WINIFRED WEST SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

newsletter

WINTER 2018

Co-Founder of the
Hamlin Fistula Hospital,
Ethiopia, with her late
husband, Dr Reginald
Hamlin, Dr Catherine
Hamlin AC and the
hospital have received
numerous awards,
including her nomination
for the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1999 and 2014.
Known for her
dedication and humility,
Dr Hamlin says of the
plaudits received:
“I’m doing what I love
doing and it’s not a
hardship for me to be
working in Ethiopia with
these women”.

Official Opening of the Frensham Dining Room,
Sunday 12 August 2018 by Ms Elizabeth Stuart,
Chair of Governors, will be in honour of
Dr Catherine Hamlin (Elinor Nicholson, 1940) AC,
MBBS, FRCS, FRANZCOG, FRCOG
Pictured: Madrigals singing at the Official Reception for
Dr Catherine Hamlin AC, University of Sydney, 15 March 2008.
Right: Dr Catherine Hamlin AC,
guest speaker at the Year 8 Parent Weekend 2006
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EXTENSION & REFURBISHMENT

Annual Foundation Dinner
Saturday 11 August 2018 ~ Frensham Dining Room

REPORT FROM THE CHAIR

REPORT FROM THE HEAD

A
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t the recent AGM, retiring
Chair Rob Dulhunty, reflected
on the past year, noting that
much had been achieved in 2017, in
particular:
• Foundation continues to be aligned
with the Board of Governors to
deliver the ambitious new Master
Plan. To that end, the last two years
have seen a substantial increase in
Foundation’s income, resulting in a capital base that now
totals $10 million.
• The new Investment Policy is now in place, and donors can
take comfort that Foundation’s funds are being professionally
and carefully managed by external managers whose initial
performance has been encouraging.
• A review of Foundation’s operations was completed and
its recommendations adopted. One or the most significant
recommendations is that the School appoint a Director of
Philanthropy, additional to the current team, to focus on
Major Gifts and Bequests. This appointment is currently being
pursued, as it is recognised that for Foundation to support
the essential projects outlined in the Master Plan, donations
will need to continue to increase over the medium term.
A further highlight of 2017 was the dividend of $100,000 that
the Cattle Herd (now the Livestock Enterprise) was able to pay to
Foundation’s Scholarship Fund, in support of rural enrolments.
Thanks go to the Management Committee for this outstanding
result!
After five years, Rob Dulhunty’s time as Chair of Foundation is
now over. I am pleased to record both the Foundation’s and the
broader Schools’ thanks to Rob for his outstanding contribution
to, and leadership of, the Foundation over this period. He can
reflect with pride on the progress that Foundation has made
and have no doubt that it will continue to play an increasingly
important role in providing funds for capital improvements and
scholarship support, for both students and staff.
Finally, thank you to all who have contributed in any way over
the last 12 months to what has been a hugely successful year for
Foundation.
Alan Watson
Chair, Winifred West Schools Foundation

OUR NEW DINING ROOM
celebrating and respecting the past
he Dining Room renovation, due for completion by
the start of Term 3, will be officially opened at the
School Service on Sunday 12 August. In addition to
preserving the original space (as at 1922), the ‘new’ Dining
Room also incorporates historically important elements:
-- beautiful wooden tables and benches originally made
at Sturt have been refurbished and additional furniture
has been custom-made to the original design
-- magnificent new sandstone steps leading to the entry
terrace have been hand-built from the stone recently
removed from around the Big Tree on the Front Lawn.

T

oundation’s leadership in
embracing the vision and
strategic priorities for our
Schools, as set by the Board of
Governors, is clearly engaging
current and past students, parents
and staff in the building of a culture
of philanthropy – the dream shared
by those who established WWS
Foundation Ltd in 1980. We are
therefore delighted that at least nine of a possible eleven Chairs
of Foundation will be attending the Annual Dinner as our
guests in the ‘new’ Dining Room, to be acknowledged for their
contribution.
With ‘Excellence in Education’ at the core of Foundation’s mission,
I am pleased to confirm that contributions to the two areas for
Annual Appeal focus this year – (i) Staff Accommodation and
Professional Learning Scholarships, and (ii) Rural and Regional
Scholarships for students – will have immediate and significant
impact. Attracting and retaining the best teachers, and being the
school of choice for long-distance boarders are strategic priorities
aligned to Frensham Schools’ commitment to the achievement of
excellence educationally, against national and global standards.
Julie A Gillick
Head of Frensham
Head of Frensham Schools

STAFF SCHOLARSHIPS

ANNUAL APPEAL

F

T

oundation’s annual Staff Scholarships for
Professional Learning provide access for teachers
to world’s best practice and research, enriching
the culture of continuous improvement that is the key
driver of excellence in student achievement.
For 2018, Foundation supported a leadership team to
attend the AHISA National Conference ‘Leading Learning
Caring’ to consider welfare, wellbeing and leadership
structures for Years 7 to 9.
We congratulate our highly skilled colleagues awarded
scholarships funded by Foundation:
-- Mrs Trudi Spencer (Year 8 Coordinator)
-- Ms Sally Fennell (Year 9 Coordinator)
-- Ms Amanda Graham (Deputy Head of Boarding)
-- Mrs Tanya Vaughan (Year 7 Coordinator and Director
of Boarding)

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS
Good Evening Julie,
Just a quick email to inform you of some exciting news
regarding Juanita and a recent achievement. Last night
Juanita was the recipient of the 2017 Order of Australia
Foundation Scholarship.
Scott and I are proud of Juanita... but we both acknowledge
much of her tertiary education success is due to the
academic education and social justice foundation
established at Frensham. We are extremely grateful for
the contribution Frensham made in supporting Juanita...
so would like to take this opportunity to say thank you...

hank you to all who contributed to the 2017
Annual Appeal which raised $700,000 in
donations and pledges – an outstanding result!

