provided on Schoolbox and on the NESA website. 
English Extension 1 students are encouraged to re-examine their understanding of Romanticism in the light of feedback from 
their recent presentations, and revisit their imaginative compositions to incorporate that improved understanding. English 
Extension 2 students should take time to think deeply about strategies to refine their Major Works and Reflection Statements, 
as editing the final drafts of their compositions will be an important focus for them early next term.  
 
In Term 3, Year 11 students will study the final module of the new Stage 6 Preliminary English syllabus. During the vacation, to 
consolidate their Term 2 study of Module A, Contemporary Possibilities, a task for Standard English students is to write an 
imaginary piece in the voice of a character from their text, the television series Sherlock. Next term, they will begin Module B, 
Close Study of Literature, exploring Australian playwright Michael Gow’s play, Away, in preparation for which they are advised 
to research the context of Australia in 1967/68 and reflect on their own family ‘Summer Holiday Rituals’. 
 
Similarly, during the vacation, to strengthen their understanding of concepts relating to Term 2 Module A, Narratives that Shape 
our World, Year 11 Advanced English students are asked to complete an essay that reconsiders F Scott Fitzgerald’s seminal 
novel, The Great Gatsby, in the light of Luhrman’s 2014 film interpretation. To prepare for Module B, Critical Study of Literature 
in Term 3, Advanced students are advised to view director Oliver Parker’s 1994 film, Othello. English Extension students, 
having studied the Victorian novel, Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte, and its appropriation, Jane Steele by Lyndsay Faye, are 
encouraged to begin their Individual Research Project, which will be their Term 3 focus. This task involves each student 
comparatively analysing her own choice of literary text and its modern adaptation. 
 
During their vacation, students in Years 7–10 are encouraged to spend some time reading. Most students have been issued 
with vacation reading books, which they are urged to supplement with their own choice of reading material.  
 
Family discussion of a students’ engagement in reading or study is an important element in creating a supportive environment 
for vacation schoolwork. This not only stimulates a student’s reflection on her work, but establishes the value of sharing learning 
insights and experiences and fosters habits of independent time management. A balanced life is a goal for everyone, and the 
words of American author, Jonathan Lockwood Huie, provide a useful thinking framework for students undertaking vacation 
schoolwork: ‘It's a paradox. How does one balance living in the now with preparing responsibly for the future? The key to this 
dilemma lies in the distinction between “worrying about the future" and "preparing for the future." The two concepts are not at all 
the same.’ 
 
Ms Jennie Mickle, Director of English 
 
French 
With their Writing Skills assessments now over, most students of French are benefiting from the advice and feedback following 
the return of their papers to continue the significant progress they are achieving.  Almost without exception, the students in each 
year-group are performing to or exceeding expectations.  
 
Year 7 girls can now communicate correctly using almost any verb in French in the Present tense, because they are 
comfortable with the verb être conjugations and with forming the most common verb-group, the ‘-er’ verbs.  Thus they have 
already surpassed the grammatical limitations of most bilingual dictionaries.     
 
Year 8 students are coming to the end of their unit on school, talking about the subjects they take and comparing timetables, 
along with how to give and take instructions and orders. This also provides them with an opportunity to explore the cultural 
differences between schools in Australia and their counterparts’ experiences in schools in France. 
 



 

   

 
 
 
 

15 

The focus for students in Years 9, 10 and 11 is the new learning taking place in class along with the demands of their next 
assignments and assessments. They are expected to apply their acquired knowledge and practise it regularly in class and Prep 
tasks to consolidate their understanding.   
 
The HSC French Oral tests are scheduled for 18 August. Consequently, Year 12 students are combining their preparation for 
the HSC Trial Examinations with as much Oral practice as possible, including additional practice oral sessions outside class. 
    
Alors, bon courage, tout le monde: continuez à bien travailler et vous réussirez à vos objectifs!  
 
