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End of Term – celebrations and reflections... 
In the final of weeks of Term 3, we enjoy the exciting transition of Year 12 into the independent routines of Higher School 
Certificate Examination preparation after celebrations to mark the end of their formal high school education – including the 
handing over of leadership responsibilities to Year 11 (Year 12, 2019) in a final Service tomorrow afternoon and the Year 12 
Dinner with parents and teachers tomorrow evening. Many words are shared with the whole school, to mark the significance of 
the ‘final days of high school’ for our senior students – and, above all, there has been an intensity of gratitude radiated by Year 
12 to their teachers ‘for the support and encouragement’ offered, ‘over many years’.  

Separate, and for significant acknowledgement, are achievements across Frensham Schools - including the outstanding 
achievements by Year 6, in their Legacy of Leaders presentations on Monday, and the opening of Sturt’s acclaimed Exhibition – 
A Visual Feast - last Sunday.  

Working our way through a research process – Character Education 
It is timely to be working intensively with Year 12 in their final weeks of high school at the same time as a group of colleagues is 
immersed in acting on the Character Education Research undertaken earlier this year – with our first steps focusing on a 
‘Frensham Graduate profile’. Our goal is to articulate clearly to girls, parents and staff the competencies we prioritise in our 
teaching, and within the environment created for learning, across the totality of the Frensham experience. Under the umbrella of 
our Mission and Values, the six competencies within which we are shaping qualities and dispositions are:   

strength and integrity - of character
willingness to strive – in the pursuit of excellence and in making a contribution
curiosity and adaptiveness - as a learner (valuing growth and embracing change)
respect and service - as a local, regional and global citizen
groundedness - in capacity as a future builder (revealing intellectual rigour, spiritual awareness, aesthetic 
appreciation, social and emotional maturity, physical fitness)
creativity - solution-focus and discernment as a learner. 

To date, senior student feedback on the draft documents reveals both their reflective ability and their understanding of what we 
care about. Through the process of refining the ‘graduate profile’ we will add to the shared language about what matters at 
Frensham – and expand the text that girls are comfortable to note when asked what is important...i.e. building on ‘grit, gratitude 
and good humour’, which are so readily quoted. 

Frensham – Technology in the Houses – a paper for parents – emailed this week 
Earlier this week by separate email I published for parents a two-page document entitled: ‘Frensham - Technology in the 
Houses' designed to provide an overview of our current policies and processes re the use of IT devices in the House 
environment – including advice re Term 4 changes for juniors, on weekdays, and weekend changes implemented earlier this 
year. We continue to consider latest research, combined with our practical experience at Frensham, and the feedback we gain 
from consultants, parents and students. The Paper opens, as follows: 
How hard is it to be a ‘*good parent’ or a ‘good School’ in terms of providing the right structures around student 
management of IT devices – and all that flows from that? How hard is it to set the highest expectations to achieve a 
level of teenager discernment about what is ‘appropriate’ – safe, kind, necessary, respectful and considerate?  
As you would expect, the answer is, ‘it depends...’ – on the habits already established by your daughter pre-high school, the 
expectations set for usage at home and the environment created for her at School.  

[*For many of our parents it is reportedly ‘relative easy’ to manage, for some ‘very difficult’ and for some, ‘challenging at times’ – 
similar to all ‘parenting-of-teenager issues’.]  

Parenting Teenagers...SchoolTV.me – school subscription
As discussed with our Advisory Committees last year, for review, SchoolTV was launched for the attention of schools as ‘a 
world first concept’ that ‘addresses the modern day realities faced by schools and parents - sourcing clear, relevant and 
fact-based information around raising safe, happy, well, resilient young people.’ SchoolTV is designed to provide parent 
access to ‘content from Australia’s leading authorities’ on topics that address ‘the sensitive-personal-real-life issues that 
research confirms parents and students worry about’.  Strongly endorsed by Dr Michael Carr-Gregg, SchoolTV is one of 
several resources we reviewed as part of our overall decision-making about the best curriculum and delivery to enhance 
parent and school efforts to build student resilience and empathy, and physical and mental health and wellbeing. [We know 
that the best possible outcomes for students are the result of transparent, aligned approaches, delivered consistently – in 
context.] 

Parents will receive - by separate email - the login details for School access – per our Frensham Schools Subscription. 
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Acknowledgement to: 
Year 9 - on their outstanding academic growth – measured across the range of core Literacy and Numeracy skills
tested under the umbrella of NAPLAN testing. [Full Reports were sent to parents this week and we are extremely pleased
to note the ‘statistically extraordinary’ growth by the cohort – for students at all levels of academic achievement. Of course
these are just one set of tests, taken on a particular day – but the standards achieved by individuals, and the pattern of
growth within the full year group, speak loudly of a high level of engagement and progress academically.];
National Interschools Snowsports medallists: Frensham: Alexandra Hill, Teya Blunck, Emily Gubbins (Year 11) –
Bronze - Division 1 Cross Country Freestyle; Lucy Pernice (Year 8) – Bronze - Division 3 Slopestyle Ski; Gib Gate:
Sebastian Atra (Year 3) Gold - Division 5 Skier Cross; Division 4 Cross Country Freestyle and Relay team, Matteo Perrotta,
Rocco Perrotta and Salvatore Perrotta (Year 6) - Silver;
Recent Award recipients: Girdle - April Stokman (Equestrian); Iris - Gabrielle Steiner (All Round Excellence);
Elizabeth Nesci (Year 7), representing IGSSA in the 12 Years Discus at the CIS Athletics Championships;
2018 Australian Mathematics Competition High Distinction and Distinction recipients: Year 7: Distinction: Hilary
Swan; Year 8: Distinction: Matilda Arnott, Zoe Gallagher; Year 9: Distinction: Harriet Mackie; Year 10: Distinction: Sarah
Manwaring, Gianni Meyers; Year 12: High Distinction: Gabrielle Steiner;
Frensham and Gib Gate ICAS English Competition High Distinction and Distinction recipients:
Frensham: Year 7: High Distinction: Augusta Muir; Distinction Elise Davies, Sophie Hassall, Summer Oxley; Year 8:
Distinction: Maya Basson, Zoe Gallagher, Zé McGrath; Year 9: Distinction: Grace Lewis, Sophie Perkins, Georgia
Shakeshaft; Year 10: High Distinction: Mia Horsfall; Distinction: Harriette Beedle, Annabella Damiani, Daisy Latimer, Gianni
Meyers, Cate Watson; Year 11: High Distinction: Harper Northam, Imogen Senior; Distinction: Elvira Berzins, Savanah
Gillies; Gib Gate: Year 3: Distinction: Eloise O’Shanassy; Year 4: High Distinction: Jack Davies; Distinction: Piper
Berkelouw, York Doyle, Jade Neilson, Olivia Quilty, Lucia Semple, Scarlett Shadbolt; Year 6: Distinction: Cate Horsfall;
Year 12 Higher School Certificate Drama students, Caroline Gotterson, Antoinette Inglis and Chipo Riva whose
Monologue performances have been nominated for possible inclusion in OnSTAGE (a selection of performances and
individual projects from HSC Drama students);
National Computer Science School (NCSS) 2018 Challenge participants. Beginners Challenge:  Year 8: Distinction:
Sophia Brooks; Year 9: Perfect score: Caitlin Quinn, Ella Clark; High Distinction: Eliza Friend;
Gib Gate Australian Music Examinations Board (AMEB) High Distinction achievers Mollie Fitzpatrick, Olivia Quilty
(Year 4); Madeleine Bendror, Elizabeth Shadbolt (Year 5) and Honours achievers Anthony Neilson, Georgia Suttie (Year
3), Ruby Iredale, Harry Lawson, Lexi Wimalaratne, Sienna Andersson, Piper Berkelouw, Amelia Hazlett, Scarlett Shadbolt,
Jade Neilson (Year 4), Isabella Atra, Isabella Barber, Sophie Goodisson, Amelia Hartnell, Georgina Lewis (Year 5); Solveig
Clarkson (Year 6);
JUST TO HAND: ChooseMaths 18 National Award recipients (Highly Commended Award) - Cordelia Bell, Sophie
Lyne, Heidi Montgomery (Year 10). The team (calling themselves MIOW - Maths is Our World) used their imagination to
create a five-minute video based on this year’s theme, OUR WORLD NEEDS MATHS, which demonstrated applications of
mathematics in agriculture, using clear and precise mathematical language, in a creative and entertaining way. The team
competed in the Senior Category, against students in Years 10 to 12 across Australia. Highly Commended placed the team
in the Top 20 out of 535 videos submitted for all categories.

David Miller Award: Congratulations to Ms Sabine Madden (Coordinator of Music Tuition and Gifted and Talented Music 
Programmes) who has been invited to join the Jury for the inaugural ‘David Miller Award’ for collaborative pianists. The Award is 
provided by The Accompanists’ Guild of NSW, with support from the Sydney Conservatorium of Music, to honour the 
achievements and services that David Miller AM - one of Australia’s foremost collaborative pianists and educators. 

University of Wollongong STEM Camp for Girls: 13 – 16 January, 2019 
Natasha Long and Caitlin Quinn (Year 9) have earned places in this specialist residential programme for students entering 
Year 10 or 11 in 2019. The Camp includes hands-on workshops and industry visits (with exploration of themes of 
‘sustainability’, ‘renewable energies’, ‘humanitarian aid’, and ‘biomedicine’) as well as lectures in Senior Science and 
Engineering. Students meet STEM industry leaders and current students with similar interests at a tertiary level.  

Year 11 Leadership Service – Thursday 27 September [1.30pm for 1.45-2.45pm] 
Parents are welcome to attend the Service, in Clubbe Hall, where Year 12, 2018 will hand over the student leadership of the 
School to Year 12, 2019. 

