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Should school be like Disneyland? 
At the evening function of the annual *ISCA/AHISA Education Forum – A National Perspective in Canberra this week, guest 
speaker Richard Gerver (former school principal and advisor to the UK Government) explained the metaphor he used to 
transform a failing school in the UK – ‘that his school should be like Disneyland’ – and the message was not as initially 
expected. In summary, he noted: 

At Disneyland, you need to be patient – the queues are long – but there is high anticipation that the outcome is worth the 
wait (linked to the learning process – where most of the best outcomes take time).  
At Disneyland, the environment is sustained by staff aligned in mission – they are expected to build community and 
engage the attention of the whole family – they are intensely focused on the children and the parents. 
At Disneyland, there is challenge by choice; children can enjoy a high sense of appropriate risk-taking, where mostly 
invisible support mechanisms, carefully considered, maximise a sense of adventure and accomplishment. 

 
Within the seminar context focused on government funding and different political perspectives on what ‘fair-funding’ should look 
like in the future for independent schools, Richard Gerver’s reminder that ‘great leadership is about serving the needs of the 
people who work for you and rely on you’ was well received.  
 
[*ISCA - Independent Schools Council of Australia, AHISA – Association of Heads of Independent Schools, Australia] 
 
Enrichment and Inspiration – ‘unselfish pursuit of excellence to exceed what would otherwise be possible, in terms of 
development, contribution, achievement and leadership, across the totality of the educational experience...’ 
This Newsletter highlights the richness of curriculum experience for students over the past few weeks and heralds what is 
ahead. There is much to celebrate and also significant events and occasions planned for parents and students to enjoy 
together, on campus. We ask parents to share in the celebrations of their own and other students’ growth and achievement. 
This special element of our School is most noticeable at Concerts and showcase evenings, where cohorts from all levels at Gib 
Gate and Frensham are moved to congratulate others on their efforts. At Frensham, the HSC Series of Drama, Music, Visual 
Arts and Design and Technology performances and exhibitions started last week with Drama – so warmly supported in a way 
that speaks loudly and clearly of parent and student appreciation of high quality effort. At Gib Gate, we see the same spirit 
when Kindergarten present to the whole school Assembly, and when ICAS presentations to outstanding achievers, or musical 
or sporting achievements by advanced students, are acknowledged by the School. Important is that every student sense their 
value within the School environment, marked by the contribution they make on a daily basis – including and well beyond 
‘special’ moments acknowledged publicly. 
 
AHISA Update: 
At the Heads of School meeting that followed the ISCA/AHISA Forum yesterday, the Academic Committee led discussions 
about our collective submission to NESA (NSW Education Standards Authority) for the current Australian Curriculum Review. 
We are fortunate to be part of an organisation that facilitates contribution to the future of schooling well beyond our own 
schools, and the debates that will continue over the next 12 months are to ensure that independent schools have a strong voice 
in the decision-making around such issues as: the purposes of the school curriculum, the measures of success of schooling, 
curriculum flexibility and answers to such significant questions as: Is there a canon of knowledge essential in any curriculum? 
Who decides the content of the ‘ideal curriculum? How will we know if our curriculum (nationally) is ‘best quality’? 
 
Acknowledgement to: 
 All who supported the Annual Foundation Dinner on Saturday 11 August; it was a fitting occasion on which to enjoy our 

new dining room space with friends of the School – and the generosity of auction donors and those making a contribution 
prior to or on the night was very encouraging for Foundation and for the School (see photos in this Report); 

 All teachers and presenters involved in last week’s residential, three-day Global Forum for Year 9 – full report under 
Jamieson Programme. In its 12th year, Global Forum remains one of the most significant elements of our Year 9 Curriculum 
and is described by students as ‘life-changing’ – for reasons parents will hear more about at the up-coming Year 9 Parent 
Weekend. Above all we were highly impressed by Year 9’s openness as learners and keenness to engage in local, national 
and international issues of importance. 

 Gib Gate and Frensham’s Equestrian teams, awarded Champion Primary and Champion Secondary School in the 2018 
NSW Interschools Equestrian Championships – and to Alexandra Inglis (Year 6), Overall Champion Primary Rider; 

 Georgia Shakeshaft (Year 9) placed 1st in the Junior Legacy Regional Public Speaking Competition, qualifying for the 
NSW Semi-finals in September; 

 Gib Gate Distinction recipients in the ICAS Writing Competition: Scarlett Shadbolt, Matilda Telford (Year 4 ), Sophie 
Goodisson (Year 5), Chloe Hanrahan (Year 6); 

 Recent Iris recipients: Chloe Hickson – Service to the School; Caroline Gotterson – Drama; 
 Finalist in the national What Matters? Writing Competition 2018 (3.600 entries) – Elvira Berzins (Year 11), invited to the 

Awards ceremony in early September, and also shortlisted (top 30) were Harper Northam, Hayley Hunter and Gina 
McGinnis (Year 11); 
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 Annabelle Studdy (Year 8), Annabelle Seaton-Cooper (Year 10) and Georgina Ridge (Year 11), who welcomed in Chinese 
a delegation of teachers and principals from Hangzhou Province, China on a professional visit to Frensham last 
Friday. Our welcome included an Assembly, classroom visits, lunch, a tour of the School and two hours of panel 
discussions and presentations by Frensham staff, assisted by recent past parents Peter and Ellen Chen (Susan 2017); 

 Cate Watson and Clementine Paradice (Year 10) who represented Frensham at the Vietnam Veterans’ Day Memorial 
Service; 

 Isobel McLean and Holly Webster (Year 11) who represented the youth of the Southern Highlands in commemoration of 
Victory in the Pacific Day (VP) Day; 

 Elizabeth Taylor (Year 6) for her successful equestrian competition at the Brisbane Royal Show, winning Champion Under-
17 Rider and Champion Child’s Pony and Champion Child’s Show Hunter Galloway (photo Equestrian Report); 

 Sebastian Atra (Year 3), Gold medallist at the recent Blue Cow Cup Skier Cross U10’s event held at Perisher; 
 Ella Pernice (Year 11) – one of 16 Australian high school students selected by UN Youth Australia for the Young Diplomats 

Tour 2019 travelling throughout eight European countries from December 31 - February 1.  
 South Coast Public Speaking Competition prize-winners Adele Bouniol-Laffont, India Shead, Ella Clark and Bella Cay 

(see Report in English section). 
 