Mesdemoiselles Victoria Akins and Chelsea Wallis, Teachers of French 
 
Latin 
On the evening of Thursday 21 June, 16 Latin students in Years 9 and 10 travelled to Sydney with Miss Akins to participate in 
the Kevin Lee Latin Quiz, held at SCEGGS Darlinghurst. The quiz is run like a ‘Who Wants to be a Millionaire’ show with four 
different school teams of four students, each with buzzers, positioned in front of a large audience of students, teachers and 
parents. 
 
Questions were based on Latin culture, grammar, vocabulary derivations and other topics from the 7-10 Latin Syllabus and 
varied from multiple choice, short answer, translation, responding in Latin, drawing a picture on a ‘wax tablet’ and arithmetic. 
The competition, run by Robert Marshall, the quizmaster, was both thrilling and intellectually stimulating, broadening the girls’ 
knowledge with lots of tricky questions. Great team work resulted in a 1st place in the mixed division (Years 7-10) and 3rd place 
in the Year 10 division. 
 
The girls also had the opportunity to meet fellow Latin students from various other schools, including SCEGGS, Sydney Girls 
High, Shore, Newington and St Aloysius, during the interval where supper was provided. A great night was had by all. 
 
Ms Liz Stephenson and Miss Victoria Akins, Teachers of Latin 
 
Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE) 
Students have completed a variety of assessment tasks, reflecting the range of teaching and learning undertaken in HSIE. 
While Year 12 Ancient History and Year 11 Modern History completed in-class essays under timed conditions, Year 8 World 
Studies created a front page for a newspaper, featuring the Spanish conquest of the Aztecs. Year 11 Geography students have 
submitted their Senior Geography Projects, demonstrating excellent understanding of the inquiry process. Year 9 Australian 
Studies students have delivered speeches in class on the experiences of a person during the Second World War. It is important 
for students to adapt their message to meet a range of situations and the classroom experiences ensure that students are able 
to develop this key skill for success. 
 
Studies Highlights 
 Year 7 students have been studying the Silk Road and the importance of this phenomenon in facilitating cross-cultural 

contact between the east and the west. With Chinese material being excavated in Roman sites, and vice versa, it is a 
wonderful example of how one culture can influence the development of another.  

 Year 8 and 10 HSIE classes have begun the study of Geography. This introduces geographical skills necessary to 
understand the learning in Semester 2. Skills explored in class include graph interpretation, examination of chloropleth 
maps and how they represent information, and a brief case study of data examining the reduction in the Arctic ice sheet 
over time.  

 Year 11 Geography students are developing presentations in class about the four spheres of our world, in preparation for a 
study of the interactions between them. One group in particular has been focusing on the atmosphere, with one of the 
students commenting, “Now I understand the weather and how it all happens” – a wonderful learning outcome!  

 Year 11 Ancient History students have commenced their examination of Roman society in preparation for a detailed study 
of slavery in the Roman World. Slavery is one of the concepts students find most challenging, as it is difficult for them to 
imagine owning a person outright. Considering the ancient world economy was based on slave labour, it is an important 
concept to understand. 

 Year 12 Modern History students were fortunate to have a session with Associate Professor Ian Bickerton, a researcher at 
the University of NSW and a leading expert on the Arab-Israeli Conflict, the area of study for Year 12 at the moment. In 
engaging with a leading historian in the field, students were able to deepen their understanding of the complex issues 
involved in the Arab-Israeli Conflict.  
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 Next term, Year 12 Ancient History students will have a similar experience with Professor Ian Worthington from Macquarie 
University, who is a leading researcher on Alexander the Great. He will take the students through an examination of key 
events in Alexander’s reign, giving them a chance to engage with another leading scholar in the field of history. We are 
incredibly fortunate to be visited by these two leading scholars, in keeping with the tradition of bringing top academics to 
Frensham. 

 
Dr Stephen Clarke, Head of HSIE 
 
Jamieson Programme 
‘Exposure to challenges, in a secure environment, can awaken in young people a belief in themselves which will stay with them 
throughout their lives’ 
 
Year 7: In Frensham Studies, students are learning about the animals in the early years at School and what the School was like 
during Miss Bryant’s years. 
 