On behalf of all staff - I wish all students and families a restful, rejuvenating and safe vacation...! 

Julie A Gillick 
Head of Frensham 
Head of Frensham Schools 
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Frensham Advisory Committee 2018 Gib Gate  Advisory Committee 2018 

Mrs Caroline Begg 
Mr David Cullen 
Ms Ruby Curtis 
Mrs Penny Hanan 
Mrs Kiki Hill 
Mrs Erica Holcombe 
Mr John Hopkins 
Mr Simon Logan 
Mrs Angela Macken (Sec) 
Mrs miChelle McGufficke 
Mrs Nicola Robertson 
Ms Jo Thomson (Chair) 

r-cbegg@bigpond.net.au  
david@oakstand.com.au 
44ruby@gmail.com  
pennyhanan@mac.com  
kikihill64@gmail.com  
erica@dc-it.com.au 
hopkinspastoral@bigpond.com  
simez@bigpond.com  
themackenfamily@gmail.com  
milliefarming@activ8.net.au 
nicola@nicolarobertsonots.com.au  
j.thomson@tpg.com.au  
 

Mrs Sara Moylan (Sec) 
Mrs Rowena Bendror 
 (FOGG) 
Mrs Chelsea Doyle 
Mr David Griffin (Chair) 
Mrs Kate Iori 
Mr Trent Johns 
Mrs Tanya Gregory 
Mrs Denise Telford 
Mrs Lucy Wilson 
 

saralmoylan@gmail.com  
sales@littlestepsonline.com.au  
 
chelseakdoyle@gmail.com  
david.griffin291@gmail.com  
kateiori@hotmail.com  
trent@theimperial.com.au  
tanyajgregory@gmail.com  
denise.telford@gmail.com  
luluwilson@live.com  
 

TERM DATES 2018 – Gib Gate and Frensham 

Term 3 
Gib Gate & Frensham 
Tuesday 24 July-Thursday 27 September, 3.00pm  
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 
 

Term 4 
Gib Gate: Monday 15 October-Friday 7 December 3.00pm 
Frensham: ends Sunday 9 December 12.00pm (after 
11.00am Carol Service) 
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 

Ranier Uniform Shop ~ 2018 and Extra Trading Days 

The final day for trading this term is Thursday 27 September 
 
Additional trading day: Thursday 11 October 12.00pm - 5.00pm 
 
Normal trading resumes Monday 15 October 12.00pm - 5.00pm 

 
All fittings for uniforms are by appointment, during shop hours: Mondays and Thursdays 12.00pm-5.00pm 
Shop Manager: Mrs Michelle Wynn. To order items, please call the Shop: (02) 4860 2136 [BH], email: frensham@ranier.com.au  

 

 
 

Farewell Assembly for Year 12 Gib Gaters  
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TERM DATES 2019 - Gib Gate and Frensham 

Term 1 
Gib Gate & Frensham 
Thursday 31 January-Thursday 11 April, 3.00pm  
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 
Term 2 
Gib Gate & Frensham 
Monday 29 April -Thursday 27 June, 3.00pm  
(Year 10  Work Experience ends Friday 28 June) 
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 
*Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend* 
Frensham  Travel Day added from 2019 (to align with our 
current scheduling at the ends of Terms 1, 2 and 3 (and at 
Easter when it falls in term time – to assist with travel home) 
Departure: Thursday 6 June, 3.00pm – all students 
Gib Gate (no change to current schedule)  
Long Weekend Departure: Friday 7 June, 3.00pm 

Term 3 
Gib Gate & Frensham 
Tuesday 23 July-Thursday 26 September, 3.00pm  
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 
 
Term 4 
Gib Gate: Monday 14 October-Friday 6 December, 
3.00pm 
Frensham: Monday 14 October-Sunday 8 December 
12.00pm (after 11.00am Carol Service) 
(Boarders always return evening before classes start) 

2019 PARENT WEEKENDS – Confirmed dates for attendance of all students Years 7-12 

Term 1:     
Year 7      Saturday 2 March-Sunday 3 March 
                 Frensham Open Day – Saturday 2 March 
 
Year 10    Saturday 16 March-Sunday 17 March 
 
Term 2:     
Year 8      Saturday 18 May-Sunday 19 May 
 
Year 12    Saturday 1 June-Sunday 2 June 
                 WWS Birthday – Friday 31 May 
                 Frensham’s 106th Birthday – Sunday 2 June 

Term 3:     
Year 11    Saturday 10 August-Sunday 11 August 

                  [Year 10 Saturday 10 August – Year 10 planning 
for Senior Studies (with parents on Saturday)] 

Year 9     Saturday 31 August-Sunday 1 September 
 

AND – special Term 1 event: 
Back-to-Frensham Weekend  

Fellowship Centenary 
Saturday 6-Sunday 7 April 

Reminder – all of Years 7-12 
attend Open Day 

and attend all Parent Weekend Services 
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 ANNE BISHOP (Coyle, 1958) 
Anne has a BA majoring in English Literature, a Master of Letters degree (English Literature from 1830-1870) and a Diploma 
in Education (Infants/Primary). She taught for over ten years in several schools, but has always enjoyed writing in rhyme. 
 
Anne currently lives on a grazing property in the Upper Hunter Valley of NSW with her husband, Tony, where they write and 
illustrate children’s books. Their house is surrounded by a large romantic garden which has provided inspiration and themes 
for the ten children’s books in their series, Tales from a Country Garden. For many years Anne has spent a great deal of 
happy time in her garden, with the constant companionship of one or more Cavalier King Charles spaniels.   
 
While Anne and Tony cannot be absolutely certain about the fairies of the garden, the animals mentioned in the stories are 
either permanent residents in the garden or visitors there. Dogs, ducks, guinea fowl, peacocks, turtles, lizards and many 
native birds are permanent residents, while kangaroos, possums, snakes, goannas, rabbits, rats and mice make frequent 
appearances, and a platypus and wombat very infrequent ones. As a result there is a measure of realism in the stories. The 
behaviour of small dogs and their wilful disobedience; the habits of goannas, turtles, birds and small rodents; the dangers 
from predators and from flash floods, are all grounded in reality… while fantasy, humorous illustrations and rhyming narrative 
add joy and fun to the stories. 
 

Each of Anne and Tony’s stories has a theme: 
Courage: The Goannas’ Lunch 
Kindness and Helpfulness: Eric Echidna and the Turtle Family, The Adventure of Tiny 
Tim Turtle, The Trust of a Thrush 
Obedience: Winston: A Tale of Disobedience, Where’s Henry? 
Fun, Fear and Safety: The Fairy Fair, A Mouse Story 
Team Cooperation and Loyalty: The Great Rat Invasion 
 
Tony’s illustrations are for children of all ages, from three to 93! The text, however, 
being written for the most part in narrative rhyme, challenges the very young readers’ 

word power making the stories most suitable for children from about seven to 12 years. This series of children’s books is a 
work in progress. With the eleventh book currently in development. Frensham’s Library is the fortunate recipient of the 
above-mentioned books. 

 
 
Will you be in London, England in November?   
 
There will be a Fellowship Reception in London on Wednesday 21 November, cost 25, GAP girls 
free.  Open to all Old Girls and Frensham Community members, past, present or future. 
 
Please contact Sarah-Jane Holden in London – sj@tingariarts.eu or Barbara Shannon at 
Frensham – bshannon@frensham.nsw.edu.au for details or more information. 
 
2019 Reunions - Dates to diarise  
[Please keep us up to date with any address/email changes so that we can remain in touch]  
 

5 Year Reunion 1 & 2 June, Frensham 
10 Year Reunion 6 & 7 April, Frensham 
20 Year Reunion TBA 
30 Year Reunion 18 & 19 May, Frensham 
 

40 Year Reunion 6 & 7 April, Frensham 
50 Year Reunion 2 & 3 March, Frensham 
60 Year Reunion 16 & 17 March, Frensham 
70 Year Reunion TBA 
 

For a full list of events and Reunions, please visit: www.frensham.nsw.edu.au/community/fellowship 
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Generous gifts by Frensham Old Girls – enhancing the campus 
  
The sandstone sculpture donated by Karma Abraham (1953) is nestled in the recently renovated garden bordering the Front 
Lawn. 
  
The Willie Wildlife bird bath, donated by Margot Leitch in memory of three decades of her Frensham family, greets you as 
you walk down the path to the Bryant McCarthy front door. Margot was in the first year of girls to live in Bryant when it was 
opened in 1972. 
 Helen Fearon (Foster 1940) 
 Margot Leitch (Fearon 1972) 
 Sarah Kennedy (Leitch 2002), Sophie Leitch (2003) and Alice Harris (Leitch 2005) 

  
The Heidi McGeoch (Wilson 1981) seat was donated by Dimity Davy (Davis 1955) in memory of her daughter Tamsin (1988). 
The seat is easily seen - on the pathway to school - from Hartfield. 
 

 
 

For more information on WWS Foundation, please contact: Michele Scamps +61 2 4860 2000   
foundation@frensham.nsw.edu.au 
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On Friday 7 September Year 6 students, Cate Horsfall, Laura Barnsley-Adams, Charlie Johns and Kyle George, were invited to 
present a lecture to University of Wollongong Undergraduate Education students about the Gib Gate approach to authentic, 
student-led inquiry learning. 
 
Presenting to an audience of 135 undergraduates didn’t faze the students who confidently engaged the audience, sharing their 
experience of the unit: Should Coal mining be permitted in the Southern Highlands? which they undertook in Year 5.  
 
Mrs Venish designed the unit based on the Gib Gate Inquiry approach which ensures students are actively engaged in relevant, 
personalised, authentic learning experiences. “Making learning relevant using topical local and global issues really engages 
students,” notes Mrs Venish. “The students and I were delighted to be able to share the Gib Gate approach with the UOW 
Education students. It was a real privilege to be able to pass on examples of best teaching practice and inspire future 
educators.”   
 