Generous donations from Frensham Old Girls included:
• $500,000 donation to the Building Fund, coupled
with $400,000 donated in 2016, for a total gift of
$900,000 towards the cost of the new Dining Room.
• $15,000 pledge to the Scholarship Fund from
Virginia Cuppaidge (1960) in support of Visual
Arts students and the appreciation of art in ‘real life’.
• A major pledge to the Scholarship Fund from
Fiona MacLachlan (Reid 1956) in support of rural
enrolments.
• $75,000 pledge to the
Scholarship Fund – The
Betty Barton Bequest in
support of rural enrolments.
Betty Cuningham (Barton
1925) (pictured right) was
one of Frensham’s early
students, starting in 1920,
who went on to be a
parent and grandparent of
Frensham students as well as a member of staff. This
bequest is in grateful recognition of the support and
fellowship offered to the Barton/Cuningham family
throughout this life-long relationship with Frensham.

Charleene Mundine (May 2018)
Juanita Kelly-Mundine (2014) was awarded major
Educational Grant support as a Frensham boarder
from Year 7 to Year 12.
Pictured left: Juanita with her mother Charleene, Julie Gillick
and father Scott Kelly after the Carol Service 2014.

IRIS COUNTRY FAIR 2017

A

Sir Sidney Nolan’s ‘Irises’ purchased
for the School by members of the
Class of 1953 in appreciation for their
years at Frensham, presented to Ms
Gillick by Mrs Caroline Storch at the
Fellowship AGM 2018.

s the major fundraiser for Foundation in 2017, the
Iris Country Fair was hugely successful. By the
end of the Fair, we had the sense that many in our
community, current and past, had made a contribution in
some way. And it was great news to hear from those who
wanted to make it clear that they will be back in support
in five years’ time!

“The Fair was magic, it was a really wonderful happy day and just
so full of everything good! Thank you for the opportunity to be so
deeply involved in the Fair. I loved every minute!”

Pictured left: LAST EVENT in the temporary Dining

“Just to say how elegant it was, and how lovely the school looked,
even in the rain. I can’t think of another Fair like it anywhere in
the country...”

Room in the Parker Gymnasium

“Despite the rain, I thought the day was absolutely brilliant –
terrific spirit and atmosphere and great camaraderie amongst
parents and WWS community.”

Left: Christmas Lunch in the Gym Dining Room

LIVESTOCK ENTERPRISE
$100,000 donated to support rural scholarships &
sheep are welcomed into the fold
In 2014, the Winifred West Schools Foundation developed the
Cattle Herd Project to establish a sustainable income stream.
Starting with a herd of 40 cattle, the Project has seen 397 cattle
hosted by the end of 2017 and the value of the herd increased
from $30,609 to $174,935. During that time our Host farmers
contributed $218,252 from stock donations and agistment.

Now
includes
sheep!

This innovative and collaborative concept has been so successful that,
at the end of 2017, the Cattle Herd Project was in a position to donate
$100,000 to the WWSF Scholarship Fund for the support of rural enrolments.
In 2017 sheep farmers were invited to participate, precipitating a name change to the Livestock Enterprise.
This represents an amazing level of support from our community and, with funds
available to invest in additional stock, the Livestock Enterprise now needs more Hosts.
Foundation pays for the stock and then a farmer provides the expertise to manage them.
As we maintain and grow the value of our Livestock Enterprise, with our
community’s continued support, it can fulfil its objective of providing valuable
support for rural enrolments.

... supporting Rural Enrolments

To register your support:
www.frensham.nsw.edu.au/community/invest-in-the-future/livestock

CENTENARY OF FELLOWSHIP
NEW FOUNDATION
MEMBERS
Foundation welcomes our new members,
Livestock Enterprise Hosts –
Cam and Wendy Mackie and Harley and
Harriet McKillop (1983) – and Rhonnie
Cuningham (1959). See Annual Appeal
column re The Betty Barton Bequest.
*****

A BEQUEST
The gift of a lifetime
A bequest in a Will is a very special gift – one
which says ‘thank you’ and ‘here is my gift for
the future’.
Please consider including a bequest to
Frensham Schools when planning your estate.
This can be by way of:
• A percentage of your estate
• A specific amount
• The residue of your estate after providing
for family and remembering friends
• Specific assets, shares or an insurance
policy

SAVE THE DATE!

W

e look forward to welcoming past and future
generations to the 2019 Centenary of Frensham
Fellowship weekend on 6-7 April 2019.

Frensham’s future… the next 100 years
Pictured, Eloise Watt (at the
time a few months prior to
her second birthday) has
recently been registered by
her mother, Old Girl Gabrielle
Watt (Wanner 2001).
Of interest: our youngest
registered student in recent
years is Quinn Blencowe –
born 1 September 2016 and
registered on the same day,
for 2029 entry. Quinn is the
daughter of Chelsea Komor
(2003) and Mitch Blencowe.