Upcoming events – including Frensham Parent Information Sessions 2018 
Please call Colleen Relf (02 4860 2104) if you are able to attend, to join our hosting team of current parents. 
 Year 9 Parent Weekend, HSC Visual Arts/Design & Technology Exhibition [and Junior Production] – Sat/Sun 1-2 September 
 Head’s Tour (Frensham) – Saturday 1 September (1.00pm-3.00pm).  
 Frensham Father ~ Daughter Ball – Saturday 1 September 
 Singapore Tuesday 11 September [6.00pm-8.00pm]  
 Scone  Wednesday 12 September [6.00pm-8.00pm] 
 Hay  Wednesday 14 November [6.00pm-8.00pm] 

 
Knowing Catherine Hamlin – a message from Sally White OAM (Frensham cohort of 1957) and her husband Geoffrey 
White ~ read by Julie Gillick at the Opening of the new Dining Room. Sally and Geoffrey White were invited to join 
Chair of the Board  Elizabeth Stuart on stage for the unveiling of the plaque: ‘We have known Catherine Hamlin for a long 
time.  This began in 1982, when Geoffrey visited the Fistula Hospital in Addis Ababa and met her and her late husband Reg. 
Geoffrey was Australian High Commissioner in Kenya and also covered Ethiopia as Ambassador.  Catherine and Reg were of 
the belief that God had moved them to ease the pain and suffering of poor young Ethiopian women suffering from obstetric  
fistulas. In those days the hospital was quite small and Geoffrey encouraged Department of Foreign Affairs to support an aid 
program for the wonderful and dedicated work the Hamlins were doing. In 1984 Geoffrey also had the honour of presenting 
Catherine’s AM at a ceremony in the Operating Theatre of the hospital!  The Hamlins stayed with us in Nairobi when they came 
for rest and recuperation.’  

 
 
Julie A Gillick 
Head of Frensham 
Head of Frensham Schools  
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Frensham Advisory Committee 2018 Gib Gate  Advisory Committee 2018 

Mrs Caroline Begg 
Mr David Cullen 
Ms Ruby Curtis 
Mrs Penny Hanan 
Mrs Kiki Hill 
Mrs Erica Holcombe 
Mr John Hopkins 
Mr Simon Logan 
Mrs Angela Macken (Sec) 
Mrs miChelle McGufficke 
Mrs Nicola Robertson 
Ms Jo Thomson (Chair) 

r-cbegg@bigpond.net.au  
david@oakstand.com.au 
44ruby@gmail.com  
pennyhanan@mac.com  
kikihill64@gmail.com  
erica@dc-it.com.au 
hopkinspastoral@bigpond.com  
simez@bigpond.com  
themackenfamily@gmail.com  
milliefarming@activ8.net.au 
nicola@nicolarobertsonots.com.au  
j.thomson@tpg.com.au  

Mrs Sara Moylan (Sec) 
Ms Rowena Bendror 
 (FOGG) 
Mrs Chelsea Doyle 
Mr David Griffin (Chair) 
Mrs Kate Iori 
Mr Trent Johns 
Mrs Tanya Gregory 
Mrs Denise Telford 
Mrs Lucy Wilson 

saralmoylan@gmail.com  
sales@littlestepsonline.com.au  
 
chelseakdoyle@gmail.com  
david.griffin291@gmail.com  
kateiori@hotmail.com  
trent@theimperial.com.au  
tanyajgregory@gmail.com  
denise.telford@gmail.com  
luluwilson@live.com  

TERM DATES 2018 – Gib Gate and Frensham & PARENT WEEKENDS  

Term 3 
Gib Gate & Frensham 
Term ends Thursday 27 September, 3.00pm  
[Year 12 Dinner for Parents and Girls is that evening] 
 
Term 4 
Gib Gate: Monday 15 October-Friday 7 December, 
3.00pm  
Frensham: ends Sunday 9 December 12.00pm (after 
11.00am Carol Service) 
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 

Term 3:   
Year 9  Saturday 1 September-Sunday 2 September 
[Date aligned to HSC Visual Arts/Design Tech Exhibition and 

Father-Daughter Ball] 
 

Above for attendance of all students Years 7-12 

SPECIAL EVENTS – Term 3 

Saturday 1 September - Father~Daughter Ball 
Saturday 1 September - Head’s Tour of Frensham 

Ranier Uniform Shop ~ 2018  

All fittings for uniforms are by appointment, during shop hours: Mondays and Thursdays 12.00pm-5.00pm 
Shop Manager: Mrs Michelle Wynn. To order items, please call the Shop: (02) 4860 2136 [BH], email: frensham@ranier.com.au  

TERM DATES 2019 - Gib Gate and Frensham 

Term 1 
Gib Gate & Frensham 
Thursday 31 January-Thursday 11 April, 3.00pm  
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 
Term 2 
Gib Gate & Frensham 
Monday 29 April -Thursday 27 June, 3.00pm  
(Year 10  Work Experience ends Friday 28 June) 
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 
*Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend* 
Frensham  Travel Day added from 2019 (to align with our 
current scheduling at the ends of Terms 1, 2 and 3 (and at 
Easter when it falls in term time – to assist with travel home) 
Departure: Thursday 6 June, 3.00pm – all students 
Gib Gate (no change to current schedule)  
Long Weekend Departure: Friday 7 June, 3.00pm 

Term 3 
Gib Gate & Frensham 
Tuesday 23 July-Thursday 26 September, 3.00pm  
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 
 
Term 4 
Gib Gate: Monday 14 October-Friday 6 December, 
3.00pm 
Frensham: Monday 14 October-Sunday 8 December 
12.00pm (after 11.00am Carol Service) 
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 
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2019 PARENT WEEKENDS – Confirmed dates for attendance of all students Years 7-12 

Term 1:     
Year 7      Saturday 2 March-Sunday 3 March 
                 Frensham Open Day – Saturday 2 March 
 
Year 10    Saturday 16 March-Sunday 17 March 
 
Term 2:     
Year 8      Saturday 18 May-Sunday 19 May 
 
Year 12    Saturday 1 June-Sunday 2 June 
                 WWS Birthday – Friday 31 May 
                 Frensham’s 106th Birthday – Sunday 2 June 

Term 3:     
Year 11    Saturday 10 August-Sunday 11 August 

                  [Year 10 Saturday 10 August – Year 10 planning 
for Senior Studies (with parents on Saturday)] 

 
Year 9     Saturday 31 August-Sunday 1 September 

 
AND – special Term 1 event: 
Back-to-Frensham Weekend  

Fellowship Centenary 
Saturday 6-Sunday 7 April 

 
Reminder – all of Years 7-12 

attend Open Day 
and attend all Parent Weekend Services 

 
 

 
 

 

Fellowship Membership 
Each year, all members of Fellowship receive a copy of the Chronicle.  However, this year we have had many Chronicles 
returned due to a change of address. Often we don’t have a contact email or mobile number to correct mailing information.  If 
you move, or you know of a family member who has moved, please keep us in the loop and let us know of your new details. 
 