The UOW Education students were particularly interested in the integration of Making Thinking Visible Routines, used across 
Gib Gate as part of a joint research project in conjunction with Project Zero at Harvard University Graduate School of 
Education. Asked how they felt about the presentation the Year 6 students said: “It was really interesting for us to present to 
teachers instead of teachers presenting to students!” “It was challenging when the teachers asked us questions on the spot but 
fun as well.” “We think learning from students about what students think about programmes is really important and it was 
important for us to teach new teachers how to be excellent teachers.” 
 
Dr Peter Anderson, UOW Academic Programme Director and Lecturer in Primary Education, noted that feedback from the 
education students was…“overwhelmingly positive, with many noting it was the best lecture they had ever been to!” 

 
Gib Gate Farewell assembly for Year 12 (past 
Gib Gate students).  
 
A few weeks ago Kindergarten, in their very best 
handwriting, wrote invitations to Frensham Year 12 
students who attended Gib Gate, inviting them to 
join the School for a Farewell Assembly on Friday 
14 September. Year 12, 2018 were the Year 6 class 
of 2012 and many of their Kindergarten buddies are 
in Year 6, 2018. It was lovely to welcome the Year 
12 students back and especially significant as they 
work towards their final weeks at school before they 
head off on their next big adventure - Life after 
school. Joining Kindergarten for Morning Tea 
playtime, the Frensham students thoroughly enjoyed 
the opportunity to reacquaint themselves with the 
Gib Gate playground, campus and buddies.  
 
Looking through the Gib Gate archives and finding 

records and photographs from the past, in preparation for the Farewell Assembly presentation, Mrs Graham found copies of 
2012 Year 6 Reflections. The writing of Reflections is a Gib Gate tradition,  where students in their final year of primary school 
take the time reflect on their P-6 years, writing about experiences they have enjoyed, challenges faced and lessons learnt, 
framed within the Gib Gate values of Learning to Learn through; Adventure, Belonging, Challenge, Doing, Excellence and 
Service.  
 
Re-reading the 2012 Reflections, reminded us of many shared experiences over the years, experiences that are still so 
important to students and staff at Gib Gate today  – the first day of preschool, outdoor education camp and scary abseils and 
camp cooking, favourite school excursions to China Town, learning how to play team sport for the first time and joining in at 
sports carnivals, maths camp, creating board games, annual Junior and Senior musical productions (Pinafore Pirates, Noah’s 
Ark, The Pied Piper to name just a few), trips to Japan, ceramics, after school sewing and craft activities, making candles, our 
very first ‘flash mob’ at the Iris Country Fair, Legacy of the Leaders (Awesome Aussies), becoming a buddy, book week dress 
ups and getting lost in great books, learning to play an instrument and the very first experience of being part of an Orchestra 
and much more.  
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And although our values and traditions continue strongly some things do change and in Alice Battcock’s Reflection we were 
reminded of a very significant point in our shared history – quote… 
 
In Year 3 we were challenged by moving into a new classroom. We had to move from the Old Year 3 Room into the Japanese 
room, as our old classroom was being knocked down to make way for our new library, ICT lab and the new Year six classroom. 
The class was in charge of moving EVERYTHING from the old room into our new one. Once I was carrying our huge paper 
stack and I dropped the whole pile! We spent ages picking up pieces of paper, dropped card and the like. When we first heard 
that the building was being knocked down, I asked if I could keep some of the carpet! On the last day of term our teacher and 
my classmates were crying and we all had a photo with her. She was as sad as us because that classroom had been hers too, 
when she was our age. 
 
In 2018 it’s hard to imagine the campus without the stunning Gib Gate specialist Children’s Library, purposively centred at the 
very heart of our school. How important to know that our history is preserved in the memories of the Frensham students in Year 
12, who will always be warmly welcomed back to Gib Gate. As always pictures tell a thousand words and Mrs Graham enjoyed 
selecting photographs of the students taken in Preschool and K-6 to share at the assembly, including a photograph of Year 3 
2009 standing outside their soon to be demolished classroom. 
 
As always at Gib Gate, we think that everything worth knowing can be found in a great book and in particular the words of one 
of our favourite authors, Dr Seuss are particularly pertinent to Year 12 students. As a farewell gift to the students, and in 
memory of the Gib Gate Birthday Book tradition, the School presented the Gib Gate Year 12 student with a copy of the very 
wise, ‘Oh, the places you’ll go!’ in the hope that the Year 12 will read in times of joy, challenge and when in need of inspiration 
and encouragement.  
 
And in the words of Dr Seuss Gib Gate congratulated and farewelled the girls… 

Congratulations! 
Today is your day. 
You’re off to Great Places! 
You’re off and away! 

 
Ms Sally Robson, Head of Gib Gate 
 
Curriculum Highlights 2018 
 
ICAS English Competition 2018 
The ICAS English Competition 2018 assessed reading and language skills in a range of contexts. The multiple choice questions 
require students to locate, identify, sequence, explain, interpret, analyse and infer information in and about texts at a 
‘competition’ level. The types of texts included extracts from picture books, short stories, novels, poems, play scripts, transcripts 
of interviews, letters, diary entries, advertisements, web pages, feature articles, opinion pieces and comic strips. All were 
completed with a strict time limit under examination conditions. 
 
Students and their teachers have achieved outstanding results being awarded 1 High Distinction, 8 Distinction, 24 Credit, 13 
Merit and 35 Participation Certificates. Certificates will be awarded at Performance Assembly in the coming weeks and parents 
will be notified via the Weekly Bulletin. Results are as follows: 
 
Year 2 Credit: Cameron Grace, Matilda Spong, Edward Vilo; Merit: Darcey Burrows, Lachlan Dormer, Bon Doyle, Oliver 

Wilson. 
Year 3 *Distinction: Eloise O’Shanassy; Credit: Amelia Blackshaw, Iman Byrne, Poppy Hartwright, Clodagh Luckie, Adele 

Trudeau; Merit: Sofia Nesci. 
Year 4 **High Distinction: Jack Davies; *Distinction: Piper Berkelouw, York Doyle, Jade Neilson, Olivia Quilty, Lucia Semple, 

Scarlett Shadbolt; Credit: Chloe Dent, Isabella Dormer, Mollie Fitzpatrick, Elizabeth Griffin-Peters, Matilda Telford, Lexi 
Wimalaratne; Merit: Hamish Murray. 

Year 5 Credit: Sophie Alexander, Isabella Atra, Isabella Barber, Georgina Lewis, Bliss Ow-Yang, Elizabeth Shadbolt, Maxime 
Trudeau; Merit: Alice Mulligan. 

Year 6 *Distinction: Cate Horsfall; Credit: Laura Barnsley-Adams, Kyle George, Charlie Johns; Merit: Luca de Manincor, Chloe 
Hanrahan, Imogen O’Riordan, Eva Telford, Lilly Treweeke. 

 
**A High Distinction Award places this group of students in the top 1% of the Australian cohort 
*A Distinction Award places this group of students in the top 10% of the Australian cohort 
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Mathematics Olympiad 2018 Competition for Primary Students 
Each Tuesday, a group of students from Years 5 and 6 have been working with Mrs Kelly Berman in their Mathematics lesson, 
learning a variety of strategies to solve increasingly challenging problems in the Mathematics Olympiad 2018 Competition for 
Primary Students. Last Tuesday 11 September, the final Olympiad was held. In each monthly Olympiad contest students were 
given 30 minutes, under test conditions, to solve five problems of increasing difficulty. Whilst marks are only awarded for correct 
answers, the thinking and creative problem solving applied are shared collaboratively at the end of the test and in weekly 
lessons. Students have learned from and with each other, and Mrs Berman has taught new concepts and encouraged new 
ways of thinking mathematically to develop their skills. 
 
Congratulations to the Team Members, Year 5: Sophie Alexander, Isabella Atra, Sophie Goodisson, Amelia Hartnell Georgina 
Lewis, Bliss Ow-Yang, Elizabeth Shadbolt, Maxime Trudeau. Year 6: Laura Barnsley-Adams, Kyle George, Chloe Hanrahan, 
Rocco Perrotta, Elizabeth Taylor, Eva Telford, Lilly Treweeke and Amy Wimalaratne. Certificates will be awarded at 
Performance Assembly in the coming weeks and parents will be notified via the Weekly Bulletin.  
 
Ms Kate Chauncy, Director of Teaching and Learning, P-12 and Coordinator of Gifted and Talented Programmes 
 
Enrichment/Activities 
Australian Music Examinations Board (AMEB) Music Examinations 
This year, 23 Gib Gate students presented for the August examination series in a variety of instruments. Congratulations to all 
students for their hard work in preparing for these examinations. There were many outstanding results.  
 
High Distinction  
Preliminary Grade: Mollie Fitzpatrick Piano (Year 4); Madeleine Bendror Piano (Year 5) 
Grade 1: Olivia Quilty Piano (Year 4); Elizabeth Shadbolt Piano (Year 5) 
 
Honours 
Preliminary Grade: Anthony Neilson Clarinet (Year 3); Ruby Iredale Viola, Harry Lawson Piano and Lexi Wimalaratne Flute 
(Year 4); Isabella Atra Violin and Isabella Barber Piano (Year 5); Solveig Clarkson Viola (Year 6). 
Grade 1:  Sienna Andersson Piano; Piper Berkelouw Piano; Amelia Hazlett Piano; Scarlett Shadbolt Piano (Year 4). 
Grade 2: Georgia Suttie Flute (Year 3); Jade Neilson Piano (Year 4); Sophie Goodisson Piano; Amelia Hartnell Piano; Georgina 
Lewis Piano (Year 5). 
 