Year 9: Students in the Cambridge IGCSE interdisciplinary course, Global Perspectives, are making excellent progress on their 
Group Projects. Students are developing promotional outcomes, which they will present next term, to raise awareness on their 
chosen global issue. Some of the issues include the child vaccination debate, cyberbullying, racism as a result of terrorism and 
the need for organ donation. 
 
The focus for early next term will be ‘Global Forum’, with the 2018 theme being: Making a Difference - Understanding my place 
in the World. Global Forum will take place from Tuesday 7 August-Thursday 9 August. Guest speakers from a range of 
industries and backgrounds will present to Year 9 over the three days, finishing with the much-anticipated Green Art project in 
the Holt and in the evening, an overview in preparation for the Caving experience. 
 
Year 10: Students have enjoyed their unit on Financial Literacy. They are participating in Work Experience for the final week of 
Term 2. 
 
Mrs Merrilee Harris, Head of Jamieson Programme  
 
Mathematics 
Having attended an information session last week on the new Mathematics Syllabuses, I thought I would include the following 
update on the biggest changes to Mathematics teaching curriculum in the past 35 years. Included are the timelines for the 
Australian Curriculum (AC), the NSW Curriculum (NESA) and the Frensham Curriculum, with more details on the new courses 
below.  
 
Australian Curriculum Timeline 
2012:   ACARA publishes Australian Curriculum (AC) for 4 senior maths courses: Essential Mathematics, General 
 Mathematics, Mathematical Methods, Specialist Mathematics (must be studied with Mathematical Methods) 
2015:   Implemented in WA and Tasmania 
2016:   Implemented in Victoria (with significant changes, implemented in SA, NT and ACT) 
2018-19:  Implemented in NSW (with significant changes) 
2019:   Implemented in Queensland 
 
NSW Curriculum Timeline 
February and November 2017: NESA publishes new syllabuses for the five NSW senior mathematics courses, including some 
AC content 
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Frensham Timeline 
2018:  Implemented the Year 11 Mathematics Standard 2 course (no other new courses started this year). 
2019:  Implementing the Year 11 Mathematics Advanced and Mathematics Extension I course and the Year 12 
 Mathematics Standard 2 course 
2020:  Implementing the Year 12 Mathematics Advanced and Mathematics Extension 1 and 2 courses. 
 
The content of the new courses is a re-arrangement of the old courses, with some new topics added and some topics (or parts 
of topics) deleted. 
 
A short summary of the changes to the Mathematics Advanced course: 
 More overlap with Mathematics Standard 2 in content and HSC examination, to accommodate student movements and 

HSC scaling 
 Easier in some places due to overlap with Mathematics Standard 2 
 Less content to allow for deeper learning, modelling and exploration 
 More gradual approach to calculus: trigonometric, exponential and logarithmic functions now introduced in Year 11 
 Around 30% new content, mainly on statistics and functions 
 Statistics = ‘current General maths’ statistics + probability distributions 
 NEW: Focus on functions, calculus and statistics 
 REMOVED: Deductive geometry, coordinate geometry (linear functions), quadratic polynomial, locus and the parabola 

A short summary of the Mathematics Extension 1 course: 
 Less content than previously 
 REMOVED: Circle geometry, parametric equations of the parabola, binomial theorem 
 Around 40% new content 
 NEW:  Vectors, differential equations, binomial distribution 

A short summary of the Mathematics Extension 2 course: 
 Moved from Mathematics Extension 1:  Velocity and acceleration as functions of x, simple harmonic motion, path of a 

projectile 
 REMOVED: Conics, Graphs, Volumes, Polynomials, most of Integration, ambiguous ‘harder Mathematics Extension 1’ 

topic  
 Trigonometric substitutions in integration, harder trigonometric integrals, recurrence relations, Circular motion, conical 

pendulum 
 Around 30% new content   
 NEW:  Mathematical Proof, 3D vectors, further induction and integration. 

 
We have had an eventful Term 2, which included submitting 48 entries in the Mathematics Challenge, ending last Friday. Next 
term, the Australian Mathematics Competition (a 75-minute written test) is scheduled across Australia on Thursday 9 August, 
Week 3, and the opportunity to enter is offered to any interested students in Years 7-10. Teachers have already discussed this 
with Year 10 students (before they left for Work Experience) and all entries will be finalised by the end of this term. 
 