Memorabilia 
Fellowship now has Keep Cups which are both beautiful, 
sturdy and environmentally compliant. They will be for 
sale at the Games Field Pavilion on Saturdays for $20 and 
$25. They are easily recognisable with the purple band 
and lid, and of course, the iconic Frensham Iris. 
  
Lots of other fun, practical and gift-worthy Fellowship 
Memorabilia is available at Sturt Shop. 
 
Reunions ahead: 
30 Year Reunion – 1 & 2 September 
60 Year Reunion – 2 September 
20 Year Reunion – 22 & 23 September 

 

For a full list of events and Reunions, please visit: www.frensham.nsw.edu.au/community/fellowship 
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A fabulous night was had by all at Foundation’s Annual Dinner where 261 guests fitted comfortably into the new Dining Room. 
The fundraising started at Drinks with the Champagne Raffle. Once guests were seated, the Madrigals delivered impressive 
performances of Grace, Non Nobis (William Byrd), followed by Even When He is Silent by Kim Andre Arnesen and I Want you 
Back (Jackson 5).              
 
The Silent Auction ran throughout the night and, after enthusiastic bidding from those in the room and also online, it closed at 
10.30pm having raised $34,000. Scott Kennedy-Green, assisted by our MC Tim Gilbert, conducted a very entertaining and 
successful live auction of five significant items adding another $40,000 to the total raised  on the night.  
 
A number of guests, and some who weren’t able to be at the Dinner also made cash donations. When contributions from all 
sources were added up, the total for the night was $145,000 – an impressive result that exceeded expectations. 
 
Thank you to all who came, to those who donated cash and items, and to those who bought items on the night.  We look 
forward to seeing you again next year! 
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An event that everyone at Gib Gate looks forward to is 
the annual Book Week celebration – a poignant 
occasion for Year 6 students as they celebrate this 
much-loved event for the final time, and a greatly 
anticipated event for Preschool as they join in the 
excitement of dressing up and celebrating the joy of 
reading with the rest of the school for the first time. 
Last week’s Book Week celebrations, including 
workshops with visiting author Juliette MacIver and 
illustrator Sarah Davis, the Gib Gate Book Fair and 
the amazing FOGG ‘Mad Hatter’s Tea Party’ were 
thoroughly enjoyed by students, staff and parents. On 
behalf of the School I would like to say thank you to 
Chelsea Doyle, Rowena Bendror (Chair of FOGG) 
and the 2018 FOGG Class Representatives and 
parent helpers for making the day so special for 
everyone.  

Book Week celebrations are followed by National Science Week 
Celebrations at Gib Gate. At the Gib Gate Science Fair on Friday 24 
August, Year 5 students will share their long-term Science 
investigations, currently being finalised for the University of Wollongong 
Science Fair and the Young Scientist Awards. Additionally, the Gib 
Gate RoboCup Team is taking part in the Junior RoboCup Competition 
in Canberra. Gib Gate students also gained outstanding results for 

Years 2-6 in the 2018 ICAS Science Competition with 9 Distinctions, 26 Credits and 10 Merits. These events confirm how 
positively Gib Gate students regard Science and how well their learning experiences are supported to allow them to excel in this 
important area.                 
Pictured above: RoboCup competitors Harry Lawson, Ryan Berman and Anthony Neilson (Full Report next Newsletter)

Ms Sally Robson, Head of Gib Gate 

Curriculum Highlights 2018 
ICAS Competitions 2018 
All competitions for ICAS 2018 have now been completed with students in Years 2 to 6 taking the Mathematics paper last 
Tuesday 14 August. Results for this paper and the English paper will be released in the coming weeks. Results of individual 
achievement in the ICAS Writing Competition for students in Years 3 to 6, completed in Term 2, showcase the talents of our 
young writers. In this 40-minute ‘test’ of writing skills, students were required to write an imaginative text in response to a variety 
of visual prompts. They had to choose one picture of a ‘character’, one of ‘an object’ and one of a ‘setting’ and then write an 
engaging story combining the three elements chosen – a complex thinking task given the time limit for thinking, planning, writing 
and editing. 

Certificates will be awarded at Performance Assembly in the coming weeks and parents will be notified via the Weekly Bulletin. 
In total, Gib Gate students achieved 4 Distinction, 17 Credit, 6 Merit and 38 Participation Certificates. Results are as follows: 
Year 3: Credit: Ryan Berman, Amelia Blackshaw, Annika Basson, Iman Byrne, Eloise O’Shanassy. Merit: Olivia Cowley, Adele 
Trudeau. 
Year 4: *Distinction: Scarlett Shadbolt, Matilda Telford. Credit: Chloe Dent, Chloe Hannah, Mollie Fitzpatrick, Amelia Hazlett, 

Ruby Iredale, Olivia Quilty, Jade Neilson, Hamish Murray. 
Year 5: *Distinction: Sophie Goodisson. Merit: Sophie Alexander, Elizabeth Shadbolt. 
Year 6: *Distinction: Chloe Hanrahan. Credit: Luca de Manincor, Cate Horsfall, Imogen O’Riordan, Elizabeth Taylor. Merit: 

Charlie Johns, Amy Wimalaratne 
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*A Distinction Award places this group of students in the top 10% of the Australian cohort.

Ms Kate Chauncy, Director of Teaching and Learning, P-12 and Coordinator of Gifted and Talented Programmes 

Enrichment/Activities 
Students in Years 3-6 are currently preparing for the 2018 musical production. They have commenced learning their 
lines and songs for Madagascar Jnr which will be presented next term. Year 6 students are excited about their lead 
roles and other classes are enjoying their character parts. The inclusive nature of these authentic performance 
opportunities for students is purposeful as well as developing students’ potential.  

AMEB Examinations 
A large number of students recently sat the AMEB examination in piano, flute, violin, viola, clarinet and saxophone. We 
congratulate these students for their efforts in preparing for these examinations. 

Mrs Anne Graham, Gib Gate Coordinator (Administration) 

Sport 
Interschools Skiing 
Following outstanding success at the Regional Interschools Snowsports competition, we wish well the following students 
as they compete in the Interschools Snowsports State Championships being held at Thredbo this week:  Georgia Greig, 
Luca de Manincor, Matteo Perrotta, Rocco Perrotta and Salvatore Perrotta (Year 6); Tempe Arnott, Isabella Atra, 
Isabella Barber, Madeleine Bendror, Thomas Campbell, Isabella Carpenter, Elizabeth Shadbolt (Year 5); Scarlett 
Shadbolt, Matilda Telford (Year 4); Sebastian Atra, Annika Basson, Zali de Manincor (Year 3); and Sophia Atra (Year 1). 

Congratulations to Sebastian Atra (Year 3) who won Gold at the recent Blue Cow Cup event held at Perisher. 