Tulip Time 
Next Tuesday 25 September at 10.00am, Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 will be dancing in Corbett Gardens as part of the 
Tulip Time celebrations. Parents are welcome to join students in the gardens to watch their dancing. Students will have morning 
tea at the gardens before returning to Gib Gate. 
 
Extra-curricular Activities Term 4 
Please return enrolment forms for the extra-curricular classes for Term 4 so that classes can be finalised before the end of 
term. 
 
Mrs Anne Graham, Gib Gate Coordinator (Administration) 
 
Sport 
Interschools Snowsports 
Five Gib Gate teams and nine individual students qualified for the National 
Snowsports Championships held at Perisher in Week 7. At this event, Gib 
Gate finished in 9th place out of 32 schools for the Co-educational 
Schools. Some outstanding overall individual and team performances 
were achieved: 
 Sebastian Atra (Year 3) Gold medal winner in the Boys Division 5 

Skier Cross and 5th in the Boys Division 5 Alpine GS (pictured right) 
 Luca de Manincor (Year 6) 10th in the Girls Division 4 Alpine GS 
 Matteo Perrotta (Year 6) 8th in the Boys Division 4 Alpine GS 
 Salvatore Perrotta (Year 6) 6th in the Division 4 Boys Cross Country 

Freestyle 
 Tempe Arnott (Year 5)12th in the Cross Country Freestyle 
 The Division 4 Girls Cross Country Freestyle and Relay team of 

Georgia Greig (Year 6), Tempe Arnott and Isabella Barber (Year 5) 
placed 7th in the Freestyle and Relay events 
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 The Division 4 Boys Cross Country Freestyle and Relay team of Matteo Perrotta, Rocco Perrotta and Salvatore Perrotta 
(Year 6) were Silver medal winners in the Freestyle and Relay events. 

 
Athletics 
The CIS Primary Athletics Championships were held last week in Sydney and we congratulate the following students who 
represented Gib Gate and IPSHA Schools at this Carnival: 
 Sylvie Potgieter (Year 6) 9th in 11 Years Girls 100 metre and 7th in Senior Girls 4 x 100 metre Relay 
 Chloe Hanrahan (Year 6) 7th in Senior Girls 4 x 100 metre Relay 
 Isabella Barber (Year 5) 7th in Senior Girls 4 x 100 metre Relay 
 Arabella Whitehead (Year 5) 7th in 11 Years Girls 100 metre; 7th in Senior Girls 4 x 100 metre Relay, 10th in 11 Years 

Girls High Jump. 
 Amelia Blackshaw (Year 3) 4th in Junior Girls Shot Put. Amelia is a reserve athlete for the CIS team to compete at the 

NSWPSSA Athletics Championships next term. 
 

   
 
Left: Senior Girls Relay Team – Isabella Barber, Arabella Whitehead, Sylvie Potgieter and Chloe Hanrahan 
Right: Amelia Blackshaw (Year 3) was 4th in the Junior Girls Shot Put at the CIS Athletics Carnival 
 
Equestrian 
We wish Alexandra Inglis (Year 6) and Sophie Baldwin (Year 5) every success as they compete for NSW in the National 
Interschools Equestrian Championships being held in Victoria during the first week of the vacation.  
 
Mr Michael Standen, Co-ordinator of PDHPE and Sport 
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Preschool (Pre-Kindergarten) 
Last week, Preschool students enjoyed an excursion to the Australian Botanic Gardens at Mount Annan. The guide from the 
Education Centre taught the students about Indigenous culture through humpy building, dance, plants, bush medicine and 
artefacts. We learnt that in the Indigenous Aboriginal Cultures, girls are not allowed to use some of the hunting tools while the 
boys should not use some of the ground digging tools. The Indigenous people feel special powers and a sense of self could be 
lost if the tools are used by the opposite gender.  
 
In teams of four, students used sticks to erect their own humpy – quite a challenge but with stick ‘rules’ and a keen sense of 
enjoyment, the task was completed successfully. The guide showed us that edible native plants can also have medicinal uses. 
Students visited the Australian Botanic Gardens native nursery and purchased bush tucker plants that will go in the new bush 
tucker garden at Preschool. Taking the students to the Australian Botanic Gardens reinforced the Indigenous Culture and 
horticultural work we have been conducting at Preschool recently.  
 
Thank you to the parents who accompanied the excursion as this enabled us all to have more meaningful interactions and 
discussions with the children on the day of the excursion. 
 

     
 

Left: Zachariah Chalak; right: Gerrard Coleman 
 
Mrs Tinna Loker, Preschool Coordinator  
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A Visual Feast exhibition Opening 
Our new exhibition in Sturt Gallery was opened on Sunday 23 September at 11.00am by special guest, John Newton, 
freelance writer, journalist, novelist and teacher. This exhibition explores art in the form of paintings by Juliet Holmes à Court 
and sculptural vessels by Ruth Levine, inspired by, and responding to, the inspirational recipes of chef, James Viles of Biota.  
“Why, we are asked, set a challenge like this…landscapes off a plate, and sculptures from a meal? The answer is 
that it’s another thing in common with nature....to grow.” 
 

     
 
Plated dishes by James Viles (Biota): “Fallen feijoas with almond milk” and “Legumes, their flowers and fresh cheese” 
 
Design Canberra 2018 
This year’s Design Canberra runs from 5 to 25 November and includes a wide range of events, exhibitions, symposiums, house 
tours, open studios and more. The graduation of our 2018 Sturt School for Wood students is part of this year’s Design 
Canberra. The graduation and exhibition opening of the 2018 student cohort takes place at Sturt on Saturday 24 November 
from 11.00am.  https://designcanberrafestival.com.au/ 
 
Online booking now open for Summer School 2019 
Sturt Summer School offers 23 week-long courses for adults across all mediums and abilities. With accommodation and meal 
packages, daily talks and special functions (including an end of week party), Sturt Summer School has become the most 
successful event of its type in Australia. So come to the Southern Highlands this summer and get creative. Daily courses for 
children are also on offer. Course information and online registration is now available at 
www.sturt.nsw.edu.au/education/summer-school 
 
In These Hands – our exhibition on tour 
Please join us for the launch of Sydney Craft Week Festival 2018 and the opening of three exhibitions: 

In These HANDS: Mara nyangangka  
Seed Stitch Contemporary Textile Awards  
Fish Out of Water by Dorothy Filshie 

Friday 5 October, 6pm - 8pm, Australian Design Centre, 101-115 William St, Darlinghurst, Sydney 
The Hon. Don Harwin MLC, Minister for the Arts, will launch the exhibitions. As space is limited, please RSVP early to reserve 
your place for this event.  

F R I E N D S  O F  S T U R T   
Denise Sumner (President), Penny Hoskins (Secretary), Ruth Wright (Roster Secretary), Joan 
Dinning, Bill Dinning, Anne Thomson, Julie Musgrave, Michael Harris, Libby Hobbs, Jill Dyson 
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Short Courses 
The next weekend of Short Courses will take place on Saturday 27 and Sunday 28 October, 9.30am - 4.30pm 
The short courses will include: 
 
Covering Knots with Angharad Rixon All levels, Cost: $300 + materials $35 
Knots are generally thought of for the function of closing or connecting things, but they have also been widely used for their 
decorative qualities, particularly to cover objects like handles, beads and tassels. This workshop will explore different uses of 
covering knots across different cultures. Learn how to draft patterns, tie knots as well as the scaling principles depending on 
what you wish to cover. On day one, we will work with nylon cord covering tubes, balls and rings with Turk’s Head, Globe and 
Grommet knots.  Day two we will translate the knots into more sophisticated materials making a leather handle and a neckpiece 
or earrings in silver kazaz wire. Angharad Rixon is a technical textile historian specialising in lace and passementerie. Her 
studies in Italy Switzerland and Spain have led to her skills in a variety of off-loom techniques. Angharad lectures in Milan and 
Florence and consults for museums and universities around the world. 
 
Mitre - fold box with Chance Coalter (Sturt Resident USA) Level: Intermediate, Cost: $300 + materials $TBA 
Build a decorative veneered box from raw materials using a fun mitre-fold technique that allows you to do all your joinery on a 
table saw. You will create seamless corners, cutting away the lid after the box is glued (without traditional clamps) and produce 
individual patterns on your box face using techniques that include jigs, router, veneer saw, scalpel and hand plane. Learn about 
atmospheric pressure using the vacuum press to glue your box parts and finish your piece by installing quadrant hinges. 
Chance will also demonstrate more advanced techniques such as inlaying a complex pattern into the lid of the box and adding 
a decorative and protective wood edging. Chance Coalter is a furniture designer and craftsman in San Diego, CA, and an 
adjunct professor in the woodworking programme at Palomar College. He earned a BA Applied Design from San Diego State in 
2013 and was subsequently awarded a fellowship at the Centre for Furniture Craftsmanship.  Among other honours, in 2015 he 
received a Niche Award and a 1st place honour at the Design in Wood competition in San Diego. 
 
Coiled basketry with Mariposa stitch with Meri Peach - Saturday 27th only All levels, Cost: $160 + materials $20 payable to 
tutor. 
Learn to use natural fibres from common garden plants to make a beautiful coiled basket. Coiling is an ancient basketry method 
where the materials are stitched together rather than woven. Mariposa is a stitch that can be done with strap-leafed plants 
without using a needle. This method creates spaces between the rows, resulting in a lattice-like structure. It is an easy, 
satisfying and attractive method of basket making. 
 