Ms Joanne Allison, Head of Mathematics  
 
Music 
The Madrigals compete annually in the Sydney Eisteddfod. This year, they prepared four items for performance in the Youth 
Vocal Ensemble and Sacred Choral sections and we were delighted to be placed 1st and 2nd respectively. Last weekend the 
Madrigals returned to compete in the John Lamble Choral Championship and – with an extra week to rehearse – the girls sang 
superbly and with excellent spirit.  On this occasion, whilst we felt we did not perform at our best, we felt privileged to be part of 
such an extremely competitive event. 
 
The Year 10 Music students enjoyed their recent excursion to the Opera House where they heard Verdi’s powerful, Requiem 
Mass. This is an extremely dramatic work for full orchestra with expanded brass and percussion, SATB soloists and massed 
choir. The girls were in a box overlooking the stage with a full view of the instrumentation and the choir on the left and it was a 
pleasure to see Old Girl, Charlotte Midson (2010), singing in the front row of the choir. 

 
Mr Michael Spencer, Head of Music 
 
Science 
The new Stage 6 Science syllabi require students to carry out a depth study in Year 11 and 12. A Depth Study is any type of 
investigation/activity that a student completes individually or collaboratively that allows the further development of one or more 
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concepts found within or inspired by the syllabus. Depth Studies allow students to pursue an area of interest in science and 
gain a deeper understanding of the scientific principles involved. They require students to take responsibility for their own 
learning and demonstrate a range of working scientifically skills.   
 
Year 11 Physics students are also in the process of completing their Depth Study for 2019. The first step in the Depth Study 
process is for students to develop a question which, as a result of their investigation, they then refine. 
Examples of some questions posed to date include;  
 Can humans survive in a zero gravity environment for an extended period of time? 
 Teleportation – is it feasible? 
 Do black holes have a finite lifespan? 
 Is the spin test an accurate way to determine how cooked a boiled egg is? 
 Considering there is so little evidence, how can scientists be confident dark matter exists? 
 How do larger instruments produce lower frequencies whereas smaller instruments produce higher frequencies? 

Students are discovering that sometimes the most important step in the scientific process is asking the right question. 
 
Preliminary Chemistry students conducted a Depth Study about the size of a mole of a 
common object. Students investigated topics such as: 
 How many times to Jupiter and back would a tower containing a mole of ten cent pieces 

reach? 
 How many times the volume of the Earth would be occupied by a mole of M&M’s? 
 How many times around the Earth’s equator would a mole of toothpicks stretch if laid 

end to end? 
 To what depth would one mole of square lego bricks cover the Earth? 

 
Students had to think about what data to research, what calculations to perform, what resources to use and how to present their 
findings. The diagrams below show some of their mole comparisons. 

 
The Year 11 Biology students have been studying introduced species as part of their Depth Study. During Week 8 they 
investigated the percentage cover of the introduced species - English Ivy – in the Lower Holt. Using transect sampling 
techniques they investigated where English Ivy was most prominent in the ecosystem. From this, they evaluate the impact this 
species has on the native Australian environment and propose conservation strategies that could be implemented by the 
Australian government.   

In the Lower Holt: Back row – Attica Darling, 
Alexandra Hill, Adele Bouniol-Lafont, Amelia 
Hickson, Savannah Gillies, Maggie McKittrick, 
Annabelle Hickson, Lucille Schmidt, Gina Macken, 
Isabella Ross, Noni Brittain; Front row – Georgie 
Tooth, Sophie Arnott, Sophie Robertson, Emily 
Williams, Georgia Kelleher 
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Year 12 Chemistry has been learning about different industrial processes to produce a range of chemicals for use by society. 
During the course, students learned about the Frasch and Contact processes used to manufacture sulfuric acid, as well as the 
Solvay process used to produce sodium carbonate. Students had the opportunity to carry out the chemical steps for the Solvay 
process in the laboratory and to identify any risks and difficulties associated with the production of sodium carbonate. 
 