Athletics 
We congratulate all the Gib Gate athletes who competed at the SHIPS Athletics Carnival at Tudor House last Friday. 
There were many fine performances across both Track and Field events. We wish those athletes and all the other 
members of the team success at the IPSHA Athletics carnival being held at Sydney Olympic Park Athletics Centre, 
Homebush on Wednesday 29 August. 

Left: Piper Berkelouw (Year 4) competed at the SHIPS Athletics Carnival; centre: Joseph O'Shannessy (Year 6) 
in the Senior Boys Shot Put at the SHIPS Athletics Carnival; right: Elizabeth Taylor (Year 6) competed at the 
recent Brisbane Royal Show.

Equestrian 
Congratulations to the Gib Gate Equestrian team of Alexandra Inglis, Georgia Greig, Lilly Treweeke, Elizabeth Taylor 
(Year 6) and Sophie Baldwin (Year 5), named Champion Primary School after t he recent NSW Interschools Equestrian 
Championships. A special commendation to Alexandra Inglis who was named the Champion Primary School Rider.  

Mr Michael Standen, Coordinator of PE and Sport 
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Preschool (Pre-Kindergarten) 
Preschool recently enjoyed an excursion to Sturt and were fortunate to meet Ms Tracey Mitchell who took the students, staff 
and helpers on a guided tour through the Gallery.  Tracey is an artist herself and showed the group her ceramic work.  The 
students were impressed that she placed leaves on some of her work to make imprints. They were mindful that many items in 
the gallery were fragile so only looked with their eyes. 

Tracey told students that her intention was to use braille as a way to 
communicate a story in one of the bowls she had made.  She explained 
that people use braille to read in the way that other people use their eyes to 
read. The preschool students liked that Tracey was using another way to 
communicate. The students had experimented with various ways to 
communicate their own thinking using Aboriginal symbols and story stones 
and therefore understood that there are many ways to communicate. 
Camille Muir’s attention was caught by the light on the table around some 
glasswork. She suggested that her teacher take a photo of the glass bird so 
that it could be looked at later at Preschool. Tracey explained that glass can 
be melted down and made pliable – a bit like lava – and as glass and lava 
cool, they become hard and set.  

Left: Rose Dent and April Sneddon at Sturt Gallery 

The students also looked at artwork by the Desert Dreamers, including 
basketwork, painting on vases and painting on canvases. This group of 
Aboriginal artists held an exhibition at Sturt last year. Students immediately 
recognised some Aboriginal symbols that had been used in Preschool 
artworks last term and wondered what story the artists were telling 
us through their art. 

Mrs Tinna Loker, Preschool Coordinator  
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Sturt Summer School 3-7 January 2019 
Sturt Summer School offers 23 week-long courses for adults across all mediums and 
abilities. With accommodation and meal packages, daily talks and special functions 
(including an end of week party), Sturt Summer School has become the most successful 
event of its type in Australia. So come to the Southern Highlands this summer and get 
creative. Daily courses for children are also available. Course information and online 
registration is now available at www.sturt.nsw.edu.au/education/summer-school 
  
Our current exhibition… 
Country – Ancient Lands - 5 August to 16 September 
A new exhibition of ceramics by Avi Amesbury reflects dramatic landscape and 
connection to country. Growing up on the edge of the desert in Western Australia, Avi 
Amesbury's childhood was filled with experiences of the landscape – intense heat and 
aridity, immense summer thunder and lightning storms, a horizon that went on forever, the 
endless stars. Over the years Amesbury has lived in many different places and each 
landscape has offered her an insight into the world in which she lives, and for which she 
feels deeply. The new work in this exhibition draws inspiration from the Australian 
landscape and the Artist-in-Residence undertaken at the Benyamini Contemporary 
Ceramics Centre in Tel Aviv, Israel in 2017. Amesbury forages materials – mostly clays 
dug from a variety of locations, but also volcanic rock ash, seaweed and sea sponges – 
and uses these materials as an expressive language to talk about ancient lands and 
connection to country. 
 
Avi will also teach a workshop on Working with porcelain at Sturt’s next Short Courses Weekend on 23 & 24 September. 
The workshop will focus on the use of porcelain and a combination of ceramic techniques. 
 
Our next exhibition… A visual feast – two artists and a chef - 23 September to 12 November 
Paintings by Juliet Holmes à Court and sculptural vessels by Ruth Levine, responding to recipes by chef, James Viles (Biota). 
 

 
 
See www.sturt.nsw.edu.au  for full details of all Sturt courses, exhibitions, residency programmes and events. 
 
Mr Mark Viner, Head of Sturt  
 

F R I E N D S  O F  S T U R T   
Denise Sumner (President), Penny Hoskins (Secretary), Ruth Wright (Roster Secretary), Joan 
Dinning, Bill Dinning, Anne Thomson, Julie Musgrave, Michael Harris, Libby Hobbs, Jill Dyson 
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Deputy Head 
As we approach the middle of Term 3 it is worth reminding parents of some the processes we have in place that require both 
parental and school support. 
 
Supporting girls to use all forms of IT appropriately continues to be a focus for the House and teaching staff. Not only are 
devices used to support learning, they are also used for communication and recreation. Striking the right balance for each age 
group is a challenge for all schools but particularly for boarding schools. 
 
The monitoring of backpack weights continues to be an on-going focus in the Houses for junior girls. It is important that the 
weights of the day boarder packs are also monitored by parents to ensure the packs are of an appropriate weight before 
dropping the girls at their House in the morning. 
 
A reminder that drop-off and pick-up up of all students should occur at the girls’ houses and in sufficient time for the girls to get 
to Prayers before 8.25am. This ensures girls go to Prayers as part of a group and that any information the Houses have can be 
passed on beforehand. 
 
Preparations have begun for Term 4 sport. Girls will choose either Touch or Water Polo as part of the IGSSA competition. They 
can also elect to play Tennis in preparation for Term 1, and be part of the Swimming squad programme. 
 
Caving – Year 9 
I was very pleased to join Year 9 to witness their efforts, as we worked our way through the underground caves of Bungonia 
Gorge, with the expert leadership of The Outdoor Education Group. The Year 9 Caving Programme offers excellent 
opportunities for experiential learning. Caving is a fantastic activity for developing communication skills and teamwork and, with 
the added fear factor from total disorientation in complete darkness, is the perfect way to test even the most confident of 
students (and teachers). 
 
Mr Geoff Marsh 
 
Boarding News 
 

 
Weekend Adventures 
The girls have participated in activities on and off campus in recent weeks, enjoying the diversity of the Weekend Programme. 