Rustic twined basketry with Meri Peach - Sunday 28th only All levels| Cost: $160 + materials $20 payable to tutor. 
Discover the ancient and contemplative craft of basket making with Meri Peach. Basket making is a very satisfying and relaxing 
way to improve your hand dexterity and coordination, and to make a deeper connection with nature and with ancient cultural 
traditions. In this workshop, each student will make an attractive twined basket using a variety of locally available plant 
materials. 
Twined basketry uses two or more strands to weave. It is an easy and versatile technique that opens up a world of possibilities 
for making practical and sculptural objects. 
 
Full details of all Sturt courses, exhibitions, residency programmes and events can be found on the website 
www.sturt.nsw.edu.au or to make a booking or enrolment call Sturt Shop on +61 2 4860 2083 or email shop@sturt.nsw.edu.au 
 
Mr Mark Viner, Head of Sturt  
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Deputy Head  
This final week of Term 3 has been an exciting one, with girls looking forward to Term 4 and the end of year activities, the End 
of Year Production, warmer weather, more daylight and the satisfaction of finishing another school year. The calendar for the 
first two weeks includes: 
 

 Year 12 HSC Examinations commencing on Thursday of Week 1 
 The continuation of the End of Year Production rehearsals 
 A Duke of Edinburgh’s International Awards Bronze Expedition departing on the Sunday of the first weekend 
 AHIGS Festival of Speech at the end of Week 2 and the second weekend 

 
We are also looking forward to the start of the IGSSA Touch Football and Waterpolo competitions. Tennis Squads will continue 
in Term 4 and in the second half of Term 4, we will begin selections for Term 1 Softball teams.  

 
Students in Years 7 and 8 have satisfactorily completed four days of examinations and are now settling in to the remainder of 
their academic programme for the year.  While this was no doubt a challenging time for Year 7 in particular, everything went 
smoothly and they handled the pressure well. 
 
Students in Year 12 are completing their final two weeks of school and preparing for the study vacation prior to their HSC 
examinations which commence in the first week of Term 4.  The School would like to wish the students well and compliment 
them on the manner in which they have conducted themselves during their final term. 
 
Mr Geoff Marsh, Deputy Head 
 
Boarding News 
The Year 7 and 8 girls whipped up a storm in the Linden Turner kitchen recently, baking and decorating a delicious selection of 
cup cakes, brownies and chocolate balls. Their tasty treats were enjoyed by the boarders at afternoon tea, with high praise 
shared all round! 
 

 
Our final Closed Weekend Programme included a variety of experiences for the girls. The greatly anticipated Harry Potter 
Dinner, Term 4 Sports Trials and Skills Workshops, together with a Skit Night involving girls from Years 7 to 12. 
 
Correspondence: 
Please direct all Boarding related corresponded to boarding@frensham.nsw.edu.au, rather than individual email addresses. 
This will assist us in managing the correspondence between home and school. 
 

Travel Information  
If your daughter’s travel arrangements change over the vacation period and your daughter does not require the SSTS booking 
that has been made for her, please cancel the ticket by calling 13 22 32 (as noted on your daughter’s ticket). We ask that you 
take this step as the School cannot cancel the ticket during the vacation. 
 
A reminder that luggage restrictions apply. All information is clearly stated on your daughter’s ticket which she will be 
given during the last week of term. 
 

Mrs Tanya Vaughan, Director of Boarding; Ms Amanda Graham, Deputy Head of Boarding 
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Director of Teaching and Learning 
Release of NAPLAN 2018 Results – information for all parents 
The NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) has released, to schools, all paper 2018 performance reports for students in 
Year 7 and Year 9 who completed the tests in Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation and Numeracy in Week 2 
of Term 2 this year. Parents will receive their daughter’s report by mail early next week.  
 
Our Year 7 cohort has performed very strongly against the national average. In the five domains – Reading, Writing, Spelling, 
Grammar and Punctuation and Numeracy – the girls demonstrate above average skills approximately one full band above the 
national average. 
 
Year 9 students have demonstrated strong growth across each of the five domains with greater than the expected growth of 
one full band in Writing and in Spelling. The cohort average is substantially above the national average by over one full band in 
every domain, and two full bands in Writing. 
 
At present the independent school sector in NSW does not have access to the new school specific, secured, online database to 
enable us to study the data in great detail. We look forward to being able to access our school data in the next few weeks so we 
can design additional teaching and learning activities to develop students’ skills and knowledge across each specific area. This 
also allows teachers insight into individual student data so programmes can be personalised to suit their needs. We 
acknowledge and celebrate the achievement of each student in all aspects of literacy and numeracy, yet we are particularly 
keen to ascertain their growth and development.  
 
We also recognise that NAPLAN tests students’ skills on one day every two years and these tests are only one piece of data we 
use to study student progress and our teaching and learning programmes. School-based subject and cross-curricular 
classwork, quizzes, in class (timed) and long-term research assessment tasks, formal examination data and standardised ‘tests’ 
and ‘competitions’ allow us to gain a fuller and ongoing picture of individual student’s progress.  We also care deeply about 
developing in our students: a love of reading across all genres and formats; the ability to write creatively and express 
considered points of view, both in handwritten and word-processed formats; and to solve real world problems by utilising their 
mathematical skills in a variety of contexts.  We want them to ‘take away’, as a result of their time with us at Frensham, the 
capacity to think deeply – to integrate knowledge and modes of thinking from a range of disciplines, or established fields, in 
order to create products, solve problems, raise questions and offer explanations in a purposeful, disciplined, considered and 
reflective manner. 
 
Ms Kate Chauncy, Director of Teaching and Learning, P-12 and Coordinator of Gifted & Talented Programmes 
 
Director of Studies 
Year 12 final Reports will be emailed this week and will be a valuable resource in applying for positions in residential colleges, 
universities and in scholarship applications. These reports indicate the skills and learning attributes displayed by students 
throughout their course. They are not instructive as to what students need to do next, as were previous Frensham reports. All 
students are currently consolidating topics, reviewing areas identified for further understanding, and practising written 
responses. There is much to gain in the final two weeks of formal classes as well as opportunities to meet with teachers one-
on-one where necessary. 
 
Students in Year 11 commenced Preliminary Course Examinations in Week 8 which conclude Monday 24 September. The 
examination period provides an opportunity for students to assess their knowledge and understanding of course outcomes, and 
also to experience a formal examination structure. Students are also asked to reflect on their study routines and strategies to 
assess their success. This will be a crucial undertaking for their next examination period of HSC Trials. In Week 8, a brief 
meeting was held with students to reinforce examination procedures, and remind them of the rules regarding illness and 
misadventure during this time. Where possible, students should make every effort to attend their examinations or submit 
appropriate medical documentation as per NESA rules. The external supervisors conducting Year 11 Preliminary Examinations 
are experienced HSC personnel and will ensure students are familiar with all processes relating to senior examinations. Year 
11 students will participate in the Year 11 into Year 12 Programme on Tuesday 25 and Wednesday 26 September which 
includes study skills sessions delivered by Elevate Education, a leadership and culture programme from Burn Bright. There is 
also the opportunity to participate in wellbeing and physical exercises. A separate programme will be available at the end of 
Week 9.  
 
Years 7 and 8 examinations are now complete and students will soon obtain the results from their teachers. It is important that 
they use the feedback provided to target skills requiring improvement, and to determine future learning goals. 
 
Ms Janene van Gogh, Director of Studies – in Residence 
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English and Drama 
Drama 
Congratulations to three of our HSC Drama students: Caroline Gotterson (A Doll’s House), Antoinette Inglis (Happy Days) and 
Chipo Riva (Harriet Tubman) whose individual performances have been nominated for possible inclusion in OnSTAGE at the 
Seymour Centre, Sydney from 9 February to 15 February 2019. OnSTAGE is an annual showcase of selected HSC Drama 
exemplary performances and projects from Higher School Certificate Drama students. Footage of their performances will be 
sent to the NESA Exhibitions panel for possible selection in the OnSTAGE programme. 
 

 
 
Reflections from Head of Drama 2018 – Caroline Gotterson 
Drama has been a challenging, yet extremely rewarding experience in my time at Frensham. As someone who has a strong 
love for Drama, I may be biased, but I truly believe that it is the greatest activity.  
 
From Year 7, I have enjoyed Drama. It has always been so rewarding to learn how to transition into an entirely different 
character and see the perspective of another person whom you have never met before. Transitioning mentally and physically 
into different characters allows you to delve into the perspective of others, contributing to your broader knowledge of the world 
around you and how different people view the world.  
 
Over the years, I have played various roles, from a Munchkin in Year 7 to Nora from Henrik Ibsen’s ‘A Doll’s House’. I have 
learnt that acting is not about how many lines you have, but about how you connect with the character and portray their journey 
with a range of emotions. This has been the most important aspect to me in Drama. Building a bond with a character is 
extremely important and very rewarding, as you feel as if you are fighting for that character’s voice. 
 
Drama at Frensham means a lot to me, as it has brought me out of my comfort zone and given me the opportunity to work 
collaboratively to stage innovative theatre.  
 
It is wonderful that Drama at Frensham is encouraged through various opportunities. The various productions enable students 
to explore different characters and perspectives. This is what Drama is about: exploration and engagement.  
 
By participating in the numerous productions each year, I have developed friendships with girls, not only in my own year, but in 
years above and below. I have also made some incredible memories that I will always treasure.  
 
Before coming to Frensham, I never thought that I would learn to love Drama as much as I do now. The reason for this love is 
because of the endless opportunities to participate in and view many productions. Throughout my time at Frensham, Drama 
has had a significant impact on me, as it has helped to strengthen my knowledge of the world around me and to develop an 
understanding of the fact that all people see the world differently.  
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It is sad to be saying goodbye to Drama at Frensham so soon, but it has taught me well. I know that I will always have great 
memories of Drama and I am glad to have been able to experience it all.   
 