Mrs Alison Andrew, Head of Science  
 
Drone Workshop 
Year 9 and 10 students and the Year 12 Physics class had an opportunity to participate in a Drone workshop conducted by JAR 
Aerospace.  
 
JAR Aerospace is redefining the Australian aerospace industry and becoming a major figure in the country's aerospace 
engineering future. They develop advanced autonomous flight platforms that have diverse applications. Their UAS (Unmanned 
Aerial System) is being tailored to fit the needs of the medical, agricultural, defence and other fields. JAR Aerospace 
educational Drone workshop is aimed at engaging young people and making STEM education more accessible to young minds.  
 
Science classes actively participated in two stations, a Build station and a Fly station. The Build station looked at drone 
components, drone assembly and drone configuration. Students built their own drone from a box of drone parts, following the 
instruction booklet. The Fly station focused on rules and regulations, binding transmitter and controller coding, property safety 
and management, flight demonstration and fly time. Students learnt about how a controller works and had first-hand experience 
in flying their drones. 
 
The workshop instructors were all recent university graduates with degrees in Aerospace engineering, Mechanical engineering, 
Computer science and Mechatronics. They presented a vibrant, informative workshop, engaging all students with their hands-
on approach. 
 
The lead presenter, Mahla Kafami (UNSW aerospace engineering), spoke to the students about her background, educational 
achievements and her involvement in the JAR aerospace programme. She briefly outlined some of her projects: designing the 
interior of a helicopter to fit a medical trolley; and developing a computer simulation of where debris could be potentially located 
in the event of a plane crash. She also highlighted the need for more women in STEM-related careers. 
 
Both staff and students gained great insight into the potential applications of drones and their current uses. 

Left: Sophia Pernice, Eliza Friend, Meg Fairrie building their drone.  
Right: Year 10 students and workshop presenters Back row - Pat, Sarah Manwaring, Miriam Hopkins, Claudia Logan, 
Cate Watson, Eva Knox, Clare Mackie, Mahla. Front row - Sophie Begg, Mimi Stewart, Harriette Beedle, Isobel Huggins. 
 
Student comments about the Drone Workshop 
The drone workshop was fascinating. It was interesting to be able to work hands on building the drones as it was something 
most of us haven’t done before. Few schools get the opportunity to be able to fly and build drones and it was amazing to be 
able to experience it first-hand. Natasha Pegios, Year 9 
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I thought that the JAReducation Drone Workshop was a very beneficial and unforgettable experience. It was all so fascinating 
to see, learn and understand how to construct a drone, how to fly one and most importantly the safety of usage and laws 
around flying. My favourite part was probably building the drones because I have always loved building things hands-on and it 
was really great to actually see how the motors connected to the propellors and how they worked with the central sensors and 
battery packs, allowing us to fly the drone. We learnt a little bit about how to calibrate the drones ready for take-off and how it 
really is important to make sure everything is 100% with the drone in order to reduce injury. Flying the drones was absolutely 
incredible! I must say, it was hard to start with, but after a few crashes, you get the hang of it. I really saw how even the slightest 
hand movement on the controller could send the drone haywire, so it is best to gently take off. The people who worked at JAR 
aerospace were all really informative and helped us to understand how drones work and where they are used in science and 
real life. Caitlin Hargraves Year 10 
 
I found the JAR aerospace workshop to be extremely enlightening. The opportunity to construct my own drone and then fly it 
was an incredible experience and one that is truly unforgettable. The talk was immensely enjoyable, and I very much enjoyed 
learning more about the industry. Mia Horsfall, Year 10 
 
At the JAR aerospace drone experience we learned how to build, fly and programme a drone. It was so interesting learning how 
vital drones can be in our society and how there are so many career opportunities to do with drones as technology is advancing 
so fast. My favourite part of the whole experience was flying the drone as it was very hands on and I was surprised at how 
technical the flight of a drone can be. Willa Mitchell, Year 9 
 

- I found it really interesting learning how to build the drones, especially seeing the motors work as we studied them last 
term. Isabella Camilleri, Year 12 Physics 