 A Sunday afternoon walk from Bondi Beach to Coogee Beach enabled the girls to take in the sunshine, explore the 
rock pools and eat lunch in a cave, whilst overlooking the beach. Some of the Year 11 girls have been trained in the 
art of Coffee Making, and are now ‘qualified’ baristas, ready to manage the Pavilion on Saturday mornings. 

 Girls in Years 7-9 enjoyed a day out at Luna Park.  
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Parent reminder: Weekend Exeats for Full Boarders are due for submission by Friday lunchtime. Please email the Exeat Form 
to boarding@frensham.nsw.edu.au. A copy of the form is available in the Parent Forms section on Schoolbox. Your assistance 
with this is greatly appreciated. For Weekly Boarders not going home on a weekend, the details of where your daughter is 
travelling to must be noted: also by email: boarding@frensham.nsw.edu.au 
 
Mrs Tanya Vaughan, Director of Boarding and Ms Amanda Graham, Deputy Head of Boarding 
 
Director of Teaching and Learning 
At the first Term 3 meeting of Pen & Ink held last Thursday evening, Year 12 students Katchmirr Russell (Head of Pen & Ink) 
and Isabella Letherbarrow-Verran (Vice Head of Pen & Ink) provided members with a very disciplined writing challenge as 
follows: Here are the rules: You've got three sentences to write ‘the story’ of something that is important to you. What can you 
come up with? Students were also invited to write a 10-line poem about Spring in the Southern Highlands if they preferred.  
 
For your reading pleasure…a poem entitled ‘Spring in the Southern Highlands’ from the pen of India Shead (Year 11). 
 
Ducklings chatter concealed by their mothers, 
the spring lilies yearn for the sun, 
foxes run through brown-bleached grasses 
teaching their children to hunt.  
The smell of dew and fresh pollination 
sprinkle the air with sneezes, 
leaves fly violently in the harsh winds. 
 

Withered trees,  
desolate dirt paddocks,  
no green grass to be seen. 
This is our new spring, 
for rain is obsolete.  
 

Pen & Inkers love the 30 minutes in each meeting that is allocated to ‘sharing’. This is a time when they volunteer to read aloud 
their compositions, to their friends, accepting suggestions for improvement, ideas for development, and enthusiastic 
appreciation for their work. Last week members enjoyed listening to speeches composed in preparation for individual 
presentations at the South Coast Public Speaking Competition held on Tuesday evening in Wollongong.  
 
At the end of the year, all three-sentence stories, creative writing, poetry, speeches, analytical essays and persuasive texts will 
be polished to the highest level for publication in the Pen & Ink Collection. A highlight of this year’s Collection will be the variety 
of texts submitted to many competitions throughout 2018 – including awarded entries in such prestigious national competitions 
as the ‘What Matters?’ Writing Competition, The Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Awards and ICAS Writing Competition. Also 
published are speeches composed by students representing the School at significant events and local and regional 
competitions and synopses or extracts from the extensive writing of our Year 12 students who complete long-term writing 
projects in English Extension 2 and History Extension. Together with compositions undertaken as coursework from the pens of 
students in Years 7-12, the publication represents the creativity, imagination and talent of all Frensham girls.  Members are 
deciding which of the nominated local, national or global charities suggested last Thursday will be selected for the donation of 
all profits from the sale of the 2018 edition.  
 
Our next meeting will take place on the evening of Thursday 30 August. Pen & Inkers are looking forward to their last evening 
with Katchmirr and Isabella who have planned some inspiring activities to mark their creative leadership in 2018. 
 
Ms Kate Chauncy, Director of Teaching and Learning P-12; Coordinator of Gifted and Talented Programmes P-12 
 
Director of Studies 
Heads of Faculty are speaking to Year 10 students about the courses being offered for Year 11, following on from initial 
information given at the Year 10 Planning for Senior Studies afternoon on Saturday 11 August. Over the coming weeks, all 
students will be offered interviews as an initial step in the subject selection process. Additionally, interviews with parents can be 
arranged on request. Students will then be asked to list in order of preference, their subject choices prior to subject lines being 
set. Finally, they will choose their subjects based on the lines, and parents will be asked to sign off on their selected courses. It 
is important students choose courses they enjoy. Clear messages from NESA (NSW Education Standards Authority) and UAC 
(University Admissions Centre) affirm that the most successful students have chosen subjects about which they are passionate.  
 
Year 12 Trial marks will be emailed in the coming week. The Trials reflect students’ ability to apply their knowledge and 
understanding under examination conditions. In most instances the Trial marks reflect approximately 30-40% of the school 
internal course assessment marks. These final course marks are forwarded to NESA towards the end of Term 3. Year 12 have 
an excellent opportunity to reflect on their results in terms of study techniques, refining answers in response to teacher 
feedback, consolidating and reviewing areas identified for improvement and setting achievable targets with regards to study. 
There is time to make significant gains with regards to improvement or fine tuning of skills.  
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Further information for parents is available from the NESA website (link below) which provides information and advice for 
choosing senior secondary pathways.  
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/subject-selection 
 
Ms Janene van Gogh, Director of Studies – in Residence 
 
English and Drama 
Drama  
As part of the final preparations for the practical component of the HSC Drama course, Year 12 Drama students attended an 
afternoon workshop with Zeal Theatre Company on Saturday 12 August.  This highly innovative company worked with the girls 
to develop and refine their HSC Group Performance pieces. Although challenged at times, all girls found the workshop 
beneficial as they were able to drill down and explore the dramatic elements in order to lift their performances in preparation for 
the Trial HSC Drama Practical examination, which took place on Thursday 16 August . 
 
Held on Friday 17 August, the HSC Drama Showcase evening was an opportunity for Year 12 Drama students to share their 
work with the school community, family and friends. Year 11 students, Adelaide Darvall and Holly Webster, hosted the evening 
which showcased Group Performances and Individual Projects in Performance and Design.  
 
The HSC Drama course is examined in two stages. The External Practical Examination of the Group Performances and 
Individual Projects in Performance, will be marked on Wednesday 5 September by visiting NESA markers, while the Written 
Paper will be completed in November during the HSC Examination Period.  
 
Students in Years 8 and 9 are currently in the midst of final preparations for the upcoming Junior Production, A Tribute to Dr 
Seuss, to be performed in Clubbe Hall on Saturday 1 September at 3.30pm. All are welcome to join us for a whimsical 
afternoon as Dr Seuss’ familiar stories come to life on the stage. We hope to see you there. 
 
Mrs Sally Hannah, Head of Drama 
 
English 
“I can only control my own performance. If I do my best, then I can feel good at the end of the day.” Michael Phelps (Olympic 
Swimming Champion) 
 
The benefits of competitive performance, be it writing or speaking, are the development of grit and confidence, and the 
satisfaction of having met a challenge. Frensham students have the opportunity to participate in a number of writing and 
speaking competitions throughout the year. This past two weeks has seen some exciting developments for our School 
representatives.  
 