Mrs Sally Hannah, Head of Drama  
 
English 
“Education comes from within; you get it by struggle and effort and thought.”  ― Napoleon Hill 
 
It has been a testing time (pun intended) for Years 7, 8 and 11 who sat their Yearly examinations over the past two weeks. This 
style of assessment contributes to the variety of formative and summative assessment practices that the girls experience in all 
their subjects. Year 7 answered questions on two short unseen passages, and wrote an extended response to their recently 
studied dystopian novel, The Giver, by Lois Lowry. The theme of Year 8’s examination was in keeping with this term’s unit, 
Murder and Mayhem. They were required to write an imaginative composition and answer questions on passages from The 
Red Cardigan by J C Burke. Year 11 students’ examination experience mimicked the HSC format with questions on unseen 
texts, imaginative composition and an essay question on Shakespeare’s Othello.  
 
Many of the skills required to do well in an examination are important habits for success in the wider world. While independent 
project work might deepen knowledge of a specific area of investigation, sitting examinations can foster breadth of knowledge 
that creates the essential framework for specialist investigation. Preparation for examinations is an incentive to revise and 
reflect on acquired knowledge and to deepen understanding. Planning and time management are key elements of successful 
examination performance, and are also valuable project management skills.   
 
Revision and examination strategies have also been the focus for Year 12 students in Standard, Advanced and Extension 1 
English, who are refining their skills in analytical and imaginative composition, and practising quick and accurate interpretation 
of short unseen texts. To assist with this preparation, all English teachers and Mrs Trish Symons have been available for 
individual consultation and Dr Ruth Phillips has provided seminars in specific skills development. Extension 2 students 
completed their course with the submission of their Major Works last month. The students were required to undertake extensive 
independent investigation to inform the development of their own compositions. Works included short fiction, performance 
poetry, critical response and film.  
 
While Years 7, 8 and 11 have been focusing on their examinations, Year 9 students have been thinking critically about the 
documentary form through the study of Chasing the Ice, directed by Jeff Orlowski, and Touching the Void, directed by Kevin 
MacDonald. Their focus includes consideration of ethics relating to issues of social and environmental sustainability. 
Meanwhile, Year 10 have completed a close study of Shakespeare’s play, Macbeth, in which they focused on features and 
conventions of Shakespearian tragedy and human experiences including power, ambition, chaos and greed. The concept of 
power was further investigated through the study of the novel, To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee.  
 
ICAS English competition 
Frensham students annually participate in the ICAS English Competition, which assesses students’ reading and language skills. 
The students’ performance in the competition adds to other data to build a profile of each girl’s learning progress. On 31 July, 
nine Year 11 students elected to join all students in Years 7 – 10 who participated in the English Competition. Frensham 
students gained outstanding results, including 4 High Distinction, 16 Distinction, 69 Credit and 27 Merit awards.  
 
Year 7 High Distinction: Augusta Muir; Distinction: Elise Davies, Sophie Hassall, Summer Oxley; Credit: Monique Andersson, 

Ava Berkelouw, Bella Cay, Matilda Damiani, Olivia Faulkner, Darcy Maple-Brown, Isabelle Roach; Merit: Scarlett 
Alldis, Hannah Bendror, Alice Fairrie, Janna Martin-Cooley, Elizabeth Nesci, Amalia Scales, Hilary Swan;  

Year 8 Distinction: Maya Basson, Zoe Gallagher, Zé McGrath; Credit: Matilda Arnott, Ankitha Avvari, Yusra Chalak, Phoebe 
Clifton, Georgia Day, Sophie Domazet, Lulu Duck, Lola Fordham, Emma Hassett, Eliza Hewson, Holly Horsfall, Lily 
Huggins, Jasmin Imbardelli, Olivia Laverty, Olive Penney, Lucy Pernice, Phoebe Rowntree, Emily Senior, Matilda 
Walker, Polly Whitwell; Merit: Estella Dinnigan Wilkins, Alice Gilbert, Stella Hanan, Judith Hopkins, Phoebe Lyne, 
Sienna McGregor, Paris Ow-Yang, Charlotte Senior;  

Year 9  Distinction: Grace Lewis, Sophie Perkins, Georgia Shakeshaft; Credit: Grace Amos, Sarah Brown, Annie Burke, 
Amelia Byrne, Ella Clark, Alexandra Crawford, Margaret Fairrie, Eliza Friend, Amelia Guilfoyle, Emilie Hassall, Georgie 
Hill, Ella Hopperton, Harriet Mackie, Madeleine Mulligan, Lilith Parker, Anna Rickwood, Eleanor Swan; Merit: Ruby 
Halloran, Lily Hunt, Emma Jancewicz, Sophia Pernice, Jemima Storch;  

Year 10  High Distinction: Mia Horsfall; Distinction: Harriette Beedle, Annabella Damiani, Daisy Latimer, Gianni Meyers, Cate 
Watson; Credit: Frances Alldis, Aarthi Avvari, Cordelia Bell, Millicent Bolger, Alexandra Cunningham, Sarah Davies, 
Eliza Duck, Charlotte Dulhunty, Sybella Harris, Ella Haydock, Miriam Hopkins, MacKenzie Johnson, Sophie Lyne, 
Sarah Manwaring, Gabrielle Metua, Heidi Montgomery, Gracie Phelan, Adelaide Poulos, Annabelle Seaton-Cooper, 
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Molly Staniforth, Tamara Unsworth, Brodie Van Egmond; Merit: Samantha Argent, Anika Berkelouw, Ella Cullen, Olivia 
Hamilton, Grace McKinley, Christina Richardson, Emma Witts;  

Year 11 High Distinction: Harper Northam, Imogen Senior; Distinction: Elvira Berzins, Savanah Gillies; Credit: Alice Bowman, 
Joanna Hicks, Sarah Jancewicz. 

 
Ms Jennie Mickle, Director of English 
 
French 
On Saturday 15 September, students took their French Extension Oral examination at Ravenswood School for Girls at Gordon, 
Sydney. The girls were given a choice of two topics ‘You can choose your social class’ or ‘Young people are accepting of 
diversity’ and had seven minutes to prepare a range of ideas in note form. Their oral presentations of approximately three 
minutes duration were recorded to be marked by NSW Education Standards Authority markers, who look primarily for the logic 
and structure of the argument and only secondarily consider the candidate’s fluency and accuracy. Our girls are to be 
commended for their accomplishment of this challenging task. 
 
Now that the oral component of their HSC is complete, students can focus on the written paper which consists of an essay on 
one of the three themes – Relationships, Issues of Tolerance and the Impact of Social Class - where again, there is a choice of 
two questions. They are also examined on their prescribed text, a film called Neuilly Sa Mère, which consists of comprehension 
questions (in English) based on their knowledge of a specified extract or extracts and an empathy-style task (in French) which 
requires students to write in response to a question based on an event in the film from the perspective of one of the characters. 
 
Meanwhile, in Years 7-11 French, girls are preparing for challenges of different kinds: Years 7 and 8 have sat their school-
based examinations and are benefiting from the feedback received, and Year 11 will take their first HSC-style examination later 
this week. Years 9 and 10 students have had Speaking Assessments and have been practising and performing their oral 
communications on a variety of topics in short one-on-one conversations. 
 
Mesdemoiselles Victoria Akins and Mesdames Mary Kidner and Chelsea Wallis, Teachers of French 
 
Latin 
Year 12 Latin girls have now finished both set texts, Aeneid Book 2 and Cicero Pro Archia, and are revising with the help of 
Trial HSC Latin papers from other schools. The last two weeks of term will involve practising various types of answers–both 
long and short responses–as well as translating unseen passages under timed conditions. 
 
This term, Year 11 students have been studying extracts from Aeneid Book 2 in which Aeneas tells Dido, the Queen of 
Carthage, of the destruction of Troy. This is the topic for their examination this week, the final task before commencing their 
Year 12 prescribed texts in Term 4. Two of the three Roman authors studied this year, Cicero (prose) and Virgil (Poetry), are 
the authors prescribed for the HSC course, and while the prescribed sections will of course be different, the fact that the girls 
are familiar with both the language and style of each author will be of great benefit to them.  
 
Last week, Year 9 students completed their assessment and are now spending some class time designing educational games 
based on the Year 9 Course with these games being used as resources in the Latin classroom in years to come. The games 
include ‘Guess who’, ‘Vinco’ – I win (the Latin version of Bingo) and board games with question cards.  
 
Year 10 are revising the grammar they have studied this term and will sit their term assessment next week. They are practising 
with assessment papers from previous years as well as revising vocabulary and verb forms with the Quizlet programmes. 
 
Last week, Year 8 completed their examination and are now continuing with the next chapters of the LRNL@N Workbook. 
 
Ms Liz Stephenson, Miss Victoria Akins and Miss Chelsea Wallis, Latin Teachers 
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Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE) 
Studies Highlights 
Years 7 and 8 classes have just completed their examinations and have recommenced their studies. Year 7 World Studies are 
examining the causes of changing landscapes, in particular studying the impact of humans on the environment around us. Year 
8 World Studies are examining communities and how to enhance liveability in their own areas. Year 9 Australian Studies are 
continuing to work on their assessment task, designing a city to make it sustainable and liveable. Year 10 Australian Studies 
are also in the final stages of completing an assessment task analysing two forests (one in Australia, one outside of Australia).  
 
Year 12 students are in the final stages of preparation for their HSC. All HSC courses in HSIE are completed and students are 
being assisted in revising content meaningfully by their teachers. This revision is taking different forms and is driven by student 
need in the various HSIE subjects. Students should ensure that they are deriving the most from their final weeks, particularly in 
the submission of practice examination responses. So many subjects in our faculty require specific writing skills and the most 
effective way to ensure development of this skill is to seek feedback after completing practice papers. All past HSC examination 
papers are available on the NESA website, and, should students find accessing the papers difficult, HSIE teachers will 
download the papers for students. Teachers are genuinely looking forward to seeing a lot of work from students in this form in 
preparation for their final examinations. 
 