- The drone workshop was very enjoyable. The simplicity of the designs and the complexity of the devices that could be 
added were interesting. Flying them was a lot of fun, and crashing them even more so. Gabrielle Steiner, Year 12 
Physics 

- The drone workshop was an insightful experience that was thoroughly enjoyable as well as a learning experience. I 
enjoyed the way we learnt how to control drones and how to build them which was an amazing experience. Tiger Lily 
Herrington, Year 12 Physics 

 
Ms Wendy Rowan, Director of Special Projects 
 
Agriculture & Show Cattle Team 
We draw to the end of another productive term in the 
Agriculture faculty. With Year 10 away on Work 
Experience, the Year 11 Agriculture class has taken 
over the responsibility of looking after the school 
sheep as well as continuing their Farm Case Study 
research and interviewing farmers. Year 12 
Agriculture have begun revising the work learnt over 
the past three terms as well as practising past HSC 
examination papers in preparation for their Trial 
examinations at the beginning of next term. Year 9 
Agricultural Technology has been planting winter 
vegetables such as cauliflower, broccoli and peas in 
their vegetable gardens and continue to learn about 
egg and chicken meat production. The Year 7 
Technology class has just completed the Plant 
Production component of their Mandatory Technology course by submitting their final vegetable garden design portfolios and 
harvesting the last of their vegetables.  
The other Year 7 Technology class will begin the Plant Production unit next term. 
 
Ms Leonie Mutch, Coordinator of Agriculture 
 
PDHPE 
Year 12 students have been preparing for the HSC Trial Examinations and Term 2 assessment task, while also continuing their 
study of Australia’s health priorities. This includes topics such as the role of epidemiology, priority population groups, major 
chronic diseases and the impacts of an ageing population on health services. Once again the importance of exercise and 

Year 10 Agriculture students with this year’s lambs 
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fitness to the health of all Australians has been reinforced with the release of ‘2018 Australia’s Health’ from the Australian 
Institute of Health Welfare (AIHW). 

“Many chronic health conditions share common 
preventable risk factors, such as smoking, 
excessive alcohol consumption, and not getting 
enough exercise—in fact, around one-third of 
our nation’s ‘disease burden’ is due to 
preventable risk factors.” (AIHW, 2018) 
 
With the release of the new PDHPE syllabus for 
implementation in 2019 for Years 7 & 9 this 
emphasis on physical literacy is evident. 
 
Left: Year 9 PDHPE in action. 
 
 

Ms Janene van Gogh, Acting Head of PDHPE 
 
Sport 
Cross Country - On Thursday 14 June, Annabelle Ranken and Harriet Collins (Year 9) and Antoinette Inglis (Year 12) competed 
in the NSW Combined Independent Schools Cross Country Championships at Eastern Creek. Their final placings were: 15 
Years Girls 4km event – Harriet placed in 19th and Annabelle in 25th position. Antoinette finished 3rd in the 18 Years 6km event 
and will now compete in the NSW All Schools Championships to be held on the same course on Friday 27 July.  
 
Results for the IGSSA Competition – for teams placed in the Top 4 of their grade: 
 
Football: Team 2 – 3rd; Team 3 – 3rd ;Team 4 – 4th ;Team 5 – 3rd; Jnr C – 1st; Jnr D – 1st; Yr7 Purple – 3rd; Yr 7 Green – 1st 
  
Basketball 
Team 1 – 4th; Team 2 - =2nd; Team 3 – 4th; Team 4 – 3rd; Team 5 – 2nd; Jnr A –  =2nd ; Jnr C – 3rd; Jnr E – 1st; Yr7 Purple – 4th; 
Yr7 Green – 4th. 
  
A very successful season in both sports! 
 