What Matters? Writing Competition 
Elvira Berzins (Year 11) is a finalist in the Year 11/12 category in this year’s What Matters? Writing Competition, and also 
shortlisted (top 30) were Harper Northam, Hayley Hunter and Gina McGinnis (Year 11). The Awards Ceremony, at 
which the results will be announced, will be held on Tuesday 4 September in the historic Female Orphan School (1813) at 
Western Sydney University’s Parramatta Campus. On this day, prior to the announcement of the competition winner, finalists 
will participate in a civic workshop, followed by a writing workshop conducted by award-winning author, Bernard Cohen. 
Competition Patron, Lisa Wilkinson AM, will deliver her What Matters? address. 
 
The What Matters? competition is inspired by Gough Whitlam's commitment to involving young people in the shaping of 
Australia's future, and is currently open to school students in years 5 to 12 from NSW, ACT and Tasmania. Responding to the 
simple question, 'What matters?', entrants are free to express their views on any matter they care about. The competition 
receives thousands of entries covering a wide range of subjects, putting paid to the idea that young Australians are disengaged 
and disaffected. Year after year judges are reminded how passionate, observant and articulate young people are, and how 
deeply driven they are by a sense of social justice as they offer us a window into not just what concerns them, but what inspires 
them. Competition entrants submit an original written work between 400-600 words in prose or poetry, of either fiction or non-
fiction.  
 
Speaking competitions are a learning highlight for some students who use the occasion to give voice to their original ideas and 
strengthen their confidence in performance. For each speaking competition, the process of selecting representatives involves 
an invitation to all students within the relevant age group to apply in writing to Ms Olivia Scotting, Coordinator of Public 
Speaking at Frensham. All applicants are then encouraged to audition by delivering an original speech of their own 
composition. Ms Scotting was very impressed by the enthusiasm of those who auditioned for entry into speaking competitions 
held over the past two weeks.  
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Legacy Junior Public Speaking Award (LJPSA) 
On Tuesday 14 August, Eleanor Swan and Georgia Shakeshaft (Year 9) 
(pictured right) attended the regional Legacy Junior Public Speaking 
Award at Bulli High School. Both students spoke passionately about their 
chosen subjects, Eleanor on ‘Problems with Procrastination’ and Georgia 
on ‘The Power of Words’. In response to the impromptu topic ‘Time for 
change’, Eleanor spoke about how we should fear change in order to 
expect change happening, while Georgia spoke about the pressure on an 
adolescent to change and how important it is to be individuals. For the 
second year in succession, Georgia won the competition and will proceed 
to the State Semi-Final. 
 
The LJPSA is a national competition conducted through Australian 
secondary schools and colleges for students aged 12 to 14 years. Its goal 
is to enhance the oral communication and public speaking skills of 12 to 
14-year-old students and to help young people appreciate the ideals of 
Legacy: voluntary service, caring and comradeship and the need for 
remembrance. Approximately 1500 students participate in this event 
across Australia. Students deliver a prepared speech of five-minutes 
duration on a topic of the competitor's choice, within the subject criteria. 
They then deliver an impromptu speech of two-minutes duration on a topic 
chosen by the organisers, for which there is five minutes preparation time. 
 
South Coast Public Speaking Competition 
On Tuesday 21 August the following girls participated in the South Coast Public Speaking Competition at Holy Spirit College, 
Bellambi: Summer Oxley; Bella Cay (Year 7); Sophia Brooks; Isabella Archbold (Year 8); Caitlin Quinn, Ella Clark (Year 9); 
Grace McKinley; Brodie van Egmond (Year 10); India Shead, Adele Bouniol-Laffont (Year 11). 
 
All ten girls spoke clearly and with passion with excellent results as follows: Adele Bouniol-Laffont placed first (Year 11), India 
Shead placed second (Year 11), Ella Clark placed second (Year 9) and Bella Cay was awarded third place in Year 7. 
 
We commend all students for their efforts in the writing and speaking competitions, and wish those students who are 
progressing to the next stages of their respective competitions every success.  
 
Ms Jennie Mickle, Director of English 
 
French 
Last Saturday, the HSC French Oral examinations took place at Smith’s Hill High School in Wollongong for Frensham 
students, and all other French Continuers candidates from the Southern Highlands area.  
 
Two HSC Examiners came from Sydney to interview each student for ten minutes, sending their dialogue by computer-
link directly to NESA to be marked by a team of assessors. The conversation consisted of a free and wide-ranging 
enquiry about the candidate’s personal world, her family, school, interests, past and her  future plans.    
 
The students reported that the first few questions were reasonably straightforward – in keeping with their expectations – 
with some trickier ones towards the end of the interview. On the whole, they found that the entire experience was quite 
enriching. This section represents 20% of their HSC mark and the girls are to be commended for the thoroughness of 
their preparation. 
 
Meanwhile, in Years 7-11 French, the girls are preparing for challenges of different kinds: Years 7, 8 and 11 are revising 
diligently for their school examinations, while Years 9 and 10 have Writing Assessments due soon and are practising 
their written communications in a variety of genres.   
 
Alors, félicitations de tous vos efforts, les élèves, et continuez ce bon travail!  
 
Mesdemoiselles Victoria Akins and Chelsea Wallis, Teachers of French 
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Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE) 
Last week, Frensham students participated in two commemoration services in conjunction with the Mittagong RSL Sub-Branch. 
On Wednesday 15 August, Isobel McLean and Holly Webster, Year 11 Modern History students, were invited to represent the 
youth of the Southern Highlands in commemoration of Victory in the Pacific Day (VP) Day. The girls delivered a presentation 
and laid a wreath and many of those present commented on the touching nature of their contribution. On Saturday 18 August, 
Clementine Paradice and Cate Watson (Year 10) represented Frensham at a service commemorating Vietnam Veterans’ Day 
in Bowral. With Mrs Buick, they laid a wreath on behalf of Frensham. 
 
In both instances, the veterans expressed their gratitude for the students’ participation and recognition of those who served on 
behalf of their country. Only four veterans of the Second World War remain in the Mittagong RSL, two of whom are hospitalised 
and unable to attend services. There are many more Vietnam veterans.  
 
Frensham’s participation in these events is an important service, the significance of which was summed up by the President of 
the RSL who commented that it is important for the veterans to see first-hand that their service will not be forgotten. 
 
Below are excerpts from the speech delivered by Isobel and Holly on VP Day.  
 
“Victory in the Pacific Day commemorates Japan’s acceptance of the Allies’ demand for surrender on August 15, 1945. For 
Australians, this meant that the Second World War was finally over. This triumphant victory did not come easily to the Allied 
forces. It was heavily influenced by the events in the days leading up to the surrender. 
 