Year 10 Geography Incursion in the Holt 
This week, Year 10 students have a Geography incursion with geography expert, Angus Tye. Mr Tye’s field of expertise is in 
vegetation and he will spend two periods with Year 10 students in the Holt assisting them to gather primary geographical data 
from a ‘real’ forest, one the students visit almost every day. This will assist them in producing a more meaningful geographical 
report for their assessment task. It will also help them to develop a deeper appreciation of forests in general, an important part 
of our local, national and global ecosystems. 
 
Dr Stephen Clarke, Head of HSIE 
 
Jamieson Programme 
Year 9: In Week 7 students worked with their teachers in the Lower Holt as part of the Environmental Studies component of the 
Jamieson Programme. In this Holting activity they removed invasive species such as English ivy and privet from areas near the 
open air theatre. 
 
In the evening each group worked on their Global Perspectives Group Project - Personal Report. The project aims to build 
awareness on a range of global problems such as terrorism, issues associated with organ donation, violence in adolescents, 
and education combatting poverty, racism and superbugs. Students have prepared websites, support groups, film clips and 
posters to bring awareness to these global issues. Students were also required to complete a personal reflection in which they 
analysed their contribution as a team member to the project and the strengths and weaknesses of working in a team. 
 
Year 10: The Cambridge AS General Paper course is the focus for Year 10 at the moment. They are presented with a global 
issue and, with their teachers, explore the debates and perspectives around the issue. They then create their own essay 
question and write an extended response to it, developing crucial essay-writing skills. This is important preparation for the 
Cambridge examination which will take place next year. 
 
Mrs Merrilee Harris, Head of Jamieson Programme  
 
Mathematics 
Algorithms are amazing and Calculus really counts (LOL)… 
When it comes to the mathematics of planet earth, one of the most striking examples of mathematics in action has been the 
development of Google Maps, which uses advanced imaging algorithms to enable us to find places, directions, zoom in and 
out, change the level of detail, and find a restaurant we'd like to dine at. 
 
Algorithms as defined using Encarta Dictionary: English (U.K.): a logical step-by-step procedure for solving a mathematical 
problem in a finite number of steps, often involving repetition of the same basic operation. 
 
With the widespread availability of laptops, tablets and smart phones, it is often overlooked that their smartness doesn't just 
come from their engineering-it comes from the algorithms which they can access to provide the information we need. And 
algorithms are step-by-step procedures to enable mathematical formulae to be calculated or logical tasks to be undertaken. 
The American writer, Jodi Picoult, was invited to contribute to Dear Me, in which she wrote a letter to her younger, 16-year old 
self. It contains some very warm and witty advice, but I was particularly struck by her fourth recommendation: "Calculus. Trust 
me. You will never use it." While I can quite believe that Ms Picoult seldom (OK, never) sits down to solve a differential 
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equation, she is probably unaware of just how much calculus and other areas of advanced mathematics affect her daily life. For 
example, I used Google to track down Ms Picoult's quote. Google uses sophisticated mathematical and statistical algorithms to 
search for the information you need. Amazon is increasing its stretch as a retailer by linking its customers' preferences across a 
range of different product areas and presenting tantalising recommendations to its users. 
 
Last weekend, reported on the SBS Sunday night news, was a story about the power of Facebook and Instagram and the 
companies “more responsible” use of algorithms. How does Facebook find friends for you? How do you discover the links you 
want on Twitter? These are all based on proprietary algorithms developed by mathematicians and computer scientists. And the 
effects have been staggering. They have altered the way society works with information with just about everything available at 
the touch of a smart phone. The market value of Google, Amazon, Facebook and Twitter, all built on intellectual property based 
on mathematical algorithms, is not much short of half a trillion dollars at current market values. Their algorithms have created 
value roughly equivalent to BHP, RioTinto and CBA combined! 
 
And, in passing, the technology that underpinned CSIRO's wireless LAN patent that enables billions of devices such as smart 
phones, tablets and computers to connect wirelessly came out of CSIRO's pioneering work in radioastronomy. In CSIRO's 
words: "That work involved complex mathematics known as 'fast Fourier transforms' as well as detailed knowledge about radio 
waves and their behaviour in different environments. "Fourier transforms are a discovery from harmonic analysis, itself an 
advanced branch of calculus. In fact our daily lives have been deeply touched by calculus. 
 
The ‘Algorithms’ and ‘Calculus’ ideas above were taken directly from articles written by Dr Ron Sandland OA, who is a 
statistician. He became deputy chief executive of CSIRO in 1999 and was awarded the CSIRO Medal for Lifetime Achievement 
in 2006. He was president of the Statistical Society of Australia from 1993 to 1995 and awarded honorary life membership in 
1998. He currently chairs the Steering Committee of the Australian National Data Service (ANDS) and the Advisory Board of 
the Australian Centre of Excellence in Risk Analysis (ACERA). He was awarded the Order of Australia in 2007. 
 
Last week Frensham received results from the Australian Mathematics Competition, held earlier in August.  Here are the top 
results from each year group. Particular congratulations for best school result of a High Distinction to Gabrielle Steiner (Year 
12).  
 
Year 7 Distinction: Hilary Swan; Credit: Scarlett Alldis, Monique Andersson, Lucy Arnott, Elise Davies, Savannah Linde, Emilie 
McMurtrie, Hannah Perkins, Megan Syme. Year 8 Distinction: Matilda Arnott, Zoe Gallagher; Credit: Ankitha Avvari, Maya 
Basson, Sophia Brooks, Yusra Chalak, Sophie Domazet, Olivia Laverty, Phoebe Lyne, Lucy Pernice, Phoebe Rowntree, Emily 
Senior. Year 9 Distinction: Harriet Mackie; Credit: Grace Amos, Sarah Brown, Ella Clark, Meg Fairrie, Ella Hopperton, 
Madeleine Mulligan, Natasha Pegios, Annabelle Ranken. Year 10 Distinction: Sarah Manwaring, Gianni Meyers; Credit: Aarthi 
Avvari, Harriette Beedle, Alexandra Cunningham, Annabella Damiani, Caitlin Hargraves, Mia Horsfall, Sophie Lyne, Heidi 
Montgomery, Lillie Morrison, Gracie Phelan. Year 12 High Distinction: Gabrielle Steiner 
 
Ms Joanne Allison, Head of Mathematics  
 
Music 
This week, Music 2 student, Georgia Richardson, had the score and recording of her Core Composition submitted for marking 
and the examiners for Music 1, Music 2 and Music Extension courses came to Clubbe Hall to hear our candidates present their 
performance programmes. These examinations comprise a large proportion of the students’ final marks and they are 
commended for their long preparation and composure on the day. Acknowledgement is also due to our very professional extra-
curricular staff who prepared and supported the candidates, as well as Year 11 and Year 10 students involved in 
accompaniment: Adelaide Darvall, Caitlin Hargraves, Sybella Harris, Alexandra Hill and Holly Webster. 
 
The end of Term 3 is not a time for slowing down. The Senior Choir are already learning our Carols repertoire, the Madrigals 
and selected soloists are recording the best of their programmes for the new Frensham CD planned for release next year, and 
the first rehearsal for the full cast of Me and My Girl is this weekend. 
 
Mr Michael Spencer, Head of Music 
 
Science 
On Tuesday 4 September, Year 10 Science students went to the University of Wollongong Innovation Campus to visit the 
Science Space as an introduction to their STEM Project. In the Planetarium they saw the stars of the Southern skies and learnt 
how to find South using the Southern Cross and the Pointers.   
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“It was an amazing experience to go to the planetarium, I had never been to one before, and it felt incredibly peaceful and 
calming to stargaze, as well as learning about the creation of stars. It’s really incredible to think about how life on earth could be 
wiped out at any given moment by a wave of deadly gamma rays produced when a star collapses into a black hole.” Sophie 
Lyne (Year 10). 
 
In the Science Space, girls tried a range of activities designed to teach scientific concepts. As part of their STEM assessment 
task, students are working in groups of three to design their own exhibit for the Science Space. They are writing a proposal and 
then designing and building their exhibit. The exhibit has to be ‘hands-on’ and must have a poster explaining the 
Science/Mathematics behind their exhibit and how it works. In Term 4 they will present their exhibits to the rest of the Year 
Group and then complete a written task about the process. 
 

 
 
L-R: Clare Mackie, Xanthe Hart and Sophie Hatch; Dimity Crowe and Cate Watson; Eva Knox and Sarah Manwaring. 
 
The last activity of the day was a visit to the Sustainable Buildings 
Research Centre (SBRC). The building was designed and constructed 
based on the principles of the Living Building Challenge, pushing the 
boundaries of sustainable design and construction with hopes to inspire 
communities throughout Australia to take action on sustainability. The Year 
10 students were interested in the many design features that enabled the 
building to achieve 6-Star Green Star - Education Design accreditation from 
the Green Building Council of Australia.  Green Star certification evaluates 
environmentally-sustainable design practices and by achieving this 
accreditation, the SBRC has been recognised as a world leader in 
sustainability. 
 
Left: Brodie van Egmond helping out in the Liquid Nitrogen Show 
 
Mrs Alison Andrew, Head of Science  
 
NCSS National Challenge 2018 
The NCSS Challenge is run for high school students by the Australian Computing Academy at the University of Sydney. Each 
week for five weeks, a set of Python teaching resources is distributed to participants together with a set of questions testing this 
material. Participants submit their solutions to the Challenge website where they are automatically marked. More than 20,000 
students from around the world participated in the NCSS Challenge this year.  
 