Miss Erin Gray, Acting Head of Sport 
 
Equestrian  
Camden Winter Showjumping Festival 9-11 June: Estella Dinnigan Wilkins (Year 8) placed 3rd in the Young Horse 1m and 2nd 
in the Young Horse 90cm. Olivia Salkeld (Year 11) placed 3rd in the Open 1m Grand Prix. Grace Mackenzie (Year 9) placed 
1st in the 90cm Open. Emily Baldwin (Year 10) placed 1st in the 1.10cm 2 phase, 5th in the 1.10cm 2 phase. MacKenzie 
Johnson (Year 10) placed 1st in the 1.00m Open 2 phase. Sydney Jump Club on 20 May Grace Mackenzie (Year 9) placed 1st 
in the 90cm, 2nd in the 85-95cm, and 2nd in the 75cm Showjumping, 
 
Interschools Equestrian Competition 16-20 July 
With Interschools coming up, the Heads of Equestrian are making a huge effort to ensure a great team atmosphere this year. 
Frensham will be allocated camping spots together and the horses will also be stabled in the same area. Here, a base camp will 
be set up around some of the trucks with a Frensham pop-up tent and tables. Parents are asked to please bring their own 
chairs.  
 
For the first two days of the Competition Mrs Ros Buick will be supporting the set-up and overseeing our entries and I 
will be joining the team from Wednesday 18 July. 
 
There will be a catered dinner for the whole team at base camp on Wednesday night  to which all are most welcome, and there 
will be a barbecue on the Friday night (held by the event organisers) which all competitors are encouraged to attend. The event 
cannot run without volunteers and both Frensham parents and students have upheld an excellent reputation for putting their 
hands up to help.  The Committee will allocate Frensham volunteering spots for the Heads of Equestrian to fill and the girls will 
do their best to fill these with parents who don't have a child competing at the time.  
 



 

   

 
 
 
 

22 

Miss Victoria Akins, Equestrian Coordinator 
 
Snowsports 
This season, we have a Snowsports team of 24 students, with many “on snow” supporters including the team managers 
(parents), course volunteers (parents) and Frensham fans (parents, students and siblings). Most of these entrants will be 
skiing/snowboarding in the second week of the vacation at Thredbo, in the Northern Interschools Competition, 10-14 July. We 
have 15 teams entered in four disciplines, Moguls, Skiercross, Alpine and Snowboarding. Most of the skiers and boarders have 
some racing experience and understand the demands and unpredictable circumstances they may face on the mountain.  
 
Ms Joanne Allison, Snowsports Coordinator 
 

 
 
 
 

STOP PRESS FOR SPORT  
Early morning Athletics training at Frensham this term  

[L-R] Sylvie Potgieter, Isabella Barber,  
Sophie Baldwin and Elizabeth Shadbolt,  

with coach Mr Ron Thompson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visual Arts/Design & Technology 
At the end of Term 2, several practical units undertaken by students in Visual Arts in Years 7, 9, 10 and 11 are either completed 
or close to completion.  
 
Students of Year 11 Visual Arts have resolved works in response to the phrase, These Are Desperate Times. Using printmaking 
as the underpinning expressive form for this unit, students have produced artworks which have a socio-political thematic basis. 
The students worked with specific printmaking techniques such as dry-point etching, lino-printing, collograph printing and mono-
printing in diverse ways. Many students considered how they could use printed imagery in a contemporary manner, including it 
in three-dimensional forms and in installation contexts. Many strong prints were produced on the traditional paper surface, and 
some students explored surfaces such as plastic bags and metal to give their work a unique quality. 
 
Both Year 9 and 10 students have been working on the production of their Juxtaposition artwork, which is due for completion 
until the end of Term 3. The students have been working in a range of two-dimensional media to explore a theme expressed 
across a series of panels. This unit has given students the opportunity to test a specific material or technique for the first time, 
and many have discovered that a particular process or method suits their artistic sensibility well. The unit has provided both 
conceptual and technical choice for students, which in turn has increased their sense of ownership of the work and their ability 
to work autonomously.  
 
Year 7 students have begun producing plates for a multi-plate print. They have created a collograph plate using leaves and 
other flat, natural objects, and a dry-point etching of leaves.  Next term, they will spend time in the printmaking studio, learning 
how to ink up these plates with oil-based etching ink and running them through the printing press. 
 
Mr Phil Alldis, Head of Visual Arts and Design 
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