“On the 6th and 9th of the same month, the United States of America dropped atomic bombs on the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This was horrifically devastating for the nation of Japan, with over 200,000 casualties. While this 
event is, and will remain, one of the most tragic events in Japan’s history, the United States provided the justification that if they 
needed to invade Japan to force a surrender, the casualties would have exceeded 300,000. 
 
“The atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki essentially forced the Head of the Japanese army, General Hideki Tojo, to 
surrender under the terms of the carefully devised Potsdam Declaration. This declaration was created by US President Harry 
Truman, UK Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and Chairman of the Nationalist Government of China Chiang Kai-shek. The 
document detailed that if Japan refused to surrender, it would face utter destruction. As a result, on the 10th of August, Japan 
announced its surrender. 
 
“As word spread of the surrender and the end of the devastating Second World War, the nations of the Allied Forces rejoiced. 
Celebrations were held in the USA, France, the United Kingdom, Australia, and every nation that achieved Victory in the Pacific. 
On the 2nd of September, Japan officially signed the instrument of surrender, and WWII was finally over. Today marks 73 years 
since Victory in the Pacific, and we join together to commemorate the glorious achievements and the valiant sacrifices made by 
the people of our nation… 
 
“… it is particularly important for the youth of today to acknowledge and commemorate VP day and its impact on our own lives. 
Many of our ancestors courageously fought in the Second World War to sustain peace for us and the generations to follow, 
many sacrificing their lives. We will be those to pass on these traditions to future generations and continue the spirit of bravery 
and comradeship for years to come. The remembrance of our nation’s past now depends on us..." 
 
Studies Highlights 
Year 11 will soon commence their examinations. HSIE teachers will be distributing notifications indicating topics to be 
examined. This is an opportunity for Year 11 to practise their examination techniques as it is the first time they will sit an 
examination for all subjects concurrently. If required and for help on the best way to study for HSIE subjects students should 
ask their teachers for clarification if. Also, Year 10 will soon have a presentation of HSIE subjects available in Year 11. I invite 
parents to contact me regarding the content studied in HSIE subjects, should that be required. 
 
Dr Stephen Clarke, Head of HSIE 
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Jamieson Programme 
 

 
From left: Year 9 engaging with students from Chatswood and Beverley Hills ESL centres; guest presenter, Annabelle 
Chauncy OAM; girls with their Green Art creation. 
 
Year 9: In Week 3, students attended the much-anticipated annual Frensham Global Forum.  The 2018 residential programme 
at Yerrinbool was designed around the theme, ‘Making a Difference – Understanding my Place in the World’. Students were 
involved in a series of inspiring presentations and workshops aimed at increasing awareness of global issues relating to  
various charitable endeavours, nutrition, health and wellbeing, environmental sustainability, resilience and Life in Laos.  Integral 
to the success of the programme were the presenters who showed how each individual can make a difference by taking just 
one step… and then another. 
  
The School would like to acknowledge and thank the following presenters: Ms Bianca Tini Brunozzi who spoke about her 
inspiring career post-Frensham and evolving career in Migration; Ms Monica Moore who presented on Health and Wellbeing 
followed by a relaxing Yoga session; Mr Stuart Ling who spoke about life in Laos from the perspective of a 16-year-old girl; 
Chatswood and Beverly Hills Intensive English Centres’ (IEC) newly arrived migrants and refugees who shared their life 
experiences and love of music with our students; Ms Annabelle Chauncy who spoke about access to education in Uganda 
through her charity, ‘School For Life’, with guest student presenters, Sophie Arnott and Charlotte Dulhunty, who recently visited 
the School in Uganda; Dr Peter Anderson (UOW) who challenged the students to make a difference by coming up with 
solutions to achieve environmental sustainability; and Ms Abbey McCulloch, Captain of the NSW Netball Team, The Swifts, on 
setbacks and resilience. 
 
Following on the success of previous years, another component of the Forum was the ‘Green Art Project’ designed by Ms Sara 
Farmer, which involved girls designing and building artworks in the Lower Holt. After being shown works by environmental 
artist, Andy Goldsworthy, the students were clearly inspired, creating stunning works of art that can still be seen around the 
Lower Holt.  
 
Finally, I would like to congratulate Year 9 students for embracing the theme of the 2018 Global Forum and on their behalf, 
thank the staff who participated and attended – Mr Paul Nash, Ms Wendy Rowan, Mr Geoff Marsh, Ms Emily Sinden, Ms Sara 
Farmer and Ms Sally Fennell.  
 
Mrs Merrilee Harris, Head of Jamieson Programme  
 
Mathematics 
“Mathematics forms an important part of a well-rounded education. Although not compulsory in Years 11 and 12, the study of 
mathematics builds logical, problem-solving capacity and analytical thinking skills, applicable in many varied situations and 
careers.” This is the opening paragraph of an ariticle from a recent publication of the Mathematical Association of NSW 
(MANSW), a not-for-profit professional body for mathematics educators of students of all ages. MANSW has compiled helpful 
information to assist students in choosing an appropriate level HSC mathematics course for Years 11 and 12. The article is 
essential reading for parents of students in Year 10 this year, with expert advice on the new Mathematics courses in place for 
next year.  
 
“MANSW believes that all students can improve their understanding of mathematics through engagement in an appropriate 
level of course at Stage 6, commensurate with their current capabilities.” https://www.mansw.nsw.edu.au/documents/item/320. 
 
Last week Maths Club members were very fortunate to meet Rebecca McCreath (2013) and hear her talk about STEM 
education. Rebecca is in her final year of a Bachelor of Software Engineering and Bachelor of Creative Intelligence and 
Innovation, which means she is experienced in Virtual Reality, Robots and Blockchain.  
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After Rebecca’s presentation girls were split into three teams for the ‘Escape Room’ challenge. Some of the problem-solving 
tasks involved reading something with a mirror, finding hidden Lego pieces, figuring out the odd word in a sequence, solving a 
Sudoku and figuring out which wire to cut on a bomb! Girls had a great time working with each other and were very inspired by 
Rebecca. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From left: Girls with Rebecca McCreath (foreground) at Maths Club; Holly Horsfall, Lola Fordham and Sienna 
McGregor working hard to neutralise a ‘bomb’. 
 
Ms Joanne Allison, Head of Mathematics  
 
Music 
At the recent Year11 Parent Weekend concert, the Kennedy Strings, conducted by Miss Sinden, opened the Concert with an 
arrangement of a traditional Irish tune, McPherson’s Lament, followed by flautist, Lucy Hayes, performing Chanson by Pierre 
Camus. Holly Webster then sang Christine McVie's Songbird,  Sarah Jancewicz played a solo piano study by Mendelssohn, the 
Year 11 Music 1 class presented their own arrangement of an ABBA favourite, SOS; and the final item featured all of Year 11 
performing a lively version of Bring It All Back! 
 