The results of the competition have now been released and students from Frensham came in at the top of the leaderboard 
achieving the following results: 
Beginners Challenge:  Year 8 – Distinction: Sophia Brooks; Credit: Yusra Chalak; Year 9 – Perfect Score: Caitlin Quinn, Ella 
Clark; High Distinction: Eliza Friend. Intermediate Challenge: Year 10 – Credit: Harriette Beedle, Mia Horsfall. 
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The NCSS Challenge is a collaboration between Grok Learning, The University of Sydney and the Australian Computing 
Academy.  
 
“The future is built with code, and it’s wonderful to see so many students getting involved,” said Dr. Nicky Ringland, co-founder 
of Grok Learning and recently named one of AFR's 100 Women of Influence. “The NCSS Challenge is a key force in 
transforming Australian students from tech consumers into tech creators.”  
 
Ms Wendy Rowan, Director of Special Projects 
 
Agriculture & Show Cattle Team 
During Terms 2 and 3, all Year 8 students have been involved with the Farm Management programme as part of their service 
commitment to the school and the Jamieson Programme. Each term, students are rostered in groups on an afternoon of their 
choice and complete activities at either Holt Farm or the Agriculture Plot. With the current dry weather, most groups assisted in 
feeding the School livestock. Other activities included cleaning water troughs, collecting firewood and weeding. I would like to 
thank Year 8 for helping me with these tasks. 
 

  
 
Left: Year 8 Farm Management feeding hay to cattle; right: Miranda and Ivy McGufficke judging dairy cows 
 
On Sunday 9 September, a small group of students travelled to Albion Park Showground to participate in a Young Judges 
training day. The students had the opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge in the handling, showing and judging of 
beef cattle, vegetable, poultry, dairy cattle and horses. They also competed in judging competitions for vegetables, poultry and 
dairy cattle. Later in the day, the students learnt about training working dogs using Indian runner ducks with pups, and watched 
demonstrations of more experienced dogs working sheep. The students also learnt about public speaking and judging 
techniques and procedures. 
 

The Year 7 Technology class has started learning about designing vegetable 
gardens and growing vegetables. Earlier in the Term, they planted carrots, spring 
onions, lettuce and silverbeet. They have also learnt about the safe use of 
chemicals, safe tool use and plant production. 
 
Left: Year 7 planting vegetable seedlings  
 
Year 9 Agricultural Technology has been studying the impact weeds have on crop 
and pasture production as well as the broader environment. They have researched a 
weed which is significant to their own farms or backyards and are developing 
information posters which promote the use of an integrated approach to controlling 
the weed.  

 
Year 10 Agricultural Technology has been studying wheat and dairy production and has been making bread and yoghurt as 
value added products. The class recently pruned all of the fruit trees in the orchard to prepare the trees for Spring. The students 
also had the opportunity to observe a post-mortem on a sheep, performed by past parent and local Veterinarian, Dr Bob 
Rheinberger (Johanna (Joey) OG1997). Dr Rheinberger gave the students a first-hand lesson in sheep anatomy, the ruminant 
digestive system and ewe reproductive anatomy. For their final assessment, each student produced her own Landline episode 
on a topic of her choice and this resulted in very interesting viewing. Topics included: the future of agriculture, life as a Jillaroo, 



 
 

 24 

the drought, mental health in rural Australia, and the impact of 
pests and farm safety, just to mention a few. The episodes 
were thoroughly researched and effectively produced using a 
variety of movie-making programmes. Episodes included 
relevant footage and first-hand interviews and each episode 
was introduced very professionally – enough to make 
Landline’s Pip Courtney nervous! 
 
Year 11 Agriculture have been focusing on reviewing the Farm 
Case Study topic since the return from their Farm Tour to 
Holbrook, and preparing for their final examinations. The class 
has also been conducting an experimental trial to determine 
whether breed has an impact on weight gain in chickens by 
measuring the daily weight gain of two different breeds of chicks. 
They also calculated the feed conversion ratio to determine 
which breed was more efficient in converting feed into muscle. 
 
Year 12 Agriculture has completed the HSC Agriculture course and is revising and fine tuning its written responses by 
practising past HSC examination questions, peer marking and providing feedback for their peers. 
 
Ms Leonie Mutch, Co-ordinator of Agriculture 
 
PDHPE 
Research shows that young people’s participation in physical activity leads to better student engagement, improved academic 
achievement during school years, and better outcomes in adult life. PDHPE is one of the compulsory key learning areas of the 
school curriculum K-10. Some of the focus areas include: movement skills, games and sports, mental health and wellbeing and 
understanding the health benefits of physical activity. Physical activity has been shown not only to have benefits at school but 
also in developing good habits for adult life. Additionally, the community benefits of improved health and wellbeing have both 
positive social and economic outcomes.  
 
National Health and Physical Education Day took place on 6 September and the President of the Australian Council for Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation reinforced the message regarding physical literacy as critical for all students. In line with 
Frensham strategic priorities, ‘Culture’ - fitness for the future (physically, mentally and spiritually), the PDHPE faculty will 
continue to develop and deliver programmes so that students are confident and capable of choosing lifelong movement 
opportunities and also have knowledge and understanding of the value of movement and physical activity. 
 
Ms Janene van Gogh, Acting Head of PDHPE 
 
Snowsports 
National Interschools Snowsports: 3rd Place - Division 1 Cross Country Freestyle:  Alexandra Hill, Teya Blunck, Emily Gubbins; 
3rd Place - Division 3 Slopestyle Ski:  Lucy Pernice; 6th Place - Division 1 Moguls: Emily Gubbins, Teya Blunck 

 
Ms Joanne Allison, Snowsports Coordinator 
 
Sport 
Fit for Life Fitness Programme with Mr Shane Green 
Term 3 welcomed the Fit for Life fitness programme. A total of 45 
students from Years 9, 10 and 11 have been training every Wednesday to 
develop their general physical preparedness for sport and physical tasks.  
 
The girls have been exposed to a new training prescription of high-
intensity, constantly-varied, functional movements. All of the movements 
are multi-joint, natural and effective with the capacity to enhance their 
power, speed, strength, agility, cardio-respiratory endurance, stamina, 
flexibility, coordination and balance. 
The results for the workouts are recorded, allowing students to track their 
progress on a weekly basis. With individual challenges, team events and 
partner workouts, the students are encouraged to work to their full 
potential and seek new fitness heights.  
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Students enjoy the variety of training domains and the mental and physical challenges they are confronted with week to week. 
They are noticing significant improvements in their performance during IGSSA rounds and individual physical activity pursuits.  
 
Hockey and Netball 
Last Saturday, three teams represented Frensham in finals in Sydney. Congratulations to the Hockey teams! 
 
Results: 
Senior Hockey Team 3 defeated Loreto Kirribilli 3: 1-0 (penalty stroke scored by Annabelle Seaton-Cooper) 
Year 7 Green Hockey defeated Brigidine 6: 1-0 (goal scored by Megan Syme)  
Junior A Netball defeated by Pymble 17 (29-38) 
 
Touch and Water Polo 
Training will commence in the first week back next term with Saturday 20 October. If required, this first week will also act as 
selections and all teams will be finalised by round 2. 
 
Miss Erin Gray, Acting Head of Sport 
 
Equestrian  
Recent results: Sophie Hatch (Year 10) placed 4th in Young Riders (1.35-1.40m) at Waratah Show Jumping Competition on 24-
25 August. 
 
Agnes Banks Equine Clinic Sydney Eventing 8-9 September, Amy Thompson (Year 9) placed 2nd and Maya Basson (Year 8) 
placed 5th in the EvA 95cm Junior 8-9/9/18. 
 
Cordelia Bell (Year 10) placed in the top 10 Child’s Small Hack and 6th in Owner/Rider Small Hack at the Macquarie Bank ACT 
and Southern NSW Hack Championships on 7-9 September. 
 
Emily Baldwin (Year 10) placed 1st in the Junior 1:15m at Canberra Show Jumping Competition on 16 September.   
 
Miss Victoria Akins, Equestrian Coordinator  
 
Visual Arts/Design & Technology 
During Weeks 9 and 10, Year 11 students of Visual Arts and Design & Technology sit written examinations for the theoretical 
component of each subject. In Stage 6, the theoretical weightings prescribed by NESA vary for each of the two subjects. Whilst 
the practical and theoretical components of Visual Arts in Years 11 and 12 are weighted evenly at 50% each for the course, the 
practical component in Design & Technology is weighted at 60%, meaning 40% of the course assessment is derived from 
theoretical tasks. For the Preliminary Visual Arts and Design & Technology course, the examination is weighted at 30%, (in both 
subjects, there are other theoretical assessment tasks during the course). The length of the examination in each of these 
subjects is 1.5 hours. 
  
For Visual Arts, the structure of the Preliminary Examination is identical to both the Trial and HSC Examinations. The 
examination comprises equally weighted sections: Section 1 features three questions which use source material such as 
images of artworks and text extracts to assess students’ applied understanding of Practice, the Conceptual Framework and the 
Frames, whilst in Section 2, students write a 45-minute response to a chosen question, drawing upon content studied during the 
Preliminary Course. For students continuing with Visual Arts for the Higher School Certificate, the Preliminary Examination 
offers a chance to test how well they can adhere to recommended times for questions, and assess how suitable and flexible 
their study of content was for generic essay questions.     
 
The structure of the Preliminary examination for Design & Technology is also identical to the Trial and HSC Examinations. The 
paper comprises three sections: Section 1 features multiple-choice questions, Section 2 features short-answer questions and 
Section 3 requires students to produce an extended response. 
 
Faculty staff look forward to ascertaining how well students have synthesised and applied their knowledge and understanding of 
the theoretical aspects of the two courses. 
 
Mr Phil Alldis, Head of Visual Arts and Design 