The Year 9 Parent Weekend approaches and selected students have been preparing to play pivotal roles in the Service and 
Concert on the Sunday. The Concert Band and Senior Choir will both be presenting items and the Year 9 Music class is 
currently recording an innovative multi-media item for the concert. That same weekend, the Jazz Band and selected senior 
vocalists will be providing entertainment at the Father ~ Daughter Ball. The repertoire has been carefully selected to ensure 
fathers can sing along! 
 
The public performance for HSC Music students will be held in Clubbe Hall this Friday 24 August at 7.15pm. Family and friends 
of the performers are very welcome to attend. 
 
Mr Michael Spencer, Head of Music 
 
Science 
August 11-19 is National Science Week and this years’ theme is ‘Game Changers and Change Makers’.  The theme took 
inspiration from three major celebrations in 2018, those being:  

 200th  anniversary of the publication of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein (genetic engineering, biotechnologies, prosthetics, 
bionics, genetic modification, brain enhancement and ethics); 

 40th anniversary of the birth of the first IVF baby (genetic engineering, biotechnology, nanotechnology); 
 International Year of the Reef (coral reefs and the scientists who study them). 

 
Years 7 and 8 have been celebrating National Science week by contributing to a Citizen Science Project to help the Great 
Barrier Reef. Citizen Science is defined as ‘the collection and analysis of data relating to the natural world by members of the 
general public, typically as part of a collaborative project with professional scientists’.   
 
Virtual Reef Diver aims to tap into the power of citizen science to dramatically increase the amount of monitoring data from 
within the Great Barrier Reef, and then translate this crowd-sourced data into valuable information that managers can use to 
make better decisions.   
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Students have been contributing by observing 
photographs of the reef and classifying what they 
see as hard coral, soft coral, sand, algae or other. By 
participating in classification, students are helping 
the research team translate data from the 
observations into quantitative data that can be used 
in scientific models. 
 
In Science, a model is a representation of an idea; a physical, conceptual or mathematical representation that is used to 
describe and explain phenomena that are too complex to be observed directly. Scientific models are used to explain and predict 
the behaviour of real objects or systems. The Virtual Reef Diver Project enables scientists to estimate the coral cover on the 
Great Barrier Reef and combine it with other known factors that affect coral cover such as cyclones, coral bleaching, and 
position on the reef. This is then used to create maps of predicted coral cover providing scientists and reef managers with the 
information they need to make critical decisions to ensure the Great Barrier Reef has a future. The project has been developed 
by the Queensland University of Technology, in conjunction with a host of scientific and community organisations, and the girls 
in Year 7 and 8 have really enjoyed being involved. 
 
Mrs Alison Andrew, Head of Science  
 
PDHPE 
The Year 11 PDHPE course includes two core 
modules - Better Health for Individuals and The 
Body in Motion. The Health module covers topic 
areas of health behaviours of young people, 
determinants of health and health promotion. The 
Body in Motion module includes the body systems, 
the physiology of exercise and biomechanics. 
Additionally, there are two option modules.  

Right: Year 11 aqua aerobics.  
 
Students have completed their optional First Aid 
module concluding with a two-day accredited First 
Aid course, delivered by paramedic, Mr Norm 
Spalding. Girls found the course extremely valuable 
and expressed their gratitude for the experience and 
knowledge of the presenter. The Year 11 class are presently involved in the second option module, Fitness Choices. They are 
participating in a variety of activities that can improve personal fitness. These activities include aqua aerobics, circuit training 
sessions, modified games and yoga.  
 
Ms Janene van Gogh, Acting Head of PDHPE 
 
Snowsports  
This week, Frensham Snowsports competitiors are at Thredbo 
participating in the Amelia McGuiness Time Trials and NSW 
State Interschools Championships. We have entered 15 teams 
across Cross Country Sprints and Relays, Moguls, Alpine, 
Skiercross and Slopestyle events.   
 
Thank you in advance to the Team Managers and Course 
Volunteer who play an essential role in this event. Latest 
results include Emily Gubbins (Year 12) and Matilda Arnott 
(Year 8) who entered the NSW Biathalon Event (laser shooting 
and skiing), where they placed 3rd and 4th respectively. 
Congratulations!  

 
Right: Lucy Pernice, Hannah Bendror, Jessica Savage 

 
Ms Joanne Allison, Coordinator of Snowsports 
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Sport 
Touch and Water Polo 
Girls are currently making their selections for Term 4 IGSSA sports. Trials for Teams 1 and 2 will commence in Week 6B 
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 6.15am-7.15am and continue until the end of term. All other selections will 
take place during regular sports training times as soon as the Hockey and Netball seasons are completed. 
 
Miss Erin Gray, Acting Head of Sport 
 
 
Equestrian 
We have received the exciting news from Interschool NSW, that Frensham was the Overall Champion Secondary School at 
the recent Equestrian NSW State Interschool Championships for the 6th year in succession. Congratulations to our team of 25 
students and again to the parents without whom such an event would not be possible. Frensham were the clear Secondary 
winner with an overall total of 2757 points, ahead of NEGS Armidale with 1288 points. The school will be sent an invitation to 
the 2019 Equestrian NSW Awards in March, where the awards will be presented. 
 

 
Miss Victoria Akins, Equestrian Coordinator 
 
Visual Arts/Design & Technology 
On Friday 31 August, the Frensham 2018 HSC Visual Arts and Design & Technology Exhibition, showcasing the creative 
abilities of students in these two subjects, will be opened in Cooper Hall. We warmly invite all Year 12 students, their families 
and friends to this Opening Night, which begins at 6.00pm and concludes at 8.00pm. The exhibition continues for viewing by the 
wider community, from 10.00am – 4.00pm on Saturday 1 September and from 11.30am – 3.00pm on Sunday 2 September.  
Please note that if Frensham siblings of Year 12 Visual Arts or Design & Technology students are attending the opening on 
Friday night, they are required to be in full school uniform. 
 
This year, both Visual Arts Bodies of Work and Design & Technology Major Design Projects will be on display in Cooper Hall.  
The works produced by students in both subjects are the end result of conceptual, technical and material choices made 
throughout the HSC courses. These major practical works will be submitted to NESA for marking in the weeks following the 
exhibition, with the assessment of each forming 50% and 60% of students’ Higher School Certificate mark in Visual Arts and 
Design & Technology respectively. It is worth noting that these major works cannot be marked in an exhibited context.   
 
In support of the hard work and the diverse, creative approaches of the students whose work is on show. We look forward to 
your attendance at some point over the course of the exhibition. 
 
Mr Phil Alldis, Head of Visual Arts and Design 




